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From the Desk of  
Brennan Blue 

I would like to set aside the privilege of this space to recognize all of 

those teachers, leaders, parents, mentors and role models that cultivate 

the calling of God’s justice and peace in others. 

In this past month, we’ve moved from Lent into Easter and winter into 

spring, all while following much of the ups and downs of the March for 

Our Lives movement and its push for comprehensive gun control reform. 

We have been inspired by the passion, dedication and creatively shown 

by the young people who’ve led the way in demanding accountability and 

change from our politicians and leaders.  The students of Marjory Stone-

man Douglas, so inspiring and impressive in their articulate leadership, 

have rightly been front and center in the call for action.  

Today, though, I want to recognize all of the teachers, leaders, parents 

and role models in their lives that have blessed them with the thoughtful 

ministry of mentorship and guidance.  The strength to speak out against 

injustice, corruption and despair does not occur in a vacuum or come 

solely within the individual.  It is clear to me that the student leaders who 

have captured our nation’s attention and captivated our imagination have 

been guided and nurtured by caring, committed role models not only 

these past few months, but throughout their development years.  

I would love to meet these students and affirm the incredible work they 

have undertaken.  I would also love to meet the those thoughtful, inten-

tional counselors, coaches, teachers, Sunday School leaders, mentors and 

leaders who have modeled and nurtured the commitment to justice, 

peace and healing to these fine young people.  These are folks whose 

names we will likely never know, and yet the ripples of their supporting 

presence, too, are being felt throughout our country. 
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From the Desk of Brennan Blue Cont. 

Friends, this is one of the great gifts and callings that we too share as a progressive faith community: the 

thoughtful and passionate nurture of God’s calling to justice and peace in the life of our children, youth and 

adults.  As I give thanks for those teachers, leaders and mentors who’ve shaped the strong student leaders 

of MSD, I echo my gratitude for each of you and the many, diverse ways that you nurture a commitment to 

God’s justice and peace.  St. Luke has a vital and important role to play in this meaningful work.  It is a rich 

part of our history and I am positive that it will continue to be an essential part of our present and future 

lives together.  May God bless us with wisdom and love as we cultivate this calling to justice and peace, to-

gether.  

Brennan 
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May 6  
Communion 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue  

Welcoming:  Carrie MacLeod 

Greeting:  Kathy Haskin & Roger Anderson 

Liturgist:  Bob Thomas 

Ushers:  Cel & Greg Smith 

Sound:  Mike Breckenridge 
 

May 13  
Announcements 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Linda Thomson 

Greeting:  Ann & Chuck Hommeyer 

Liturgist:  Chuck Hommeyer 

Ushers:  Janie & Steve Warner 

Sound:  Ken Corens 
 

May 20  
Choir Sunday 

Welcoming:  Cindy Eyden 

Greeting:  Cel & Greg Smith 

Liturgist:  Jim Gresham 

Ushers:  Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger 

Sound:  Jim Gregory 
 

May 27  
Announcements 

Preaching:  Colin P. Elliott 

Welcoming:  Kathy & Peter Whatley 

Liturgist:  Jim Gresham 

Ushers:  Frank Babka & Peter Whatley 

Sound:  Larry Stickler 
 

Deacons:  Cecy Faster and Lucille Goodwyne 

Worship Sundays 10:30 am 

New Member Class 

There will be a New Members Class on Sunday, 

April 29 at 8:45 am in the West Room.  Brunch 

style snacks will be provided.  Email Anne to sign 

up for the class.   
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Visual Arts 

Look Up!! 

We have some beautiful new artwork in the Garden Court – high above the doors! (And also on walls above 

and adjacent to the coffee service. The five works in the Garden Court are part of the generous loan by artist 

Dale Woodbeck that includes three additional paintings in the sanctuary and two in the upper entry area. 

