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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

The energy and enthusiasm coming out of the four transition 
workshops has been exciting and rewarding.  I’m grateful for so many 
who turned out to participate, learn, and grow together.  If you were 
unable to join us, please go to the website and listen to the sessions, 
as well as view the PowerPoints from them. These workshops were 
designed to give us a common language and starting place in this 
journey at St. Luke of moving forward and preparing for a new pastor.  
The question is, where next?

We are in a cultural period where church is the last thing on most 
people’s minds. In order to engage new folks to come to St. Luke—
particularly Gen Xers, Millennials, and Gen Zs—we have to change 
how we worship, how we do our business, and how we support our 
members. We know that people are interested in spirituality and even 
church, and that they want something that is both spiritual and 
committed to justice. St. Luke is poised to attract and become a home 
for these people, but we will need to speak their language and meet 
their needs. They will only come if we reach out to them. We cannot 
wait for visitors; we must seek them out and invite them.

It is also key that we understand that St. Luke, to use the language 
from the workshops, is in the Third Quadrant of the lifecycle of a 
congregation. This means that we are stable at the moment, but 
sliding towards problems if we don’t rebirth the congregation in a 
variety of ways.  What is God calling St. Luke to do and be in the 
future? We know parts of those answers, but need to work together in 
prayerfully discerning the future. If we know who we are at St. Luke 
and what we are called to do, then we are positioned to consider what 
sort of pastoral leader is needed to make this place live into that 
future. Continued on page 3
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Worship 
- Sundays at 10:30am - 

June 5
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Cindy Eyden
Greeters: Jamie Manning & Cathy Murphy 
Liturgist: Tammy Rogers
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Sound: Tim and Tyler Lowe
Visitor Host: Tamara Rogers

June 12 
Announcements
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Lynn Cox
Greeters: Bob & Carol Thomas
Liturgist: Samantha Klepfer
Ushers: Janie & Steve Warner
Sound: Larry Stickler

June 19 
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Greeters: Chip & Laura Goodall
Liturgist: Kim Capel
Ushers: Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger
Sound: Jim Gregory

June 26
Announcements
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Greeters: Jim Hayden & Bev Ryther
Liturgist: Ginny Larson
Ushers: Frank Babka and Peter Whatley
Sound: Jim Gregory

At 5 pm on July 10, 17, 24 and 31, St. Luke will host a gathering for food, community-building, and 
worship. This is intentionally scheduled to enable people to connect with St. Luke even if summer 
diversions take them away for the weekend. It is also designed to be family-centered, but open to 
all. 

Weather-permitting, we will gather outside.  There will be grills and hot dogs with the trimmings. You 
bring side dishes and beverages to share with your family and a few others.  We will share in the 
meal from about 5:00 to 5:45 and then gather for worship from about 5:45 to 6:30. We will all join in 
cleaning up and then be on our way.

We are strategically formulating this service to facilitate intergenerational relationships and provide 
authentic and relevant worship experiences. It enables us to reach out to our “unchurched” or “de-
churched” neighbors and invite them to something very different from the traditional church. Mark 
your calendars now and more details to follow!

Evening Worship in July
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We will pick up in the fall with conversations for the future.  
Meanwhile: 

1. Participate at St. Luke as much as you can over the 
course of the summer.

2. Consider for yourself as you sit by the lake, at the cabin, 
or in your home:  What is church for you?  Why do you 
participate in church?

3. Consider the question I posed at the end of the second 
workshop.  I told the story of one of my mentors who is 
married to an OB/GYN.  He was complaining to her about a 
congregation we were working with and how we were 
having trouble moving them towards any sort of change.  
His wife looked at him and asked, “Are they sick and tired 
or are they pregnant?”  Shocked, he asked what she meant 
and her reply was, “The symptoms are the same.”  My 
question to you to ponder over the summer is, “Is St. Luke 
sick and tired or is St. Luke pregnant?”  I believe it is the 
later, but what you think is what really matters. 

