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Dear St. Luke Folk,  

This is my final Pastor’s column for The Challenge. I write with gratitude 

for your acceptance of my ministry amongst you and for the honor and 

privilege, it has been to serve you.  I do wish you every blessing.  

As I leave, I remind you (if you were there) and share (if you were not) of 

the leave-taking ritual we did on January 21 in worship. You released me 

from the responsibilities of pastor and I acknowledged that release and 

vowed to let go of you and trust you to your new pastor’s care. This is 

important as we both move forward and it is practical.  

You will not see me at St. Luke events. I will not be receiving St. Luke 

communications like the eBlast or The Challenge. I will leave the St. Luke 

Facebook page. All of this is to ensure that I am not tempted to re-

engage and that you are not tempted to ask me to re-engage. It is im-

portant that I am not seen as interfering with Brennan’s ministry or de-

tracting from it, in any way. This is part of good ethics and healthy 

boundaries for ministers and I subscribe fully to this thinking.  

This does not mean that if I run into someone from St. Luke that I will 

pretend I don’t know you. I will be happy to see you, but I move from 

pastor to acquaintance with this transition. Please don’t fill me in on St. 

Luke news or be offended if I don’t ask. It is not that I no longer care. I 

do, but I care so much that I will not interfere.  

I go, however with full blessings to each of you individually, as a com-

munity, and to Brennan. I’m excited for the potential I see in your new 

pastoral leadership. Very excited. May you all have a long and fulfilling 

life together.  

From the Desks of  
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

& Rev. Brennan Blue 
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From the desks … continued 

As I go, I leave you with the closing of my sermon from January 21. It is what I ask God for you.  

Wisdom – in your discernment for your future, your building a relationship with a new pastor, and in your 

dealings with one another  

Challenge – challenges will come no matter what, but may you be given ones that help you to grow and 

prosper and not be bored  

Sense of the Holy – may you never forget who you are and to whom you belong; may God’s presence be 

as close as your breath  

Passion for the World – may you continue to see beyond these walls and have a passion for God’s children 

beyond this place just as you have a passion for one another and may you have wisdom to guide you in 

recognizing that you cannot meet every need, but rather what are the needs you can most affect change 

on right now and in this time and place  

Blessings – May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you. May God give you peace. 

Amen.  

Grace and Peace,  

Anita 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Luke members and friends,  

With joy and gratitude, I write to thank you once again for calling me to St. Luke to serve as your next Sen-

ior Pastor.  I have been praying for the life of our shared ministry these past two months and can’t wait to 

begin!  There is much work to do, dare and dream together in the days and weeks ahead.  I am eager to 

dive in, and even more eager for the simple gift of getting to know you: your lives and loves, stories and 

passions, hopes and fears.  It will be my privilege to listen and learn from you, as we together lead our 

community in mission and ministry.  

You all have shared in a season of great transition.  Now is a time to celebrate as we step forward into the 

bold next chapter of our story.  I look forward to sharing in the joys and trials of life, ministry, community, 

care, advocacy and all the great many things that make the spirit of St. Luke dance and sing.  

Brennan Blue 
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February 4 
Communion 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Sue Kirchhoff 

Greeting:  Judy Leatham 

Liturgist:  Lucille Goodwyne 

Ushers:  Jane Wessen and Linda Thomson 

Sound:  Larry Stickler 
 

February 11 
Announcements 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Dickie Smith 

Greeting:  Lori Cocking 

Liturgist:  Dave Cline 

Ushers:  Janie and Steve Warner 

Sound:  Mike Breckenridge 

Worship Sundays 10:30 am 

February 18 
Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Cindy Eyden 

Liturgist:  Jill Engeswick 

Ushers:  Nancy Anderson and Don Ellenberger 

Sound:  Ken Corens 
 

 
 

February 25 
Announcements 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Janet Kramer-Barr 

Greeting:  Bob Haskin 

Liturgist:  Bob Haskin 

Ushers:  Frank Babka and Peter Whatley 

Sound:  Jim Gregory 

Thank you from Anita 

The Brits have a term — “gobsmacked." It is the best word I know to describe the wonderful 
and amazing goodbye you gave me on this past Sunday. Katie had mentioned that a few folks wanted to 

say things, but WOW! I don’t even know where to start in saying thank you — for the kind words, the 

beautiful bowl, the marvelous cards and messages, the cross and orb, and of course, the incredibly gener-

ous cash gift. You all out did yourselves! I’m grateful beyond words. I leave carrying dear memories and 

dear relationships.  