Dale’s bright and energetic abstracts bring thoughts of spring and new life to our church. He has studied 

painting with Ellen Richman at Minnetonka Center for the Arts for ten years. Thank you, Dale, for sharing 

your talents and these fine images with St. Luke!  Submitted by Judy Cline 
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Neighborhood Gathering 

May Birthdays 

May 01  Peter Whatley 
May 02  Christina Gregory 
May 02  Bruce Grostephan 
May 02  Julie Kaplan 
May 03  Judy Leatham 
May 03  Sue Ribe 
May 03  Jane Wessen 
May 04  Lynn Cox 
May 04  Ethan Zimmerman 
May 05  Laura Phillips 
May 05  Dyke Williams 
May 06  Connie Blodgett 
May 06  Emily Mann 
May 06  Ted Wessen 
May 07  Cloe Capel 
May 07  Nancy Woolworth 
May 08  Skip Messenger 
May 10  Dick Clarke 
May 10  Jeremy Marks 
May 10  Katie Williams 
May 12  John Zimmerman 

Come one! Come all!  Sunday morning, May 6, is our annual neighborhood gathering.  After 
church, a light lunch will be provided by your deacons.  You will have the opportunity to eat and visit with 

friends and, perhaps, meet some new people from your neighborhood!  This is always a fun and delicious 

time! 

Hope to see you there! 

Your deacons 

May 14  John Bartee 
May 14  Nancy Rademacher 
May 16  Justin Bell 
May 16  Larry Nichols 
May 16  Natasha Seel 
May 17  Ginny Larson 
May 17  Carrie Lee MacLeod 
May 18  Joshua Woodbeck 
May 18  Lou Frank 
May 20  Linda Bearinger 
May 20  Robert McNamara 
May 23  Meghan Keenan 
May 23  Hattie Pettit 
May 23  Mariya Rosberg 
May 24  Mike Breckenridge 
May 24  Benjamin Klepfer 
May 26  Bud Hayden 
May 26  Ed Seel 
May 27  Cathy Gilson 
May 31  Bethany Cline 
May 31  Brian Kirk 

Support for Depression, Anxiety and Grief 

The St. Luke Depression, Anxiety and Grief Support Group will meet on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the 

Music Room on the lower level.  The group is facilitated by Dick Oberg.  Please call him with questions at 

952-545-5799 or 612-819-4433.  If you wrestle with any of these issues, please consider this nurturing group 

a resource for you. 
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SESSION SLICES 
- from Session Meeting on January 19, 2016 - The Book Group 

Women Connecting 

The St. Luke Book Group will meet Wednesday, May 9, at 9:30 am in the St. Luke Garden Court, hosted by 

Liz Heuser 

We are reading A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles: 

In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat 

by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest in the Metro-

pol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an in-

domitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, 

and must now live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous 

decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Un-

expectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much 

larger world of emotional discovery. 

Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beauti-

fully rendered scene after another, this singular novel casts a spell as it 

relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what it 

means to be a man of purpose. 

We meet the second Wednesday of the month, from September 

through May, and all are welcome. 

Liz Heuser 

You are invited to an evening of fun, laughter and MORE laughter!  That is what you 
can expect at the next Women Connecting pot luck on Sunday, May 20 starting at  5:00 pm at Maggie 

Coren's house - 17930 Comstock Road in Wayzata.  The game night was so successful in March that we are 

going to do games again in May. 

NOTE DATE CHANGE:  Normally we would meet on the 2nd Sunday (May 13) but since that is Mother's 
Day, we are moving the event to the 3rd Sunday (May 20).   

Please bring a finger food pot luck offering. This event is open to all who identify as women and is a great 

way to get to know some of the wonderful women of St. Luke - whether you are a member or a visitor. 

Please RSVP if you are planning to come to Maggie mcorens@yahoo.com or by calling 612-618-5439. 

http://maps.google.com/?q=17930+Comstock%20Road%20%20Wayzata%20MN%2055391
mailto:mcorens@yahoo.com
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Pictorial Directory 

Very Useful Pictorial Directory 

If you haven’t visited the on-line St. Luke directory lately, you are in for a treat!  It is synched with our data 

base, so information changes are always up-to-date.  And, you can make changes yourself!  You can update 

your own address, email, phone and picture!  