June Birthdays
June 1  Roger Anderson
June 1  Alison McNamara
June 2  Connie Bell
June 2  Beth Ramsey
June 4  Johnny Alford
June 5  Mark Stratman
June 7  Raya Capel
June 8  Ken Corens
June 9  Doug Reeder
June 9  Kaiya Winters
June 10  Antwan Sheppard
June 11  Doug Anderson
June 12  Ina Johnson
June 13  Arlene Nystuen
June 14  Martha Williams
June 15  Thomas Isaac Roberts
June 16  Tyler Lowe
June 16  Jill Magnuson
June 18  Matthew Cole
June 18  Ken Rader
June 20  Hannah Worrell
June 21  Elena Hicks
June 26  Luke Staples
June 26  Cindy Suplick
June 26  Nora Ungerman
June 27  Darrell Schmidt
June 28  Hazel Avery
June 29  Diane Crannell
June 29  Chuck Hommeyer
June 29  Emily Kirk
June 30  Linda Brodzik
June 30  Ella Egan

From the Desk of Anita Bradshaw, 
continued

Save the Date: Women are invited to Pine Ridge to sew with the people of the reservation on 
September 26-30.

Be sure to check out St. Luke’s Events page on-line to find all the happenings in our church and 
wider community.

Anne Deuring will be on vacation June 2 through June 7.  Please let her know if you are available to 
be a phone-answering angel during this time.  

Latin America Focus Group continues to have fair trade coffee for sale, at $10 per pound. See Frank 
Babka or Jeanne Meyer if interested.

Notables

http://www.stluke.mn/events/
http://www.stluke.mn/events/
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June’s Change for Change

In its final iteration of this camp at St. Luke, we 
will be joining the singing whales and 
trumpeting elephants in celebrating life and 
healthy relationships.

To accomplish this, we need a few more 
supplies. If you’re able to donate, please leave 
these items in the East Room.

Raffia
16” Lathe (see Doug Freeman)
Card board (large pieces, cereal boxes)
Brown paper bags or packing paper
Sponges
Cheap plastic table clothes (blue, green or 
sand)
Acrylic Paints (big cans; white, grey, black, 
blue, brown)
Brushes
Newspaper
Queen Sheets; Blue, White
Scissors 
Masking Tape
New/unused 5 Gallon Pails for drumming, etc
Small smooth rocks from Lake Superior

Our Change for Change recipient for the month 
of June is the Tibetan American Foundation of 
Minnesota. TAFM was formed in 1992 to aid the 
resettlement of Tibetan refugees in Minnesota 
admitted to the US under a special act of 
Congress. These special immigrants were not 
eligible for public assistance funds. 

There are now over 3,000 Tibetans living in the 
Twin Cities, the second largest concentration in 
the U.S. TAFM promotes the rich Tibetan cultural 
heritage under the leadership of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama. Programs include youth language, 
music and dance classes, and support for new 
arrivals. TAFM also disseminates information 
regarding those now living in China-controlled Tibet.  

All coins and bills put in the red envelope in the collection basket will go to TAFM. In addition, you 
are encouraged to write a check. This month put "Tibet" in the memo line.

Change for Change Recap: In April, $713.95 was collected for the women’s peacekeeping program 
of Nonviolent Peaceforce in South Sudan. Thank you to all who donated. 

Creative Arts and Nature Camp

http://www.tafm.org/
http://www.tafm.org/
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Adult Education 
(Formerly “Spirited Learning”) 

Please join us for discussions of John Philip Newell’s Christ of the Celts. 
We will discuss two chapters each week in a conversation facilitated by 
Anita Bradshaw. The schedule for each Sunday is below. Books can be 
ordered at local booksellers and online outlets or borrowed from the public 
and St. Luke libraries. This is a wonderful and poetic book designed to help 
us rethink many of the notions about Christianity we were raised with and 
give us a new way to understand and interpret. Join us for fun, lively, and 
enriching conversations, starting at 9:15 am!

June 5: Chapters 1 and 2

June 12: Chapters 3 and 4

June 19: Chapters 5 and 6

June 26: Chapters 7 and 8

My husband and I have raised two children at St Luke: a daughter, Jamie, who loved being part of 
things, to help the younger kids during gift-making, to sing and dance in the production, to talk to 
adults after church, and a younger son, Andy, who, like many kids, found church boring and wished 
he had more friends here. Andy fell into a gap between age groups and didn’t make many friends at 
church. We finally let him bring things to do when we came, and eventually gave in to letting him 
stay home, tired of the conflict on Sunday when peace was what we wanted.