I told Session at my last meeting with them that ministry is one of those professions where grief is a con-

stant companion. You get close to folks, but you are the pastor and not the friend. You walk through hard 

times with people and bury many that you care so dearly for. And you leave (especially those of us in tran-

sitional ministry) much sooner than your heart wants from people that you have come to care so deeply 

for.  

I do grieve the parting, but not the wonderful memories. I carry you in my heart and I will not forget all 

that we have done and experienced together. I will be excited to see where you go, even if from afar. You 

have a new story to tell, grounded in your history, but not governed by it.  

With deep gratitude and an offering of every blessing, I leave St. Luke. Thank you for your loving spirit and 

generosity.  

Grace and Peace, 

Anita 
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Session Slices 

Library Corner 

Black History Month 

On the display counter there are books and videos for all ages about the civil rights movement, and biog-
raphies about people such as Martin Luther King, Ruby Bridges, Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, Harriet Tub-
man, Richard Wright, Thurgood Marshall, Langston Hughes, Medgar Evers, and Sojourner Truth.   
There is a list of some titles in a handout on the Library counter and also in the eBlast.  
Please sign the checkout card and then return the item within three weeks to the black return bin just in-
side the Library door. 
 

Enjoy! 
Julie Mall 
 

Resources in the St. Luke Library 
For Adults and Teens: 
(Maya Angelou)- Wouldn't Take Nothing for My Journey Now; Heart of a Woman; Gather Together in My 
Name; Even the Stars Look Lonesome; and Song Flung up to Heaven. 
Beloved; and Bluest Eye (Toni Morrison). 
Between the World and Me. (Ta-Nehisi Coates). 

From meetings on December 19, 2017 and January 16, 2018 

In December, Session: 

• accepted the annual membership review with regret for those who have moved on; 

• approved contract extension and housing allowance for Anita Bradshaw; 

• approved housing allowance for Colin P. Elliott; 

• accepted St. Luke's annual audit report with gratitude for the audit committee and acclamation 

for Darla Monson. 

In January, Session: 

• approved Brennan's housing allowance; 

• set February 18 as the date for St. Luke's annual meeting; 

• noted that Colin's ordination will be February 25 at 3:00 pm at New Brighton United Church of 

Christ; 

• received news that Minnetonka Learning Center will close in June and planned to appoint a 

committee to consider future use of our space in alignment with our mission; 

• discussed and approved a budget for 2018 based on input from all Focus Groups, with special 

thanks to Don Davies and Darla Monson for their work; 

• received a Final Pastor's Report from Anita Bradshaw; 

• expressed profound gratitude and appreciation to Anita for all that she has done for St. Luke. 
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Bluest Eye (Toni Morrison). 
Color of Water (James McBride). 
Color Purple (Alice Walker). 
Days of Rondo: Warm Reminiscences of St. Pauls' Black Community (Fairbanks, Evelyn). 
Dismantling Racism: The Continuing Challenge to White America (Joseph Barndt).    
Ghosts of Mississippi (Maryanne Vollers). 
God of the Oppressed (James Cone). 
God's Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse (Johnson, James Weldon). 
I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches (Martin Luther King).     
It’s the Little Things: Everyday interactions of Blacks and Whites (Lena Williams). 
Jesus and the Disinherited (Howard Thurman). 
Katie’s Canon: Womanist Theology (Katie Cannon). 
Roots (Alex Haley). 
Slaves in the Family (Edward Ball). 
Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America (Michael Eric Dyson). 
The End of White Christian America (Robert P. Jones). 
The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr: Selected by Coretta Scott King. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

DVD: 
Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise (PBS). 
 

Videos: 
There are three book/video sets for youth about the civil rights movement 
by Teaching Tolerance: Mighty Times: Children's March; America's Civil 
Rights Movement; and Shadow of Hate: History of Intolerance in America. 
From Slavery to Freedom.  
Malcolm X.   
Mama Flora’s Family (2-video set). 
Medgar Evers: For Us the Living.  
Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks. 
Miss Jane Pittman. 
Raisin' in the Sun .   
We Shall Overcome. 
 