Refresher on getting to the directory:  Sign in to our website (www.stluke.mn), click on Member Log In/

Member Resources, enter our common password (call Anne if you have forgotten it), scroll down to and 

click on Directory, enter our common password again.  Voila!  You can look through the directory by family 
or by individual by clicking on the tabs at the top.  You can also put a first or last name in the search bar at 

the top. (Try Judy.  It’s amazing how many we have.) 

To make changes to your own information:  At the bottom of the directory page, click on Manage My 

Family Info.  Log in with your email and, this time, your own unique password.  Or, first timers, register with 
your email and select your unique password. You can review your profile and make updates and even up-

load your own family and individual picture.   

Please call or email me if you have any questions about this electronic connection to our St. Luke fami-

ly.  And thank you for your patience while we worked through the year-long+ conversion to a new church 

management system (data base). 

Anne Deuring 

office@stluke.mn 

952-473-7378 

 

Photos for on line directory 

We all know that looking up someone’s picture 

online is not a substitute for “Hello, it is good to 

see you.  Have we met?”  However, a pictorial di-

rectory can be a very useful tool for refreshing our 

memories and linking names with faces. 

If you would like us to take your picture for the di-

rectory, just let us know.  Chris Sullivan, a very able 

photographer, is willing to arrange to get your 

photo. 

https://stluke.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73aaaaab33e1aed0a4786bc15&id=18239c0396&e=44eab83969
mailto:office@stluke.mn
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Youth and Family Ministries 

April was a busy month with the intergenerational musical.  Rehearsals were a joyous time of com-
munity engaging the arts.  Singing, dancing, and fellowship, hard to imagine a heaven that wouldn’t include 

much of the same.  Thanks to Bob and Carol for leading us through, as well as Randy, Chip, and John who 

provided our sweet musical underscore.  

As we bid farewell to April, we also say goodbye 

to the 4 families and 14 people experiencing 

homelessness we were blessed to house in our 

building.  They braved the blizzard to arrive and 

were warmly greeted by welcome signs in their 

rooms and name cards on their beds.  A big 

shout out to youth star Deandre Williams who 

led the way in community bonding by spending 

time with the youth we were housing regularly.  

Though many bumps in the road were trav-

ersed, in the end the wonderful team effort of 

everyone who gave up their time and care to be 

in community blessed those suffering a hardship 

with a few moments of peace and security.  

But now, may all the blizzards be done, because 

we are kicking off May with an intergenerational 

gardening day to jumpstart our garden into 

spring. May 6, 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm.  After wor-

ship, we will gather for lunch and work with a 

leader from ICA to prep our garden for the new 

growing cycle.  A $5 suggested donation will 

help support this and other future youth meals.  

This is an INTERGENERATIONAL event, and 
volunteers of all ages are welcome.  Please RSVP 

to colin@stluke.mn if you plan to join us but are 

not generally at youth group.  

We continue our eco-focus in May with our 

monthly mission partner, Tree Trust.  Mid-May 

will bring with it an opportunity to plant trees in 

Eden Prairie.  Contact Colin for more infor-

mation.  

There is also some once-dormant creative energy 

awakening from hibernation in the basement.  As 

Colin was beginning the visioning work of his first year rebooting youth ministries at St. Luke, a recurring 

spirit kept returning: MURALS.  Details are still foggy, but Colin is charting a course toward engaging the 

youth in what is hoped to be the first of many mural projects, to bring some color to the walls down stairs.  

Stay tuned… 

Adventure to Vertical Endeavors climbing wall. 

mailto:colin@stluke.mn
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Educational Travel Scholarships 

Youth and Family Ministries cont. 

Question of the month, submitted by anonymous: Can God microwave a burrito so hot, even God 
couldn’t eat it? 

