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IN THIS ISSUE 

From the Desk of  
Brennan Blue 

Dear friends,  

In full transparency, I would like to share from the top here that it is cur-

rently April 25 as I sit down to write this, our June Challenge opener.  

Laura and I are now in the “any day now” stages of our pregnancy and I 

am working ahead in as many areas that I can to help provide smooth a 

parental leave period as possible for all of us.  I hope to have baggy eyes, 

unkempt hair and the world’s biggest grin on my face by the time this 

Challenge issue reaches you, as this will mean that I’ve finally entered into 

the vocation of fatherhood.  Laura and I appreciate the grace of this time 

away and look forward to introducing you to little Avery when the time is 

right.  As a reminder to all, my period of parental leave began on May 13 

and will conclude on June 10.  I look forward to being back with you all 

on June 10 

I would like to share more than just this message of gratitude, though, as 

I look forward to June.  With the arrival of summer, I look forward to re-

turning from my leave to join in the gift of one of the “slower” seasons in 

the life of the church year.  The summer slow down churches often expe-

rience is a perfect chance to continue the deep discernment work that we 

are still navigating as a community emerging from a time of transition.  I 

am already charting out special focuses for these sunny summer weeks, 

like networking with the interfaith community around us and undertaking 

a thorough reviewing of our community’s policies and bylaws.  

As I continue in looking with hope towards this summer, I invite you all to 

do the same and consider what carefully tended, intentional work you 

may be called to this summer, be it personally, professionally or here with 

St. Luke.  As you do so, I also pray that you may be blessed this summer 

with opportunities to rest from your work so that you may, in turn, work 

from your place of rest.  

With love and gratitude,  

Brennan 
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Introducing Avery Eileen Blue 

Session Slices 

From the meeting of May 15, 2018 

Change is afoot on our lower level.  Tricia Goodwyne is closing Minnetonka Learning Center in June after 
27 years of providing excellent preschool child care.  Knowing MLC will be missed, Session was pleased to 

approve a lease agreement for a new tenant - The Children's School, a toddler and preschool child care pro-

gram owned and run by Stephanie Hummeny.  Stephanie, a licensed elementary school teacher, has provid-

ed Tonkawood Tots child care in her home in Minnetonka for five years.  As she expands her business into 

all of the space in the east end of our lower level, Stephanie will provide full-time care and education for 35-

45 toddlers and preschoolers.  She welcomes inquiries at s.humenny@gmail.com.   

In preparation for opening in the end of August, The Children's School will reconfigure classrooms, repaint 

entryway and bathrooms and also install a security system to be used on the lower level entry during oper-

ating hours.  Through a shared space agreement, St. Luke Sunday School will use The Children's School 

classrooms on Sunday mornings.  Special thanks go to Don Davies for developing and negotiating the lease 

agreement. 

Also in May, Session affirmed reception of the Spring New Member Class: Rick Bell, Katrina Bergman, Jason 

Stevensen, Krista Schneider, Elizabeth Paulson, Wayne Mayer, Jill Wheeler. 

mailto:s.humenny@gmail.com
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June 3  
Communion 

Preaching:  Colin P. Elliott  

Welcoming:  Cindy Eyden 

Liturgist:  Bob Haskin 

Ushers:  Cel & Greg Smith 

Sound:  Jim Gregory 
 

June 10  
Announcements 

Preaching:  John Lee 

Welcoming:  Janet Kramer-Barr 

Greeting:  Adele Sullivan 

Liturgist:  Don Davies 

Ushers:  Janie & Steve Warner 

Sound:  Larry Stickler 
 

June 17  
Preaching:  Brennan Blue 
Welcoming:  Sue Kirchhoff 

Liturgist:  Tamara Rogers 

Ushers:  Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger 

Sound:  Mike Breckenridge 
 

June 24  
Announcements 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Greeting:  Sandy Zeiss 