For Teens: 
Biographies about MLK, Maya Angelou, Marian Wright Edelman, Sojourn-
er Truth, and Harriet Tubman. 
Becoming Myself: True stories about learning from life. (Cassandra Walker 
Simmons). 
Her Stories: African American Folktales and Many Thousand Gone: African 
American from Slavery to Freedom. (Virginia Hamilton). 
Oh, Freedom: Kids Talk about the Civil Rights Movement (Casey King). 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry and its sequels The Land; Let the Circle Be Unbroken; and Road to Memphis 
(Mildred Taylor). 
Rites of Passage: Stories of Growing Up: African American Writers (Tonya Bolden). 
Sweet Words So Brave: African American Literature (Barbara Curry). 
They Dared to Cross Frontiers (King, Parks, Woolman, Douglas) (Faye De Beck Flynt). 
 

For Children: 
Biographies about Ruby Bridges, Langston Hughes, Martin Luther King, Thurgood Marshall, and Harriet 
Tubman. Books about Kwanzaa. 
Bus Ride (William Miller). 
Follow the Drinking Gourd (Slavery) (Jeanette Winter). 
Going Back Home: Artist Returns to South (Michelle Wood). 
Many Thousand Gone: African American From Slavery to Freedom (Virginia Hamilton). 
More Stories Julian Tells. (Ann Cameron). 
Sweet Clara & the Freedom Quilt (Deborah Hopkinson). 
White Socks Only (Evelyn Coleman). 
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SESSION SLICES 
- from Session Meeting on January 19, 2016 - The Book Group 

Women Connecting 

The St. Luke Book Group will meet Wednesday, February 14, at 9:30 am at the home of Gretchen 
Otto, 2500 Sylvan Rd, Minnetonka, 952-545-6191.  We are reading Happiness Sold Separately by Lolly Win-

ston: 

The New York Times bestseller about how marriage, love, and how 

sometimes falling in love with the wrong person at the wrong time 

can be the right thing. Elinor Mackey has lived her life in perfect order: 

college, law school, marriage, successful corporate career.  But when 

she discovers that she and her podiatrist husband, Ted, can't have 

children, Elinor withdraws into her own world of heartbreak and an-

ger. While Elinor falls in love with the oak tree in their front yard, 

sleeping under it at night, Ted begins an affair with Gina, the nutri-

tionist at their gym.  Ted, who may be the only one who can help Gina 

and her son, suddenly finds himself in love with two women at the 

same time. In the tradition of Anne Tyler, John Cheever, and Tom Per-

rotta, Winston's second novel looks beyond the manicured surface of 

suburbia to a world of loss, longing, lust, and betrayal. 

March 14 - Wintering by Peter Geye 

April 11 - The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff 

May 9 - A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

We meet the second Wednesday of each month, and all are welcome. 

Liz Heuser 

 

 

Fun, laughter, learning!  That is what you can expect at the next Women Connecting pot luck on 
Sunday, February 11 starting at 5:00 pm at Chris van Lierop's house - 306 7th Street South in Hopkins.  The 

theme this month is favorite family or childhood stories.  Please bring a finger food pot luck offering.  We 

are planning to eat and talk at the same time so foods that can be eaten in your lap are greatly appreciat-

ed.  This event is open to all who identify as women and is a great way to get to know some of the won-

derful women of St. Luke. 

Please RSVP if you are planning to come to Chris at vanlierop.chris@gmail.com or by calling 952-848-

0666. 

mailto:vanlierop.chris@gmail.com
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Climate Connections 

Be the Spark -- February 11 

& 25 and March 4 & 11 2018 

(4 Sundays 4:00-7:30pm) St 

Paul, MN 

Still Time to Register 

"Be the Spark" is a dynamic and experi-

ential leadership development work-

shop series. The sessions are designed 

to build interfaith communities while giving participants premier organizing tools and strategic approaches 

for engaging their community of faith in climate change solutions. Participants learn how to invite the gifts 

and skills of those in their community to take action that inspires a sustained and creative effort in building 

a more just and sustainable world. Register here! 