You can’t sneak a Simpsons quote past me! In all seriousness, when Homer asks this of Ned, in response 

Ned gives Homer a Bible and tells him that it’s was he turns for answers.  Hilarity ensues, but I was always 

struck at how Ned faithfully turned to his Bible when he was stuck with a philosophical problem.  Ned’s 

problem came from a classic critique of the traditional God, the paradox of limitless ability.  But when I say 

God, I mean it in a pantheistic sense, so I don’t have the same problem.  I see God as fully enmeshed in all 

of reality and the sum of that ultimate reality is God.  So, can God microwave a burrito so hot, even God 

couldn’t eat it?  I would say, no.  Because the burrito, the microwave, and the digestive system eating the 

burrito are all part of the same whole of God.  It seems to me like this is asking, “could a heart pump so 

many fingernails that a foot couldn’t walk on it?”  It is nonsensical, as it pulls apart the great divine Whole 

and then asks a piece of God to be set against God. – C 

 

*Colin is seeking questions to feature in the Youth Ministries section of the Challenge* 

**Submit the questions you have for youth ministries at St. Luke to colin@stluke.mn** 

For Youth and their Chaperones 

Are you considering participating in a mission trip this summer? 

The Karen L Johnson Scholarship Fund makes available scholarships for mission, service and educational 

travel for youth and their chaperones.  Applicants need to be involved in the life of St Luke.  If you are 

planning such a trip this summer or fall, contact Anne in the church office to obtain a scholarship form or 

call Connie Branson (612-867-1659) for more information. 

Submitted by the St. Luke Scholarship Committee 
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Climate Connections 

Opportunities in the Wider Community 

Healing Minnesota Stories sets next sacred-site tour April 28 

Healing Minnesota Stories, an initiative of the St. Paul Interfaith Network, 

is offering Sacred Sites Tours  through the coming spring, summer and fall 

months. The next open tour is planned Saturday, April 28, from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. The tours center around the confluence of the Mississippi and Min-

nesota rivers, what the Dakota refer to as Bdote, or "meeting place of riv-

ers." The tour stops include Fort Snelling, the site of the Dakota intern-

ment camp following the Dakota-U.S. War, and Pilot Knob Hill, a tradition-

al burial ground. Tours meet at the Church of St. Peter in Mendota, and 

proceed to sites from there by auto caravan. A donation is requested. Ad-

ditional information, along with registration information, is at "Sacred 

Sites."  Submitted by Lynn Cox 

Support Solar in MN Schools 

MNIPL invites you to sign on to support our children, our local Minnesota economies, and clean energy! HF 

3675/SF3129 (Xcel territory only) and HF3760/SF3628 (state-wide) are bills that would allow state funding to 

incentivize and support the installation of solar electric systems on public schools.  Clean up our energy sys-

tem while cleaning our air; financially supporting local school systems and providing relief to local taxpayers, 

educating our children and communities on the benefits of renewable energy while supporting those local 

economies.  Sign here to tell your elected officials--both legislators and school board members--that you 

support Solar for MN Schools legislation! Then go the next step and give them a call, or send them an email, 

or both. It just takes a minute. Want to join others in your district who support this legislation? Click here 

and we'll connect you with folks in your area! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rczcN9BX-_8XXBBGXHI8qD9Q-84v2WKNj_QSw9nhp0VpM1BgTmwQnjvmP9ZOybDhg0FLlatyk9m71qA4SpB63iC2XsdoSXFz6puVmCvvEdiaYx8yTmXcu0L35f0hbuRFVtBayaPKpN_o0Z3Vyq_cBgIz1QyO-dBZhUNRxLsOUoI=&c=rW1rmLXGNhCsXv4lA7UqUsY_56JQ_Aiy47mm5GvBk2tSpteAjM-2k
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rczcN9BX-_8XXBBGXHI8qD9Q-84v2WKNj_QSw9nhp0VpM1BgTmwQnkpZKH5tqUUhMsfHl8g5uZPXgpQTzBOFpoBpPJsMGqR5o50CORC74QWzE4RTJWQwFIAQq-5QkxaA5IuJQPiyMFYpo6aYbn7QjRJyePdnrOn2E-Lgs46fV02FAKVfzFfypaRo70en89hoHyzWrrODyMs7sLw_F4roS9ExlI3GjrPLa310
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rczcN9BX-_8XXBBGXHI8qD9Q-84v2WKNj_QSw9nhp0VpM1BgTmwQnkpZKH5tqUUhMsfHl8g5uZPXgpQTzBOFpoBpPJsMGqR5o50CORC74QWzE4RTJWQwFIAQq-5QkxaA5IuJQPiyMFYpo6aYbn7QjRJyePdnrOn2E-Lgs46fV02FAKVfzFfypaRo70en89hoHyzWrrODyMs7sLw_F4roS9ExlI3GjrPLa310
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/solarschools
https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/solarschools
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScN7qvY08HGynpweqMuiK3O1Gg0VwD6R8uxOrROFyU2dZGouQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScN7qvY08HGynpweqMuiK3O1Gg0VwD6R8uxOrROFyU2dZGouQ/viewform
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May 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 

