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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

An interim/transitional time is always about getting 
ready for the new pastor who will be called, elected, 
and confirmed by the congregation and Presbytery. It 
used to be that it was more the personality and theology fit between 
pastor and congregation that was key. Essentially, congregations saw 
the new pastor as a “plug and play” situation where the new person 
came and plugged into the congregation and the play button was 
pressed and off everyone went without much substantially changing. A 
few new ideas and a few new ways of doing things, but essentially, 
not much changed. This is not the case anymore. 

As we have discussed numerous times, this a different day and age 
for congregations. New pastors often face challenges that predeces-
sors never dreamed of facing. A culture that is generally unenthusias-
tic about church. Competition from schools and other institutions that 
no longer respect Sunday morning as “church” time. Aging buildings 
and declining memberships. And nervousness about losing what has 
always been held as near and dear in a congregation. Now we know 
changes are afoot and it is not always easy to know how to respond 
or what to do.

A concept that is currently being explored in church circles is that of 
“traditioned innovation.” Traditioned innovation refers to a growing 
movement to not look at change as dumping the past for the new and 
uncharted future, but rather holding the past and the future in a 
creative tension that allows for change, but in a way that honors the 
past and takes from it what is most at the DNA of a congregation. 

Continued on Page 2 



From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw Cont. 

At St. Luke, this might take the form of honoring the deep and rich tradition of social justice, but 
doing it in a more focused way that moves St. Luke into the future as partners in coalitions of other 
churches and organizations. St. Lukers are already doing that in working with Beacon Interfaith 
Housing on the project in Plymouth. It is not a St. Luke project alone. Beacon does the organizing 
and we join the effort. But Beacon is open to feedback and change from the partners. It is a more 
organic process that provides a win for everyone. It is working with others to collaboratively and 
creatively figure out how to get affordable housing for those who most need it. These are the kinds of 
collaborations and coalitions that will allow St. Luke to fulfill its mission for social justice and be 
stronger and accomplish more than if St. Luke were to go it alone.

A good summary article on traditioned innovation can be found here:

https://www.faithandleadership.com/content/traditioned-innovation

My closing thought is from this article:

The church is stuck in a war between “We’ve always done it that way” and “The future is about 
leading change.” . . . We do not need radical change. The task of transformative leadership is not 
simply to “lead change.” Transformative leaders know what to preserve as well as what to change. 
We need to conserve wisdom even as we explore risk-taking mission and service. Too much change 
creates chaos. Transformative change, rooted in tradition and the preservation of wisdom, cultivates 
the adaptive work that is crucial to the ongoing vitality and growth of any organism, Christian institu-
tions included.

It is transformative change that revitalizes and propels a congregation into a new cycle of its life, not 
just a new pastor. May we work together in the remaining time of this transition to prepare for a new 
pastoral leader, but to also prepare for this new phase of St. Luke’s life. Let us discern together 
God’s call for St. Luke moving into the future.
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Recognition of Graduates

On Sunday, June 4 we will recognize all graduating high 
school and college seniors in worship. If you have a 
graduating senior, please let the office know so we can recognize her or 
him.
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June 18
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Greeting: Lynn Cox 
Liturgist: Becky Kajander and Peter Frederick
Ushers: Nancy Anderson and Don Ellenberger
Sound: Larry Stickler

June 25
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Liturgist: Carol Allis
Greeting: Becky Kajander
Ushers: Frank Babka and Peter Whatley
Sound: Mike Breckenridge

June 4
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Greeting: Mary Lou Hoff
Liturgist: Adele Sullivan
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Sound: Ken Corens

June 11
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Greeting: Carol Allis and Peter Frederick
Liturgist: Jill Engeswick
Ushers: Janie and Steve Warner
Sound: Tim and Tyler Lowe

Worship Sundays 10:30

Thank YOU, Families Moving Forward 54 Volunteers

Our guest families enjoyed excellent food from our dinner hosts, evening support from St. Luke 
adults and children/grandchildren, and slept well with our overnight hosts providing secure nights. 
The warm hospitality of St. Luke members was felt by our guests. Eleven St. Luke youth set up our 
rooms for sleeping and made welcome signs for each guest child. Lakewinds, CUB foods, and Target 
provided gift cards for breakfast & lunch foods. 