There are some St Luke Scholarship funds for participants. Contact Judy Gregg at amelia42jg@gmail.com    

 

Action Opportunity:  Support MN’s Renewa-

ble Energy Standard  

More than 60 clergy and lay leaders attended the luncheon 

kickoff last month of the Faith & Clean Energy Campaign. The 

campaign, sponsored by MNIPL and its partners, focuses on 

increasing Minnesota’s statewide Renewable Energy Standard 

as a bold and vital step toward climate justice.  You can join 

the Faith & Clean Energy Campaign by adding your name 

to our sign-on letter.  Our goal is to collect 500 signatures 
from clergy and 5,000 signatures from people of faith by the 

time the Legislature convenes in February. 

 

 

Solar Savings 

Even after significant changes to Minnesota's program in 2017, homeowners and faith communities that 

install solar can still benefit from incentives that put solar installations within reach financially.  For custom-

ers of Xcel Energy, the windows for an attractive rebate program began January 8 and will close within a 

few months.  MNIPL works with residential developers that are part of our Just Solar Coalition and support 

key values of climate justice.  If interested in learning more abut rooftop solar for your household, simply 

fill out this form.  

https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScxdxzNJXGH3UUIy8x12V2B1cQ01SOenfY__IPi4SSUI_qN1w%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&e=249fb2f35eef7bb5b3bd40204ab2fe64&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=decnewscc
mailto:amelia42jg@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdg88uPnpZ6jTSocwGrvDd8U3shPDspqYKKLTi49SQkI1tFkw/viewform
https://mnipl.org/what-we-do/take-action/just-solar/just-solar-coalition
https://mnipl.org/what-we-do/take-action/just-solar/just-solar-values
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYshNsmDXDc8VFVIfrHXnJQicpo5AvKjL6Qtypgtb2q8hykQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYshNsmDXDc8VFVIfrHXnJQicpo5AvKjL6Qtypgtb2q8hykQ/viewform
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Adult Education 

Sundays, 9:15 am in the East Room 

February 5:  Fire and Ice 
The youth who went to the Fire and Ice Retreat to the Boundary Waters will be leading the Adult Ed time, 

presenting on the experience of Fire and Ice.  If you’ve been curious about this infamous trip, please be 

sure to join us on the 5th. 

February 11:  A Will Steger Legacy —Jenna Totz, Education Manager, Climate Generation 
Few subjects today are as important as CLIMATE CHANGE.  With the abandonment of the Paris Climate 

Agreement by the present U. S. Administration, their promotion of the extraction and use of fossil fuels and 

the evidence all around us of severe weather events, this subject is, to say the least, timely. 

Climate Generation has over 10 years of experience building climate literacy and action among educators, 

youth, decision-makers, and the public.  Their unique approach to climate change education stems from 

founder, Will Steger, whose eyewitness to the climate change story has inspired thousands to engage on 

this issue.  Today, we are all eyewitnesses, and we all have a story to tell.  Jenna will explore the root caus-

es, impacts, and solutions of climate change, as well as Climate Generation’s personal stake in the issue.  

Ultimately, this presentation will seek to equip you with the understanding of how to communicate climate 

change effectively and the resources to take meaningful collective action. 

Much of Climate Generation’s work is directed toward youth education.  Consequently, all of St. Luke 

“youth” are encouraged, not only to attend themselves, but also invite their friends. (Extra points for stay-

ing for the 10:30 am service). 

To explore the subject further please visit: https://www.climategen.org 

February 18:  Freshwather Society – Leslie Yetka 
The mission of the Freshwater Society is to promote the conservation, protection and restoration of all 

freshwater resources.  For fifty years the Society has been a leading non-profit organization dedicated to 

conserving, restoring and protecting freshwater resources and their surrounding watersheds.  Leslie will 

address the history of the society, where it stands today and plans for the future.  In addition she will cover 

landscaping for water quality and our changing climate, which should be of particular interest to St. Lukers 

as spring approaches. Additionally the Master Water Stewards program, familiar to several St. Lukers, will 

be outlined.  All of St. Luke’s socially minded “youth” are encouraged to attend and invite their friends, 

whether church members or not.  To explore the subject further please visit: https://www.freshwater.org 

Leslie joined Freshwater Society as a program manager in July 2016 and took over as director of programs 

in 2017.  For the past eighteen years, she has worked in education, community engagement, and public 

planning with a focus on water resource management, sustainable landscape practices, and community 

resilience to climate change.  

