
____________

IN THIS ISSUE
____________

From the Desk of 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw 

Time really does seem to fly. It is May already and we have been 
working together for five months. We have covered a lot of ground in 
this time and are in the midst of some very important conversations as 
we consider St. Luke’s future. 

I want to thank those who have come to the workshops thus far. I hope 
these will set the stage for the process of St. Luke discerning and 
affirming its future vision. This may be affirming what came out of 
Ministry in a Changing World and it may be adjusting those goals. Either 
way, it is crucial for St. Lukers to articulate who you are and what you 
want to do. Those things will point to what sort of leader you need to 
take you into the next phase of your life as a congregation, including the 
skills, interests, and passions that leader will need. 

Meanwhile, we are looking forward to a beautiful summer at St. Luke. 
We’ll offer an another congregational book read in June, as well as the 
Creative Arts and Nature Camp. In July, on Sunday evenings, we are 
planning an informal worship time designed to engage children, youth 
and their families. It will include a simple cookout/potluck and a worship 
service. At the end of July, Lori Alford will be the chaplain at Clearwater 
Summer Camp and some of our middle schoolers are attending that 
week as well. Of course, Sunday morning worship will continue all 
summer. We will experiment with it a bit, to give us new ideas and to 
enjoy our time together.

Blessings as we continue in spring, heading into a time of renewal and 
relaxation. I look forward to seeing you all here over the summer.

Grace and Peace,
Anita
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WORSHIP 
- Sundays at 10:30am - 

May 1
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Cindy Eyden
Greeters: June Maple and Rob Chenowith 
Liturgist: Judy Nelson
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Sound: Tim and Tyler Lowe
Visitor Host: Tamara Rogers

May 8 
Announcements
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Janet Kramer-Barr
Greeters: Mark and Val Honey
Liturgist: Curt Hill
Ushers: Janie and Steve Warner
Sound: Larry Stickler
Visitor Host: Peter Frederick & Carol Allis

May 15 
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Lynn Cox
Greeters: Amy, Michael, & Cameron Marks
Liturgist: Jean Worrell
Ushers: Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger
Sound: Mike Breckenridge
Visitor Host: Roger Anderson

May 22
Announcements
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Maureen Henderson
Greeters: Rod and Nancy Fisher
Liturgist: Arlene Jullie
Ushers: Frank Babka and Peter Whatley
Sound: Jim Gregory
Visitor Host: Peter Whatley

May 29
Preaching: Dick Headen
Welcomer: Carrie Lee
Greeters: Tammy Rogers & Randy Schumacher
Liturgist: Skip Messenger
Usher: Cindy Suplick
Sound: Ken Corens
Visitor Host: Sue Kirchhoff

May Change for Change 
Innercity Tennis is our May Change for 
Change recipient. Last year they, served 
over 4,000 youth in Minneapolis in outreach 
programs and parks across the city. Our 
funds will support their "tennis and 
education" work at the Hmong Academy in 
north Minneapolis and at the Ojibwe charter 
school in SE Minneapolis. In addition to 
coins and bills, you are also encouraged to 
write a check. This month put "tennis" in the 
memo line. 

Change for Change Recap
In March we collected $1,123.50 for 
MicroGrants. This surpassed our goal of 
funding one $1,000 grant. Way to go, St. 
Luke!

http://www.innercitytennis.org/
http://www.innercitytennis.org/
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Welcome New Members!

Susan Belz:  My 
heart is filled with 
gratitude today and 
I want to say thank 
you to everyone at 
St. Luke for 
welcoming me to a 
church where I can 
finally say I belong.  
I’d like to thank my 
dear sister Cathy 

for inviting me to visit St. Luke. Special thanks 
to Rev. Bradshaw for her inspiring sermons.  
But most of all I need to thank God for always 
being there for me and showing me the way to 
St. Luke.