One of our families moved into an apartment after our hosting. Your efforts gave these four families 
precious time to work with Beacon to find affordable housing, secure employment, access govern-
ment services, and learn financial skills to better support themselves. You were one step on their 
journey to a new home. 

Thank you! - Doug Anderson, Becky Kajander, Arlene Nystuen, and Harding Van Schaack 

The Families Moving Forward Committee wants to thank 
our 54 volunteers for extending our supportive commu-
nity to our four guest families of 14 people including 
nine children. In addition, two of our church families, a collaborat-
ing church volunteered to provide support on two evenings but were 
not needed. 
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Bridges for Peace

June Birthdays

Al-Amaan Center is pleased to present a new community program to better 
acquaint our neighbors and friends to Islam, Muslims and Al-Amaan Center. Have 
you ever wanted to hear first-hand from Muslims about the deeply held tenets and daily practice of 
Islam? While we live in an era of quick sound bites, taking a bit of time to dig deeper can be illuminat-
ing. Please be our guests for an informative talk, plenty of time for questions, the chance to experi-
ence congregational prayer, a tour of our worship space, and a meal with friends.
 
Join us for our next session: Saturday, July 8, 2017, 4:00 pm - 6:30 pm
 
Al-Amaan Center, 5620 Smetana Drive, Minnetonka, MN 55343
(In the Opus business park, near Opportunity Partners, Cloud 9 high rise.)
 
To register: http://www.alamaan.org/bridges-for-peace

Safra Ali, Communications Manager for Al-Amaan Center
safra.ali@alamaan.org

June 1  Roger Anderson
June 1  Alison McNamara
June 2  Connie Bell
June 2  Susan Belz
June 2  Beth Ramsey
June 5  Mark Stratman
June 6  Rachel Pettit
June 7  Raya Capel
June 7  Claire Ungerman
June 8  Ken Corens
June 9  Doug Reeder
June 9  Kaiya Winters
June 10  Antwan Sheppard
June 11  Doug Anderson
June 11  Bretta Wilbur

June 29  Diane Crannell
June 29  Chuck Hommeyer
June 29  Emily Kirk
June 30  Ella Egan

June 13  Arlene Nystuen
June 14  Avi Ray
June 14  Martha Williams
June 15  Tim Lowe
June 15  Thomas Isaac Roberts
June 16  Tyler Lowe
June 16  Jill Magnuson
June 18  Matthew Cole
June 18  Ken Rader
June 20  Hannah Worrell
June 21  Elena Hicks
June 26  Luke Staples
June 26  Cindy Suplick
June 26  Nora Ungerman
June 27  Darrell Schmidt
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June Book Read

Solar News

Anita will be leading a book discussion each Sunday in June 
during the Adult Ed hour at 9:15 am. We will be reading Diana 
Butler Bass’s Grounded: Finding God in the World: A Spiritual 
Revolution. The book explores the spiritual revolution taking place as 
traditional religious practices are declining. 

The Amazon.com description states: "Grounded explores this cultural 
turn as Bass unpacks how people are finding new spiritual ground by 
discovering and embracing God everywhere in the world around 
us—in the soil, the water, the sky, in our homes and neighborhoods, 
and in the global commons. Faith is no longer a matter of mountaintop 
experience or institutional practice; instead, people are connecting 
with God through the environment in which we live. Grounded guides 
readers through our contemporary spiritual habitat as it points out and 
pays attention to the ways in which people experience a God who 
animates creation and community.”

Get the book and come and enjoy good and lively conversation!

Where we stand:
• 21 percent of energy produced in Minnesota already is renewable
• Clean energy accounts for more than 15,000 jobs in Minnesota, which contribute more than $1 
billion in economic activity annually
• U.S. solar installations have grown 17-fold since 2008
• The transition to a clean-energy economy is not some far-off event that depends on a massive 
federal program. It’s happening now, faith community by faith community and neighborhood by 
neighborhood.

Thank you for your leadership!