Welcoming:  Carrie MacLeod 

Liturgist:  Bob Haskin 

Ushers:  Frank Babka & Peter Whatley 

Sound:  Ken Corens 
 

Deacons:  Julia Spranger, Jere Cleaveland 

Worship Sundays 10:30 am 

Adult Education 

Sundays at 9:15 am in the East Room 

 

June 3:  Is God supernatural or natural? Is God 

transcendent or immanent? Is God to be feared 
or loved? These are some of the questions that 

have been asked by humanity throughout time, and 

on June 3 we’ll be answering them! Well, maybe 

not with any certainty, but we will talk all about 

many different theological models that have been 

constructed, and reflect on their authenticity and 

validity for our lives.  Colin P. Elliot will be leading 

this discussion. 

 

Gun Reform 
If you missed the gun reform adult ed. hour on May 

6, you are invited to view all of the handouts on our 

website, www.stluke.mn.  

The handouts will help you find out how YOU can 

make a difference, discuss how to advocate/talk 

about sensible gun reform measures, learn some of 

the many startling facts about gun violence, and 

use the easy equation to prepare your own person-

al 1-minute message. 

There is a growing momentum about gun reform in 

our country. We strongly encourage you to join in 

by calling your legislators, working for candidates 

who are progressive on this issue, and helping to 

register people to vote.  It's never too late to help 

make positive change. 

Thanks! 

Nancy Anderson and Sue Kirchhoff 
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New Members 

Rick Bell 

Katrina Bergman.  I live in Minnetonka and I am currently in the MDiv program at Bethel Seminary. I teach 
music, write book reviews (and other things), and I love cycling.   

Laura Blue 

Wayne Mayer - Grew up in South Minneapolis and went to Washburn High School.  He joined the U.S. Ar-
my at age 18 and spent 3 years (1946-1949) with the occupation forces in Japan.  This enabled him to take 

advantage of the G.I. bill for expenses of both Bachelor's and Master's degrees at the U. of MN. in electrical 

engineering.  He then spent about 23 years as Director of Engineering at K.T.C.A. Channel 2, starting just be-

fore they went on the air.  By showing color slides he was the first person to show the Twin Cities what color 

TV was going to be like.  He has enjoyed many years of volunteer work in Brainerd at locations like Habitat 

for Humanity and First Congregational U.C.C.church.  He & Elizabeth moved into Tradition in Brooklyn Park 

in recent months.  His activities are now Sudoku, crossword puzzles, computer solitaire and occasional bike 

rides.  He has three sons who live in the Twin Cities. 

Elizabeth Ann Price Paulson - Grew up in the Midwest, mostly in suburban Columbus, Ohio.  She majored 
in religion at Ohio Wesleyan University where she enjoyed many activities including finishing her nine years 

as a drum majorette.  Between her junior & senior years she worked for the National Council of Churches 

ministry in the national parks by spending the summer at Glacier Park Hotel where she got connected with 

Minnesotans.  After she graduated she enjoyed her first job as Associate Director of the Wesley Foundation 

attached to the Methodist church in Dinkytown.  When the Methodists ran out of money she became a Dis-

trict Director for the Camp Fire Girls.  While raising two daughters she finished two graduate degrees includ-

ing a Master of Arts in Religious Studies at United Seminary of the Twin Cities and Masters in counseling 

alcoholics.  After that she attended the Chicago School of Massage Therapy and practiced for 30 years.  She 

enjoyed many years of volunteer work, tennis, golf, and bird watching.  Now does crossword puzzles daily.  

Her daughter, Leslie Paulson Schmidt, is a member of St. Luke. 

Krista Schneider and Jason Stevensen live in Plymouth with their son Kai, who is five months old.  They 
love to travel and just visited Salt Lake City and Yellowstone on Kai’s first vacation.  