February 25 – Environmental Justice 
Muhammad Jiwa will speak on Environmental Justice, and how he sees it as a combination of environmen-

tal and social issues.  We are a part of the natural world and we rely on each other to survive.  Ibn Abi Talib 

is quoted in Nahjul Balagha (Peak of Eloquence) that people are of two types, either your brothers and sis-

ters in faith or in humanity.  That one does not trump the other, in the eyes of God the only thing that sep-

arates us are our actions.  

Muhammad works with MNIPL as an organizer in the Muslim community.  He received his Bachelors de-

gree in Wildlife, Whole System Healing, and Sustainability Studies.  

https://www.climategen.org
https://www.freshwater.org
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VocalPoint 

February Birthdays 

Concerts Feb. 10 and 11 

VocalPoint is an auditioned choir of about 70 members, based in St. Paul.  This season, we are singing for 

Twin Cities R!SE with the Grammy-award winning Sounds of Blackness!  Twin Cities R!SE is a community 
of empowered individuals, especially men of color, who achieve long term job success to support their 

families.  

Concerts at 4:00 pm in St. Paul.  Please see 

Jill Engeswick for more info or to buy tickets.   

February 01  Laura* Gregory 

February 03  Christian Ruud 

February 05  Michael Egan 

February 06  Rich Wildberger 

February 07  Peter Frederick 

February 08  Gloria Hays 

February 09  Maggie Corens 

February 09  Phyllis Messenger 

February 11  Eric Pointer 

February 13  Emily Staples 

February 14  Jordis* Rosberg 

February 14  Mary Thacker 

February 15  Gretchen Otto 

February 19  Gina Gresham 

February 19  Leslie Schmidt 

February 19  Ben van Lierop 

February 20  Scott Benton 

February 20  Matthew Bonner 

February 21  Don Ellenberger 

February 21  Andy* Kizilos-Clift 

February 23  Arlene Jullie 

February 23  Sarah Roth 

February 24  Deborah* Kay Cheney 

February 24  Richard Drill-Mellum 

February 24  Pam Gustafson 

February 24  Dale Woodbeck 

February 26  Dick Rademacher 

February 26  Barb Williams 

February 27  Karen Goedken 

February 27  Gerry Graves 

February 27  Jamie* Henderson 

February 29  Cody Kirk 

http://vocalpointchorus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=588f199a4f979ce6c61772f4a&id=9965016060&e=500125f06e
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St Luke has long supported the local American Indian communities through the Division of Indian Work in 

Minneapolis.  This year DIW was granted its own non-profit status after 65 years as a division of GMCC. 
This presents an opportunity for DIW to pursue its long-time desire to have its own tax-exempt status and 

truly be an American Indian-led organization.  
 

Now DIW must broaden its message and awareness to generate the funds, both publicly and privately, to 

continue to offer the programs and resources it has offered over the past 65 years.  DIW is the only urban 
Indian organization in Minneapolis that exists to serve the needs of the urban Indian population.  

 

Connection with St Luke  
• St Luke has a long history with DIW. Currently Mark Stratman and Lyle Meyer are on the DIW Board.  

• Cecy Faster (a previous DIW Board member) and Lori Cocking are on the fundraising board.  

• Judy Gregg and Lori Cocking, along with members of Sustainability FG and the University of MN Indig-

enous Garden staff provided almost 1,000 pound of fresh produce that St Luke personally delivered to 

DIW to create the first free DIW Farmers Market.  

• St Luke sweat lodges are frequently used by DIW clients and staff.  

• This year Kate and Tom Niemisto honored St Luke and DIW by offering a beautiful recital with dona-

tions benefiting the DIW food shelf.  

 

A Request to help DIW fund its first year as the only Indian led local non-profit    
LEAP is the Division of Indian Work’s annual fundraiser for its Food Shelf and Youth Leadership Develop-

ment Programs. DIW strives to provide Indian families and individuals with a culturally-sensitive food shelf 

and the support, skills and tools they need to address the challenges in their lives.  DIW needs our help to 
ensure that they can continue to make a difference in the lives of their people.  

 

How can we help?  
It’s as easy as purchasing a ticket or becoming a sponsor at the Annual LEAP fundraising event!  