Bretta Wilbur:  My 
children and 
grandchildren – the 
Goodalls and the 
Gilsons – and my 
friends Carol Allis 
and Peter 
Frederick were my 
first link to St. Luke 
and the warmth— 
to ALL – I find 
here. So on Sunday mornings you’ll see me 
stopping impatiently at 5 traffic lights, singing 
my way to St. Luke for choir practice as St. 
Luke member!

Rachel Pettit with 
children Hattie, 
Liam and Aiden:  
One of the best 
things about 
moving home is 
that I am back with 
my St. Luke family!

Sarah Swan Ray and Gautam Ray with 
children Jasper and Avi:  After 6 years of 

popping in and out 
of St. Luke, we’ve 
decided to make 
membership official! 
Gautam was raised 
Hindu in West 
Bengal, India, and 
Sarah grew up in 
Iowa going to a non-
denominational 
Christian Church.

Julia Spranger 
with daughter 
Leah: Julia and 
Leah are most 
interested in 
community service.  
They jumped right 
in to serving the 
homeless families 
from Families 
Moving Forward. It 
is important to them 
to be able to do things together as a family. 
Julia and Leah come to us through their 
connection with Judy Gregg. (Way to go, Judy!)

Considering membership at St. Luke? 
Please contact Rev. Anita Bradshaw with 
questions or information about becoming a 
member. We welcome you!
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Spirited Learning 

May 1 – “What Is This Generational Thing All About?” or 
    “How Do We Talk When We are So Different?” - Anita Bradshaw  

May 8 –“How Do Churches Grow?” - Anita Bradshaw 

May 15 — “An Introduction to Celtic Christianity” - Anita Bradshaw. Many in the Christian world 
have “rediscovered” this ancient form of Christianity. It is a fascinating, creation-based, and poetic 
way of looking at Christian faith that often takes a totally different path from traditional doctrinal 
Christianity. This introduction will examine this ancient form and how it might be helpful for us today 
at St. Luke in rethinking and forming our theology and spirituality. It will also be an introduction to a 
four-Sunday book-read in June of John Philip Newell's "Christ of the Celts.” 

Raptor Center Tour: Saturday, May 7 at 12:30 pm
All are welcome to join Seasoned Lukers at the U of M St. Paul campus 
Raptor Center. Weather permitting, we will picnic before the tour. Sign up in 
the church office by May 4 stating car pool needs. Cost: $3 for ages 3-17 
and over 62, $5 for 18–62. Contact: Sue Kirchhoff

The St. Luke Book Group: Wednesday, May 11, 
9:30 am
June Maple will host this month’s book group 
discussion of “Leaving Time” in St. Luke’s Garden 
Court. Here’s the Booklist review: “Best-selling, 

reliably entertaining, and thought-provoking Picoult's newest multifaceted 
novel is redolent with elephant lore that explores the animals' behavior when 
faced with death and grief, and combines a poignant tale of human loss with 
a perplexing crime story that delivers a powerhouse ending.”

Reel to Real Movie Night: Friday, May 13, 6:00 - 8:00 pm. “The Way” tells 
the story of a father who walks the Pilgrimage de Santiago in memory of his 
recently lost son. Driven to complete his journey, he's frequently frustrated 
by his fellow travelers who choose to walk at a more casual pace, until 
finally realizing that the journey is the destination. This is the movie that 
inspired Mike Breckenridge and his niece to do the pilgrimage this June.

Pizza will be provided with a good-will offering.

Events at St. Luke 
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Hermanos: Saturday, May 14, 7:30 - 9:00 am, Sheraton West
The St. Luke Men’s Group, 
Hermanos (Spanish for brothers) 
welcomes men to join us for 
breakfast, fellowship, and 
discussion. The group is a good 
mix of ages, backgrounds, and 
perspectives which leads to lively 
discussion. This is great way for 
men to connect, grow, and develop 
friendships. All men are invited to 
join.