Jill Wheeler grew up on an Iowa farm and now leads sustainable agriculture initiatives for Syngenta in 
North America. She is the author of more than 350 children’s books on topics from spiders to race cars (ask 

her how it is that Formula 1 cars can drive on the ceiling).  Many St. Lukers know her husband, Jim Gresham, 

and step-daughters Gina and Joy Gresham. Jill also has a daughter, Anna Libra, 23, in Minnetonka.  Jill and 

Jim live in Plymouth and enjoy sailing, motorcycling and spoiling the stray cat who recently adopted them. 

She is excited to be joining a community that is energized to advocate for peace, justice, equality and diver-

sity. 
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(Brennan, Avery and) Laura Blue 

(Jim Gresham and) Jill Wheeler 

Wayne Mayer and Elizabeth Paulson 

Katrina Bergman 

Jason Stevensen, Krista Schneider, Kai 
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SESSION SLICES 
- from Session Meeting on January 19, 2016 - The Book Group 

Women Connecting 

The St. Luke Book Group will meet Wednesday, June 13, at 9:30 
am at the home of Janet Kramer, 10511 Cedar Lake Road #201, Minnetonka, 952-

473-4710.  We are reading Dreamhouse by Judy McConnell.  Judy is a former St 

Luker and will be there in person to discuss the book! 

Dreamhouse is a story of marital conflict, family tragedy, and mystery, interwoven 

with a tale of friendship among a group of women navigating the dawn of the wom-

en’s liberation movement. Part family drama, part recent history, McConnell traces 

one woman’s journey from her role as a giddy new bride steeped in the conventions 

of the early 1960s to a seasoned, mature woman who understands that compro-

mise is not a dead end, but a doorway to a new understanding. 

All are welcome, but please let Janet know if you will be there.  Liz Heuser 

Save the Date!  Seasoned Lukers Retreat September 10-11. 

Mark your calendar today for the annual Seasoned Lukers retreat starting Monday morning September 10 

and ending Tuesday after lunch on the 11th at St. John's Abbey in Collegeville.  This year Rick Bell will lead 

us in an exploration of mindfulness, and of course, there will be lots of time for relaxation and free-time 

activities.  More details and registration forms will be available in July. 

Seasoned Lukers 

You are Invited to a Garden Party! 

The next Women Connecting pot luck is Sunday, June 10 starting at 5:00 pm at Arlene Jullie's house - 

17041 Prairie Lane in Eden Prairie.  

The theme this month is "Mini & Maxi Abundance."  Where in your life is there abundance?  Where do you 

feel there is a lack of abundance?  Please bring mini finger foods for the pot luck offering (mini-

sandwiches; mini-cupcakes; mini-chocolates; mini-hot bites; mini-scones; mini-muffins; mini-cookies; mini-

quiches; mini-carrots and dip, mini-corn chips, etc.) Beverages will be provided.  Wear something colorful 
or flowery to celebrate spring! Hats optional but encouraged. 

This event is open to all who identify as women and is a great way to get to know some of the wonderful 

women of St. Luke - whether you are a member or a visitor.  

Please RSVP to Arlene if you are planning on coming:  ajullie@comcast.net or 952-934-3015. Hope to see 

you there! 

mailto:ajullie@comcast.net
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Climate Connections 

June Birthdays 

What is and how are we connected to MNIPL?   

St Luke has been partnering with Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light which is an interfaith community co

-creating a just and sustainable world addressing the climate crisis.  Their leadership development pro-

grams and action opportunities provide tangible ways to make an impact.  Check out the MNIPL website at 

https://mnipl.org to learn more about their work/events/monthly newsletter and much more. 

Get involved with the Poor People's Campaign.  The Poor People's Campaign- A National Call for Moral 
Revival is uniting people and organizing 40 days of action around the country to challenge the evils of sys-

temic racism, structural poverty, the war economy and ecological devastation.  The campaign is planning 

actions at the MN Capitol on 6 Mondays this May and June, focusing on a variety of relevant issues. The 

June 4 event will involve the need to Stop Line 3! 