Source: Brett Benson (MNIPL) 
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Tuesday Morning Meditation Group

Mere Objects–A Participatory Art Project

Two things don’t go out of style: good food and clear 
thinking. Find both of them in the oldie-but-goldie Diet for a Small 
Planet by Frances Moore Lappé.  About her, historian Howard Zinn 
wrote: “A small number of people in every generation are forerunners, 
in thought, action, spirit, who swerve past the barriers of greed and 
power to hold a torch high for the rest of us. Lappé is one of those.”  
And The Washington Post says: “Some of the twentieth century’s most 
vibrant activist thinkers have been American women – Margaret Mead, 
Jeannette Rankin, Barbara Ward, Dorothy Day – who took it upon 
themselves to pump life into basic truths. Frances Moore Lappé is 
among them."  I prepared and ate her Feijoada Brazilian Dinner, page 
134.  Eating righteously for yourself and the planet doesn’t have to 
taste like wallpaper paste on a Saltine.  Diet for a Small Planet in our 
church library so check it out.  

Submitted by Chris Sullivan

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten 
that we belong to each other.” —Mother Teresa

What: Lay-led meditation group When: Tuesdays, 9 -10:00 am
Where: Folkestone Chapel (Pres. Homes), 100 Promenade Ave., Wayzata 55391
Who: All welcome! Facilitated by Evelyn Headen and 3 Folkestone co-conspirators
How: Introductory sessions June 6 & 13; subsequently, a 20-minute “sit” using the Centering Prayer 
model (or one of your own choosing), other practices such as Lectio Divina, and shared conversation.
Resources: Optional: The Heart of Centering Prayer by Cynthia Bourgeault or other books on prayer 
and meditation. A resource list will be developed.

Questions? Ask Evelyn: (952) 249-2782 or eheaden918@msn.com
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Seasoned Lukers Summer Party! Saturday, June 10

Our guest families enjoyed excellent food from our dinner hosts, evening support from St. Luke 
adults and children/grandchildren, and slept well with our overnight hosts providing secure nights. 
The warm hospitality of St. Luke members was felt by our guests. Eleven St. Luke youth set up our 
rooms for sleeping and made welcome signs for each guest child. Lakewinds, CUB foods, and Target 
provided gift cards for breakfast & lunch foods. 

One of our families moved into an apartment after our hosting. Your efforts gave these four families 
precious time to work with Beacon to find affordable housing, secure employment, access govern-
ment services, and learn financial skills to better support themselves. You were one step on their 
journey to a new home. 

Thank you! - Doug Anderson, Becky Kajander, Arlene Nystuen, and Harding Van Schaack 

Come take advantage of the summer breezes off lovely Lake Minnetonka at Bud and 
Carol Hayden’s house for a summer party from 6:00 – 9:00 pm. We will supply non-alcohol-
ic drinks including soda, water and decaf coffee. Bring an appetizer or dessert to share and your own 
alcoholic beverage. We encourage you to carpool, with details and house directions provided later. 
Please RSVP by Monday, June 5 to Anne in the office.  

The Hayden’s Minnetonka residence is 6398 Smithtown Rd., Excelsior 55331 and there is parking 
available on the road.

Support for Depression, Anxiety and Grief

The St. Luke Depression, Anxiety and Grief Support Group will meet on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 pm in Room 208. The group is facilitated by Dick Oberg. Please call him with questions at 
952-545-5799 or 612-819-4433. If you wrestle with any of these issues, please consider this 
nurturing group a resource for you.

Fair Trade Coffee

Latin America Focus Group continues to have fair trade coffee for sale, at 
$10 per pound. See Frank Babka or Jeanne Meyer if interested.
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Session Slices

Session Meeting May 16, 2017 

The Congregational meeting will be on Sunday, June 4 after a shortened service. We will be electing 
new officers (elders, deacons, audit and nominating committee members), and voting on changing 
our Bylaws to include an option to use email voting when necessary. The Pastor Nominating Commit-
tee (PNC) will give us an update. The Capital Campaign, "a little for A LOT," has been very success-
ful.  Don will give an update as well.

The search for an Associate Pastor is underway and the search committee has begun receiving 
resumes.

The Congregational Survey Summary has been updated to include a qualitative analysis of the 
eighty-six free-form responses provided by survey participants to the question “What are your 
dreams, desires, and wishes for the church over the next five years?" Many thanks to Peter Freder-
ick for providing his expertise in this area. Session voted to approve the addition of the survey sum-
mary and have it made available to the congregation through email and paper copies on the back 
counter of the sanctuary. 