 

The event offers a fun evening of Native American entertainment, delicious food, silent and live auctions 

(vacation home stays, dinner with Indigenous chefs, conversations with local authors, memberships to the 

History or Science museum along with Indigenous art, jewelry, quilts and so much more!  ...not to mention 

a chance to spend time with old friends and make new ones! 

 

Event:   LEAP Into Action: Feeding Families, Empowering Youth 

What:   Fundraiser for DIW Food Shelf and Youth Leadership Development 

Date:   Monday, February 26, 2018  

Time:  5:30 - 8:30 PM 

Where:  The Metropolitan Ballroom , 5418 Wayzata Boulevard, Golden Valley, MN 55416 

 

Individual tickets are $50.00 per person.   
 

DIW Fundraising Event 
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Or sponsoring a table (includes tickets and seating for 10) for $1,000. The sponsor will receive various levels 

of recognition. They will have their name prominently displayed on the table and be named on the “Big 

Screen “at the event.  They will be recognized on DIW media, Facebook and the DIW website.   
 

Cecy Faster and Lori Cocking are each sponsoring a table.  They will be recognized publicly as St Luke 

table(s).  
 

Please contact Lori (612.670.3030 or loricockinhr@gmail.com ) if you want more information or plan 

to purchase a ticket.   
 

We would like to seat all St Luke folks, family and friends together to be recognized at the event as St 

Luke.  A church that has long been and continues to be committed to DIW and our local urban American 
Indian community.  This event has sponsors who are leaders in the arts, education and political community; 

yet it has very limited support from faith communities.  
 

In our solidarity at this event, maybe we can inspire other churches to support DIW or capture the atten-

tion of like- minded individuals to share in our mission at St Luke.  We already have 30 people signed up!!  

Thank-you!  
 

Native Community Challenges 
• The American Indian remains largely “invisible”….    

• The American Indian people have long experienced lower health status when compared with ALL other 

Americans. They have lower life expectancy and the disproportionate disease burden exist because of 

discrimination in education, jobs, housing, and in the delivery of health services.  In general, Indians ex-

perience economic adversity and poor social conditions. American Indians today have a life expectancy 

that is less than ALL other U.S. population. (Pine Ridge, 64 years and Minneapolis 70 years).  Diseases of 

the heart, malignant neoplasm, unintentional injuries, and diabetes are leading causes of American In-

dian death.  American Indians continue to die at higher rates than other Americans in most categories, 

including chronic liver disease and cirrhosis, diabetes, injuries, assault/homicide, intentional self-harm/

suicide, and chronic lower respiratory diseases. 

• Historically, they have suffered forced assimilation separating children from parents.  These children 

were often subject to intentional extreme abuse.  These are broad quality of life issues rooted in histori-

cal discrimination to the extent of genocide.  
 

Some DIW Programs  
• Healing Spirit ( Home and mentoring for Indian boys, healthy transitions)  

• Strengthening family Circles (Anpa Waste’ new beginning for teen mothers Family violence services,  

Father programs for parenting, coaching and services, healthy sexual counseling )   

• Youth Leadership Development Programs Academic Activities Program, Agindaasodaa! (lets read) Alco-

hol Tobacco and other drug prevention programs, be@school, Indigenous language project(s),  An-

ishinabee academy for k-3rd grade, Summer programs for children and youth, year round tutoring)  

• Last year, the food shelf distributed 108,498 pounds of food  

mailto:loricockinhr@gmail.com


 

12  the CHALLENGE February 2018  

 

Youth Ministries 

My first month leading youth ministries at St. Luke has been a wild ride with my foot on the accelera-
tor since I was called.  I led ten youth and seven adults up to the boundary waters where we communed 

with nature and each other, over a long weekend of loosely structured fun in the snow.  Many youth built 

quinzhees (snow shelters) and slept outside in the -20 degree weather!  Big props to Alayna and Nicole 

Hicks for making it all the way until 7:00 am wake up call.  Also, Brayden Honey and Antonio Muniz share 

the MVP award for building not only their own quinzhee but also assisting everyone else as well.  