Interested in getting involved with the campaign or learning more? Contact Brent Murcia 

(brentmurcia@mnipl.org) to get connected.  More updates to come as details emerge. 

Sign the Guilty by Association petition to oppose threats to our freedoms of speech, assembly, and protest. 

This bill which threatens liability for anyone associated with a protest where property is damaged or tres-

passing occurs, is an effort to dissuade our collective action. 

June 01 Roger Anderson 

June 01 Alison McNamara 

June 02 Connie Bell 

June 02 Susan Belz 

June 05 Mark Stratman 

June 06 Rachel Pettit 

June 07 Raya Capel 

June 08 Ken Corens 

June 09 Doug Reeder 

June 09 Kaiya Winters 

June 10 Antwan* Sheppard 

June 11 Doug Anderson 

June 11 Bretta Wilbur 

June 13 Arlene Nystuen 

June 14 Martha Williams 

June 15 Grant Anderson 

June 15 Tim Lowe 

June 16 Maddie Drill-Mellum 

June 16 Tyler Lowe 

June 16 Jill Magnuson 

June 18 Matthew Cole 

June 18 Ken Rader 

June 20 Hannah Worrell 

June 21 Elena Hicks 

June 26 Luke Staples 

June 27 Darrell Schmidt 

June 29 Kai Cox 

June 29 Diane Crannell 

June 29 Chuck Hommeyer 

June 29 Emily Kirk 

June 30 Sasha Bottoli 

June 30 Ella Egan 

https://mnipl.org
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
mailto:brentmurcia@mnipl.org
http://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/guilt_by_association_bill?utm_campaign=metronewsmay&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mnipl
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Faith Formation 

Where did May go?  It has been a busy month for Faith Formation and all the kids/youth at St. Luke.  
Tests are wrapping up, the weather is warming, and Fall/Spring 2019 plans are coming together!  

May’s mission partner was Tree Trust and early in the month a small but mighty group from St. Luke gath-

ered early one Saturday morning to plant trees.  Tree Trust had 75 trees ready for planting but were a bit 

worried when a large corporate group did not show up.  Little did they know the power of St. Lukers!  Our 

group was responsible for planting nearly half of the trees that morning, great work team! The trees are 

located at Flying Cloud Fields in Eden Prairie, down by the baseball and soccer fields on the lower level.  

In June, the youth group is looking to create a mural, downstairs, in the youth room. They will be brain-

storming and exploring artistic ways to express their community values and affirmations.  

A date to put on your calendar is June 3.  This Sunday morning service will be dedicated to honoring grad-

uates of all ages.  Kindergarten, 5th grade, 8th grade, 12th grade, and continuing ed, will all be recognized 

and blessed as they transition into a new grade level and school experience.  All are invited to come and 

affirm their journey at 10:30 am.  

Another date is the end of the school year party and Youth Group Games award ceremony, June 15.  This is 

the last youth group of the program year and will feature games, food, music, and tons of fun. Senior high 

are invited to stay overnight for a lock-in and movie night. 

June 24 is the first youth group of the new program year (that’s right, we’re doing stuff all summer too!) 

and it will feature welcoming those going into 6th grade to junior high youth group and those going into 

9th grade to senior high.  The scoreboard will be reset and it’s anybody’s guess who will take home the 

Youth Group Games trophy in 2019.  

Lastly, no questions 

were submitted to 

Faith Formation this 

month, so I have one 

for you to think about: 

How does your under-

standing of God influ-

ence your day to day 

life? 

See you in June!  

Much love, 

Colin 
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Faith Formation continued 

Thank You Youth Group 

A big thank you to our Youth Group for show-

ing up and hauling lots of dirt to our back ICA 

garden.  It is very much appreciated! 
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Opportunities in the Wider Community 

Take your racial justice journey to a new level; spark the conversation of 

change 
Leading the conversation about race and racism in our community is difficult.  The YWCA Racial Justice fa-

cilitator program gives you the tools and opportunities you need to stand for racial justice.  Using the in-

digenous tradition of circle dialogue, facilitators are trained to navigate through what are often challeng-

ing and emotional conversations.  Upon completing the 3-part training, you are ready to facilitate at YWCA 

workshops, community conversations, and upcoming St. Luke events.  If you are looking for a way to con-

tribute to St. Luke's ongoing conversation about racial justice, this is the perfect opportunity. 