Women’s Gathering: Sunday, May 15, 6:00 - 9:00 pm
The first meeting of the 
St Luke Women’s group 
was a great success, 
and the second is 
coming up at the home 
of Adele Sullivan. The 
group is a work in 
progress!  We will have 
events on days other 
than Sunday evenings, come up with a new name and remain 
open to anyone identifying as a woman. We will sometimes have 
themes, sometimes be entertainment, sometimes be social, and 
always be warm and welcoming. 
Come one, come all!

Paddleford Riverboat Cruise: Monday, June 13, 12:00 pm
Hop aboard the paddle 
wheeler as it travels on 
the beautiful Mississippi 
from Harriet Island to 
Fort Snelling and back, 
with an informative 
historical narrative 
provided. This event is 
hosted by the 

Seasoned Lukers and is open to everyone. The cost is $8.40 per 
person with non-refundable payment due to the church office by 
June 6. Please let the office know of your carpool needs. 
Event leader: Cindy Suplick

Events at St. Luke, con’t

May Birthdays 
May 1  Peter Whatley
May 2  Christina Gregory
May 2  Bruce Grostephan
May 2  Julie Kaplan
May 2  Curtis Kettler
May 3  Judy Leatham
May 3  Jane Wessen
May 4  Lynn Cox
May 5  Dyke Williams 
May 6  Connie Blodgett
May 6  Emily Mann
May 6  Ted Wessen
May 7  Cloe Capel
May 7  Nancy Woolworth
May 8  Elizabeth Kettler
May 8  Skip Messenger
May 10  Dick Clarke
May 10  Jeremy Marks
May 10  Katie Williams
May 12  John Zimmerman
May 14  John Bartee
May 14  Nancy Rademacher
May 16  Larry Nichols
May 16  Natasha Seel
May 17  Ginny Larson
May 17  Carrie Lee
May 20  Jesse Avery
May 20  Linda Bearinger
May 20  Robert McNamara
May 23  Meghan Keenan
May 23  Hattie Pettit
May 24  Mike Breckenridge
May 24  Benjamin Klepfer
May 26  Bud Hayden
May 26  Ed Seel
May 27  Cathy Gilson
May 29  Mitch Potter
May 30  Lewis Pierce
May 31  Brian Kirk

mailto:adele_lennig@outlook.com?subject=
mailto:cjsuplick@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:adele_lennig@outlook.com?subject=
mailto:cjsuplick@gmail.com?subject=
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Youth Confirmation Update

As our society and our church evolve, so must our 
confirmation program. To this end, Lori Alford convened a 
task force to discuss the issues facing youth today, what 
knowledge is essential for a  progressive Christian, and 
how our congregation can accompany our youth in a 
spiritual journey. As Anita has repeatedly noted, this last 
part—about connecting across generations—is particularly 
vital to the life of St. Luke. 

To facilitate intergenerational relationships, each 
confirmand will be assigned an adult mentor. If you love our 
youth and have a desire to explore your own faith, you 
might be a wonderful fit! This is a terrific way to show our 
young people how important they are to St. Luke.

Here is an idea of the commitment level for adult mentors:

• A short training session during the summer
• 6 sessions, 60-90 minutes, at a mutually agreed-upon time, with a conversation guide provided
• Friday, October 7, 6:00 to 9:00 pm:  Retreat dinner with confirmands
• Attendance at Confirmation Ceremony, fall 2017 (date TBD)
• Optional activities: participation during class meetings Sunday mornings, field trips, fundraising 

assistance, chaperone for summer mission trip

We will wrap up our year at Ghost Ranch in Arizona (www.ghostranch.org) July 2017.  All mentors 
will be invited to attend and we will undertake fundraising efforts to offset expenses. The 
confirmands will consist of youth entering 8th-11th grade in the fall of 2016. Families who have a 
student this age have been invited to participate. If we missed you and you are interested, or if you 
want to know more about being a mentor, please contact Lori Alford at lori@stluke.mn 

Some of us grew up reading Black Like Me. One difference: Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, who wrote Between The World And Me, really is a black man. 
Except that he says he's not. But he says he is. Okay, it's complicated. How 
do you write about race when you want to say that race is an illusion and 
assert it is still the muddy water all of us have to see through to try to figure 
out what in the world is going on? It's complicated. Between The World And 
Me won the National Book Award and was number one on the New York 
Times bestseller list. It's also in our church library so check it out.  