Then Lori Alford introduced “Our Whole Lives” sexuality education. This curriculum was developed 
by Unitarians and United Church of Christ and is used within faith communities to encourage open 
communication, confidence and accurate information. Several parents attended the introduction 
meeting and we had a blast together. It was fun to spend time with other parents and begin to open 
up the conversation around sexuality, and to get know each other better.

It was not hard to convince Andy that he’d “have to come” to OWL. He knew he’d enjoy the topic 
and we never had to twist his arm to attend. He seemed to look forward to it, even leaving school 
events with friends to come to church and join in.

The best part, though, has been the result. As he has gone through his freshman year of high 
school this year, sexual topics periodically come up. As I start to talk about 
it with him, Andy has said, “Oh, we talked about that in OWL.” I get a big 
smile on my face and tremendous relief inside. Thank you, Lori Alford!

I wish the rest of my family and I could also go though the O.W.L. 
program. Since the curriculum does have segments for all ages, I hope 
we can explore offering this opportunity to everyone at St. Luke. 
Submitted by Nancy Kizilos-Clift

A Parent’s Praise of O.W.L.
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Scholarship News

The St. Luke Scholarship for STEM Excellence will provide financial support for high-
achieving undergraduate students pursuing work in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. The combination of one of these fields with ecology/environmental 
studies will be given added weight. Applicants must be members of St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
and/or have shown regular, active participation in St. Luke or St. Luke youth programs for at least 
two years. Preference will be given to applicants with high grades, ACT scores above 30, and those 
having been accepted into a school of science, technology, engineering, or mathematics. Students 
will not be limited by financial status. One $2,000 scholarship shall be granted per year, if 
qualifications are met. This scholarship was established through the generosity of Richard William 
and Jean Illsley Clarke. The Legacy Focus Group would like to extend our deepest thanks to the 
Clarkes for this gift. The Legacy Program is proud to announce Kevin Kirk as the recipient of this 
scholarship. 

Kevin, the son of Jennifer and Brian Kirk, is a high school senior graduating from Hopkins High 
School. Kevin has excelled in his high school studies and ACT exams and has participated in a 
mentorship program getting real-world experience in a STEM field. He was baptized and confirmed 
at St. Luke and has been a regular participant. During his sophomore year he helped lead the 
“Come Walk With Us” presentations to the congregation, session and the presbytery concerning 
climate change. Kevin will be attending the University of Wisconsin – Madison in the fall with an 
intention to major in Aerospace Engineering.

The Woolworth Scholarships will be awarded to motivated students from St. Luke who have 
a goal of graduating with a bachelor’s degree in science, history or education. The 
scholarship shall be for a period of one year, payable to the educational institution. Applicants must 
be members or regular participants at St. Luke Presbyterian Church. Students will not be limited by 
financial status. Two $1,500 scholarships shall be granted this year. This scholarship was 
established through the generosity of Nancy Woolworth. The Legacy Focus Group would like to 
extend our deepest thanks to the Nancy for this gift. The Legacy Program is proud to announce 
Jamie Kizilos-Clift and Leif van Leirop as the recipients of the Woolworth Scholarships. 

Jamie, the daughter of Nancy and Peter Kizilos-Clift, was also baptized and confirmed at St. Luke. 
She is a high school senior graduating from Minnetonka High School. Jamie plans to attend 
Lawrence College in Appleton, Wisconsin in the fall, with an intention of majoring in Biology or 
Health Sciences. Her hope is to ultimately become an orthodontist. 

Leif, the son of Chris and Ben van Lierop, became a member of St. Luke when he was confirmed. 
He is currently attending the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities Campus with a major in 
Bioproducts and Biosystems Engineering. He describes this field as consisting of “developing 
sustainable solutions using renewable resources to meet the world’s growing materials and energy 
demands.”

The Legacy Focus Group also would like to announce that application forms for the Karen L. 
Johnson Scholarships are now available. These scholarships, given by Judy Nelson in loving 
memory of her sister Karen Johnson, provide financial support for youth and their chaperones 
engaged in mission, service, and educational experiences to poor and underserved areas both 
internationally and within the United States. Both youth from member families and youth actively 
engaged in St. Luke activities are eligible for these scholarships. Three $250 scholarships are 
available this year.
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Faith Formation Update

Now that the program year is done and summer plans come underway, we have new ways to 
engage with our children and youth. The church is one of the few places where many generations 
gather together in community.  Check these out and see what connection is waiting for you.