A new curriculum has been implemented for Sunday School. Deep Blue Kids will be used for the remainder 

of the quarter and reviewed by the faith formation focus group at that time to see if we want to finish out 

the year with it.  The youth Sunday School program will be using the Groove curriculum, which is designed 

not to give answers about the Bible and theology, but rather provide space and questions to encourage 

the youth to think about their faith and the Bible in a personal way. 

Youth group is back on Friday nights.  The plan is to have two concurrently running youth groups on Fri-

day, one for junior high and one for senior high, while occasionally doing combined sessions.  That means 

however I need lots of adult support so we can have at least two adults in each room each week.  Please 

email me or text me asap if you’re interested in being an adult co-host.  I’ll do all the prep, so all you have 

to do is show up and support the youth of St. Luke as they grow into a sacred covenantal community to-

gether.  

Looking forward, this summer I hope to plan a camping trip (where the lakes aren’t all frozen) and will have 

dates soon.  Youth groups will be leading up to a youth Sunday coming this fall, where the youth will plan 

and lead worship.  As though that’s not 

enough, I’m also starting to look ahead to 

next summer, when I hope to take the sen-

ior high youth on a mission trip either to 

another state or (God willing) to another 

country!  

On a personal note, I will be ordained on 

Feb 25 at 3:00pm, at the United Church of 

Christ in New Brighton.  All at St. Luke are 

welcome to attend this important milestone 

in my life and ministry.  

Thank you so much for having faith in me.  I 

feel honored and privileged to serve St. 

Luke.  

Peace and love, 

Colin P. Elliott 

 

801-556-1881 

postmodernucc.blogspot.com 



www.stluke.mn       13 

 

 

February 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

9:15 AM Adult Ed: A Living Lega-

cy 
10:30 AM Worship 

29 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

30 31 1 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depres-

sion, Anxiety and 

Grief Support 

Group 

2 

5:00 PM David 

Lohman's CD re-

lease party 
6:30 PM Youth 

Group 

3 

4 

10:30 AM Worship w/Communion 

5 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

6 7 

7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 

8 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depres-

sion, Anxiety and 

Grief Support 

Group 

9 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 
6:30 PM Youth 

Group 

10 

7:45 AM Her-

manos 

11 

9:15 AM Adult Ed: A Will Steger 

Legacy 
10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM BeFrienders 
5:00 PM Women Connecting 

12 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:00 PM Sustaina-

bility FG 
7:30 PM AA 

13 

6:00 PM Adult Ed 

FG 
6:45 PM Deacon 

Meeting 

14 

Ash Wednesday 
9:30 AM The Book 

Group 

15 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depres-

sion, Anxiety and 

Grief Support 

Group 

16 

6:30 PM Youth 

Group 

17 

18 

10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Annual Meeting 

19 

Presidents' Day 
6:30 PM Peace 

and Justice FG 
7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

20 

6:45 PM Session 

Meeting 

21 

10:00 AM The 

Seekers 
7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 
7:00 PM Worship 

FG 

22 

2:00 PM Challenge 

Deadline 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depres-

sion, Anxiety and 

Grief Support 

Group 

23 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 
6:30 PM Youth 

Group 

24 

25 

9:15 AM Adult Ed: Environmental 

Justice 
10:30 AM Worship 

26 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

27 

6:00 PM Human 

Resources FG 

28 1 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depres-

sion, Anxiety and 

Grief Support 

Group 

2 

6:30 PM Youth 

Group 

3 
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280 Members, Ministers 

Brennan Blue, Lead Pastor (beginning Feb. 1) 
 952-473-7378, brennan@stluke.mn 

Colin P. Elliott, Associate Pastor 
 801-556-1881, colin@stluke.mn 

David Lohman, Music Director 
 david@stluke.mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist 
 kate@stluke.mn 

Darla Monson, Finance Secretary 
952-473-7378, darla@stluke.mn or finance@stluke.mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary 
 952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or anne@stluke.mn 

Randy Lofgren, Custodian/Sexton 
 952-473-7378 

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender Coordinators 
 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388 

 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church  
3121 Groveland School Road  
Minnetonka, MN  55391 

St. Luke is a joyful,  inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey  

seeking to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am-4:00 pm 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN  55391 

 

WEB ADDRESS 

www.stluke.mn 

 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published monthly. 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the March newsletter is: 

2:00 pm, February  22  

to office@stluke.mn 

St. Luke Staff and Communications 