Session voted to joyfully approve the request of Kate and Tom Niemisto to have a piano/cello recital 
at St. Luke on July 30. The free will donations will go to support our current capital campaign!

We discussed current efforts of churches to work with refugees/immigrants and decided that Session 
would support efforts of any St. Luke group who would like to take this on.

The MN Council of Churches will make Blessed Ramadan signs available for purchase this year.  St. 
Luke will have four for our property and take orders for others who want to buy one ($16).

We had a discussion to begin planning for an additional St. Luke sign to be placed by the lower 
parking lot for the Groveland School families to see when they drop their children off at school. Larry 
Stickler has done some research on this.

Buildings and Grounds elder, Jeff Klepfer, reported that Molly Muniz has resigned as the Bldg and 
Grounds chair.  We are so grateful for all the work she has done on our building. Randy Schumacher 
has agreed to be the new chair. God's blessings are great!

Sincerely, Jill Engeswick
Clerk of Session



28
10:30 AM Worship 

29
Memorial Day
7:00 PM One World 
Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

30
Women to Pine Ridge

31
6:30 PM PNC 

1
Women to Pine Ridge
7:00 PM ACA
7:00 PM Depression, 
Anxiety and Grief 
Support Group

2 3
9:00 AM Haakenstad 
Piano Recital 
1:00 PM Haakenstad 
Piano Recital 
4:00 PM Haakenstad 
Piano Recital 

4
Graduate Recognition 
Pentecost
9:15 AM June Book Read 
10:30 AM Worship 
w/Communion 
11:30 AM Congregational 
Meeting 
11:30 AM Sr. High Youth 
gathering 

5
7:00 PM One World 
Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

6
1:30 PM Welcoming FG
6:00 PM Spirited 
Learning FG
6:30 PM Special Session 
Meeting

7
6:00 PM Worship FG 
6:30 PM PNC 
7:00 PM ACA Study 
Group

8
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 
Anxiety and Grief 
Support Group 

9
4:00 PM People Serving 
People 

10
7:30 AM Hermanos 
6:00 PM Seasoned Luker 
Party 

11
9:15 AM June Book Read 
10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM BeFrienders 
6:00 PM Women 
Connecting 

12
7:00 PM One World 
Community Choir 
7:00 PM Sustainability FG 
7:30 PM AA 

13
6:00 PM Spirited 
Learning FG 

14
9:30 AM The Book Group 
6:30 PM PNC 

15
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 
Anxiety and Grief 
Support Group 

16 17

18
Father's Day
9:15 AM June Book Read 
10:30 AM Worship 

19
6:30 PM Peace and 
Justice FG 
7:00 PM One World 
Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

20
6:45 PM Session Meeting 

21
10:00 AM The Seekers 
6:30 PM PNC 
7:00 PM ACA Study 
Group 

22
12:30 PM Men's Lunch 
2:00 PM Challenge 
Deadline 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 
Anxiety and Grief 
Support Group 

23
4:00 PM People Serving 
People

24

25
9:15 AM June Book Read 
10:30 AM Worship 

26
7:00 PM One World 
Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

27
6:00 PM Human 
Resources FG 

28
6:30 PM PNC 

29
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 
Anxiety and Grief 
Support Group 

30
4:00 PM People Serving 
People 

1
9:00 AM Haakenstad 
Piano Recital
1:00 PM Haakenstad 
Piano Recital

June



St. Luke Staff and Communications

292 Members, Ministers
 Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor
     952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
     612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 
Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
     952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 
Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
     Kate@StLuke.Mn
David Lohman, Music Director
     david@StLuke.Mn
Darla Monson, Bookkeeper
     952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or       
     Finance@StLuke.Mn 
Anne Deuring, Secretary
     952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or        
     Anne@StLuke.Mn 
Louis Munn, Building Manager/Sexton 
     952-473-7378
Jessica Wood, Communication Manager
     Jessica@StLuke.Mn
Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, 
     BeFriender Coordinators
     952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road, Minnetonka, MN 

55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a month. The 
deadline for submitting articles for the 

July newsletter is: 
2:00 pm, June 22 to office@stluke.mn. 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking to do 
justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God.