• Saturday, June 11 and 18, 9:00 am-3:00 pm:  Our youth 
are gathering to care for a member’s home by scraping 
old paint, doing the prep work, and placing a fresh coat on 
the house. We need many helpers: you can direct from 
the ground, teach a kid how to scrape, or paint alongside 
us. Click here to sign up and share your time!

• Confirmation Mentorship:  As we fill our roster of 
confirmands, we will need to fill our roster of mentors. 
Consider asking the big questions with a teen beginning in 
the fall. To find out more, contact Lori at lori@stluke.mn

• Sunday Evening worship: come explore new ways to experience relevant, meaningful 
worship together in Sunday evening worship services throughout July. They will be family 
oriented and fully intergenerational. Watch for more information! 

• Sunday mornings: Beginning May 29, a table of activities enhancing the day’s worship for 
children and youth will be set at the entrance of the sanctuary. Engage your kids, your 
grandkids, your neighbor’s kids, or the kids sitting next to you as we move through worship.

May 17, 2016 was the final Session meeting for Molly, Peg, Cel, Kim and Nancy.  We thanked them 
for all their outstanding service to St. Luke during their tenure as Elders. We look forward to 
welcoming our new slate of Elders (and Deacons) at the Congregational Meeting on June 12, where 
they will be elected and ordained.  We are grateful to Cathy Murphy and the Nominating Committee 
for their continued efforts to find good leaders for St. Luke.  

Session discussed the future of the Arts and Nature Camp and the growth and successes it has had 
at St. Luke over the past 6 years.  It was decided that due to separation issues (when a minister 
leaves, the minister's family leaves, too), this summer will be the final year of the Arts and Nature 
Camp at St. Luke. We pray for blessings on the camp, campers, staff and volunteers as they begin 
this summer's adventures.

Session voted to allow Randall Schumacher's band, "Cabaret for Care" to hold an open rehearsal at 
St. Luke on Sept. 30, 2016 in the evening. Molly provided an update on the communications plan, 
detailing where information can be found and who is responsible for our communication outlets.  
Anita gave us an update on progress toward hiring new staff. Our next Session meeting will be June 
21. Submitted by Jill Engeswick, Clerk of Session

Session Slices

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5a728a20-stluke
mailto:lori@stluke.mn
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5a728a20-stluke
mailto:lori@stluke.mn
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Ways to Serve

Major Gifts
Serving on St. Luke Major Gifts Focus Group is open to all. Each year this group donates part of St. 
Luke’s budget to other organizations. The volunteer commitment consists of reading the applications
—which are several pages and about 10-15 in number— and then attending a meeting in which we 
discuss and prioritize the available funding. The deadline for applications this year is Wednesday, 
June 1.  Please contact Nancy Rademacher for applications or to volunteer.

St. Luke People Serving People
Every 2nd, 4th, and 5th Friday evening, St Luke serves dinner to 
families at People Serving People in downtown Minneapolis.  Dinner 
service runs from 4:30 - 5:30 pm, and we try to arrive around 4:00 pm. 
The duties include serving food items and cleaning up after service. We 
are typically done by about 5:45. Children must be at least 12 years old. 
We also need to wear closed-toe shoes and long pants. If you would 
rather not wear a stylish hairnet, wear your own baseball cap or 
bandana! If you are interested, please contact Chip Goodall. It's a 
wonderful service opportunity.

Stand Up for Peace and Justice
Sign up now to be part of the St. Luke Peace and Justice Action Network. You’ll receive one e-mail a 
month containing a quick, easy opportunity to influence government and public opinion on issues 
important to St. Luke and the world. Email us to get started.