Submitted by Chris Sullivan

Check it Out 

http://www.ghostranch.org
mailto:lori@stluke.mn
http://www.ghostranch.org
mailto:lori@stluke.mn


 �7

Ways to Serve

Major Gifts
Serving on St. Luke Major Gifts Focus Group is open to all. Each year this group donates part of St. 
Luke’s budget to other organizations. Last year the group was able to give away $45,000, divided 
among 11 organizations, as noted in the Annual Report. The volunteer commitment consists of 
reading the applications—which are several pages and about 10-15 in number— and then attending 
a meeting in which we discuss and prioritize the available funding. 

The deadline for applications this year is Wednesday, June 1.  Please contact Nancy Rademacher 
at 952-474-0447 or nanrademacher@gmail.com for applications or to volunteer in this group.

Creative Arts and Nature Camp: June 20-24, June 27-July 1
We will be joining the singing whales and trumpeting elephants 
this year in celebrating life and healthy relationships.  These 
great wise beings, who can communicate with each other even 
at very long distances, have much to teach us about play, loving 
kindness, and community. 
 
No matter what role we choose every year at camp, we discover 
the universal themes of Be Kind and Love Your Neighbor and 
that every one of us, creatures great or small, belong and are a 
gift to the world. We need a few more volunteers to help in the following areas

• spend one hour helping supervise lunch and playground (contact Lori Cocking.)
• help for an hour or two helping with set-up and clean-up (contact Nancy Kizilos-Clift.)
• find a time-slot to help with activities and the first aid station (contact Nancy Olmsted.)

Families Moving Forward: Sunday, May 1 
to Sunday, May 8
Twice each year, St. Luke welcomes homeless families into our 
building to  provide meals, overnight shelter, and hospitality. Our 
efforts will be one step on their journey to a new home. Each evening 
we volunteer as Dinner Co-Hosts, Activity Hosts, and Overnight Co-
Hosts. The families arrive at 6 p.m., stay overnight, and leave in 
morning. We set up our classrooms as sleeping rooms and our 
sanctuary as a dining room. Our only remaining volunteer needs are 
clean up helpers on Sunday May 8 before church.  Can you pitch in?  
You can sign up online or on the white board by church entrance. 
Thanks in advance for helping families in their time of greatest need. 

mailto:nanrademacher@gmail.com
mailto:lori.cocking@mediacombb.net?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20lunch/recess%20help
mailto:nancykc@me.com?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20set-up/clean-up%20help
mailto:nolmst@gmail.com?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20help%20with%20activities/First%20Aid
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0948aca92da3fe3-families2
mailto:nanrademacher@gmail.com
mailto:lori.cocking@mediacombb.net?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20lunch/recess%20help
mailto:nancykc@me.com?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20set-up/clean-up%20help
mailto:nolmst@gmail.com?subject=Creative%20Arts%20Camp%20help%20with%20activities/First%20Aid
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0948aca92da3fe3-families2
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316 Members, Ministers  
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Curtis Kettler, Music Director 
307-630-0498, Curtis@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn 

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper
952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Ben Miller, Custodian/Sexton 
Molly Muniz, Communication Manager

952-217-2693, Molly@StLuke.Mn
Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender 
Coordinators 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a 
month. The deadline for submitting 

articles for the June newsletter is 2pm, 
May 19 to office@stluke.mn 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