Training details: 

FREE if you can commit to facilitating on Thursday, October 25, 2018, at the annual YWCA It's Time to Talk 

TM event.  

June Cohort: June 12, 19, 26 

July Cohort: July 11, 18, 25 

All classes held at downtown YWCA from 6:00 to 8:30 

For more information: 

Contact Adele Sullivan and Katie Williams who have been through the training.  

https://www.ywcampls.org/racial_justice/facilitator_program/become_a_facilitator/ 

https://www.ywcampls.org/events/signature_events/its_time_to_talk_forums_on_race/
https://www.ywcampls.org/racial_justice/facilitator_program/become_a_facilitator/
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June 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

10:30 AM Worship 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

28 

Memorial Day 
7:30 PM AA 

29 30 31 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief Support 

Group 
7:00 PM Folk Group Reh. 

1 2 

9:30 AM 

Haakenstad 

Recital 

3 

Honoring Graduates 
10:30 AM Worship w/Communion 
1:00 PM Haakenstad Recital 
4:30 PM Haakenstad Recital 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

4 

9:30 AM Staff 

Meeting 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

5 

4:00 PM MLC 

Graduation 

6 

7:00 PM ACA Study 

Group 
7:00 PM Folk Group 

Reh. 

7 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief Support 

Group 

8 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

9 

7:45 AM Her-

manos 

10 

10:30 AM Worship 
12:00 PM BeFrienders 
5:00 PM Women Connecting 
 

11 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:00 PM Sustaina-

bility FG 
7:30 PM AA 

12 

6:00 PM Adult 

Ed FG 

13 

9:30 AM The Book 

Group 

14 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief Support 

Group 
7:00 PM Folk Group Reh. 

15 

6:00 PM Youth: 

Lock-in 

16 

17 

Father's Day 
10:30 AM Worship 
 

18 

6:30 PM Peace 

and Justice FG 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

19 

6:45 PM Ses-

sion Meeting 

20 

10:00 AM The Seek-

ers 
7:00 PM ACA Study 

Group 
7:00 PM Summer 

Worship/Fellowship 
7:00 PM Worship FG 

21 

2:00 PM Challenge Dead-

line 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief Support 

Group 

22 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

23 

3:30 PM All-

Family Pot 

Luck BBQ  

24 

10:30 AM Worship 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

25 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

26 27 28 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief Support 

Group 

29 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

30 
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Every member and friend, Ministers 

Rev. Brennan Blue, Senior Pastor  
 952-473-7378, brennan@stluke.mn 

612-518-7737 cell 

Rev. Colin P. Elliott, Associate Pastor 
 952-473-7378, colin@stluke.mn 

801-556-1881 cell 

David Lohman, Music Director 
 david@stluke.mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist 
 kate@stluke.mn 

Darla Monson, Finance Secretary 
952-473-7378, darla@stluke.mn or finance@stluke.mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary 
 952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or anne@stluke.mn 

Randy Lofgren, Custodian/Sexton 
 952-473-7378 

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender Coordinators 
 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388 

Joe Anderson & Brenda Davis, Sunday Morning Custodians 
 

 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church  
3121 Groveland School Road  
Minnetonka, MN  55391 

St. Luke is a joyful,  inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey  

seeking to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am-4:00 pm 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN  55391 

 

WEB ADDRESS 

www.stluke.mn 

 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published monthly. 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the July newsletter is: 

2:00 pm, June 21  

to office@stluke.mn 

St. Luke Staff and Communications 