8:00 AM Creation staging 
8:45 AM New Member Class 
10:30 AM "Creation" Production 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Eco Fair 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

30 

Women to Pine Ridge 
7:00 PM Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

1 

Women to Pine 

Ridge 

2 

Women to Pine 

Ridge 
1:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM ACA Study 

Group 
7:00 PM Book Study 

3 

Women to Pine Ridge 
4:00 PM Tea Party 

Set Up 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 
7:00 PM Folk Group 

Reh. 

4 

Women to Pine 

Ridge 
12:00 PM 

Groveland Tea 

Party 

5 

Men's Retreat 

6 

Men's Retreat 
10:30 AM Worship w/

Communion 
11:30 AM Neighborhood Brunch 
3:30 PM Youth Group 

7 

9:30 AM Staff Meet-

ing 
7:00 PM Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

8 

1:30 PM Wel-

coming FG 
6:00 PM Adult Ed 

FG 

9 

9:30 AM The Book 

Group 
1:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM Folk Group 

Reh. 

10 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

11 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 
7:00 PM Rossi 

Piano Recital 

12 

7:45 AM Her-

manos 

13 

Mother's Day 
10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM BeFrienders 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

14 

7:00 PM Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:00 PM Sustainabil-

ity FG 
7:30 PM AA 

15 

6:45 PM Session 

Meeting 

16 

10:00 AM The Seek-

ers 
1:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM ACA Study 

Group 
7:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM Worship FG 

17 

2:00 PM Challenge 

Deadline 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

18 19 

20 

Choir Sunday 
10:30 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Women Connecting 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

21 

6:30 PM Peace and 

Justice FG 
7:00 PM Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

22 

6:00 PM Human 

Resources FG 

23 

1:00 PM Book Study 
7:00 PM Book Study 

24 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

25 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 
6:30 PM Youth: 

AirMaxx Trampo-

line Park 

26 

27 

10:30 AM Worship 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

28 

Memorial Day 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

29 30 31 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 
7:00 PM Folk Group 

Reh. 

1 2 

9:30 AM 

Haakenstad 

Recital 
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Every member and friend, Ministers 

Rev. Brennan Blue, Senior Pastor  
 952-473-7378, brennan@stluke.mn 

612-518-7737 cell 

Rev. Colin P. Elliott, Associate Pastor 
 952-473-7378, colin@stluke.mn 

801-556-1881 cell 

David Lohman, Music Director 
 david@stluke.mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist 
 kate@stluke.mn 

Darla Monson, Finance Secretary 
952-473-7378, darla@stluke.mn or finance@stluke.mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary 
 952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or anne@stluke.mn 

Randy Lofgren, Custodian/Sexton 
 952-473-7378 

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender Coordinators 
 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388 

Joe Anderson & Brenda Davis, Sunday Morning Custodians 
 

 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church  
3121 Groveland School Road  
Minnetonka, MN  55391 

St. Luke is a joyful,  inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey  

seeking to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am-4:00 pm 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN  55391 

 

WEB ADDRESS 

www.stluke.mn 

 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published monthly. 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the June newsletter is: 

2:00 pm, May 17  

to office@stluke.mn 

St. Luke Staff and Communications 