Volunteer Teachers Needed for Kwanzaa Summer School
Kwanzaa’s 21st Century Academy, as part of the 
Northside Achievement Zone, works with families and 
schools to help children raise their grade levels as they 
form meaningful relationships with adults. This summer 
the 21st Century Academy, for students entering grades 
six through nine, will be part of the summer school 
program sponsored by the Minneapolis Public Schools. 
Volunteer teachers will mentor and form relationships.  
They will have the freedom to teach projects designed to 
enrich the lives of students as they learn new skills. The 
summer school will meet June 13 to July 22 at the 
Metropolitan Community Technical College in Minneapolis. The hours are 9:00 until 3:00 but the 
hours for volunteer teachers are very flexible and do not include Fridays. You may volunteer for the 
hours you are available, from an hour or two a week to several hours a day. For information please 
email the Rev. Dr. Alika Galloway.  

mailto:%20nanrademacher@gmail.com?subject=Major%20Gifts%20Focus%20Group
mailto:cgoodall2@comcast.net?subject=People%20Serving%20People
mailto:stlukepeaceandjustice@gmail.com?subject=Peace%20and%20Justice
mailto:%20rgall60099@aol.com?subject=Kwanzaa%20Summer%20School
mailto:%20nanrademacher@gmail.com?subject=Major%20Gifts%20Focus%20Group
mailto:cgoodall2@comcast.net?subject=People%20Serving%20People
mailto:stlukepeaceandjustice@gmail.com?subject=Peace%20and%20Justice
mailto:%20rgall60099@aol.com?subject=Kwanzaa%20Summer%20School
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One of our guests, a resolute young mother of two without a car and working two jobs, left this note: 

“Volunteers of St. Luke, I just wanted to thank 
each and every one of you for taking the time to 
host us, feed us, fellowship, and take my kids to 
the park and just thank you for being such a 
huge blessing to me and my family.  Me and my 
family felt very welcome and comfortable while 
we were here.  We deeply appreciate all that 
you have done.  Have a blessed day and just 
know we will miss all of you.  
Sincerely, Kanesha and family.  
P.S. Happy Mothers Day to all the moms.  Also, Happy Early Fathers day to the men.” 

All of our guest families thanked us in different ways. We hosted three families of 10 people 
including 6 children. Our guests experienced wonderful food, fun times on two playgrounds and in 
our nursery, genuine hospitality, friendship, secure nights sleeping in our classrooms, and received 
over 100 clothing items for our non-profit partner. St. Luke collaborated with two other churches in 
hosting our families. During the week each of these families secured new or additional employment, 
and one family signed a lease. We celebrate their determined efforts to take care of their families. 
We were one big step on their journey home!    

Special thanks to: Lori Alford & family, Carol Allis, Doug Anderson, Sue Belz & granddaughter, 
Sheryl & Jim Bjork, Lori Cocking, Maggie & Ken Corens, Cecy Faster, Lou Frank, Peter Frederick, 
Cathy Gilson, Judy Gregg, Bob Haskin, Evelyn Headen, Maureen & Craig Henderson, Arlene Jullie, 
Becky Kajander, Emily Kirk, Janet Kramer-Barr, Judy Leatham, Dick Lundy, Jeanne Meyer, Mary 
Pukite Morrow & family, Mary Moulton, Judy Nelson, Arlene & Jerry Nystuen, Nancy Olmsted, 
Gretchen Otto, Rachel Pettit & family, Connie Ryks, Darrell Schmidt, Cel & Greg Smith, Julia & Leah 
Spranger, St. Luke children, Linda Thomson, Chris van Lierop, Harding Van Schaack, Ray Van 
Wyhe, Kathy & Peter Whatley, Katie Williams, Paul Winslow, and Sandy Zeiss.

Thanks to our partners: Church of Peace youth, Cub Foods, Excelsior United Methodist Church 
members Jane & Mike Pole and Sandy Stromberg & family, HisHouse founder Martha Brannon, 
Reach & Restore founder Ronda Oliver & assistant Kim Kirchner, and North Star Therapy Animals 

Families Moving Forward Recap

“I have been told that I have two alternatives:  either go to jail or go to the army.  But I would 
like to say that there is another alternative, and that alternative is Justice.”  –Muhammad Ali
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316 Members, Ministers 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Curtis Kettler, Music Director 
307-630-0498, Curtis@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn 

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper
952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Ben Miller, Custodian/Sexton 
Molly Muniz, Communication Manager

952-217-2693, Molly@StLuke.Mn
Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender 
Coordinators 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a 
month. The deadline for submitting 

articles for the July newsletter is 2pm, 
June 23 to office@stluke.mn 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

