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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

“Summer time and the living is easy…” Gershwin’s famous 
words from Porgy and Bess. There is a great deal of truth to 
that phrase, but the summer is also full of life with all its ups and 
downs. There are fun and relaxing gatherings. There are 
vacations and opportunities to be with family and friends. There 
are less meetings (usually) and less of the schedules we often 
keep in the rest of the year. There are outdoor concerts and art 
festivals. Any good Minnesotan knows that you best take 
advantage of the warm weather, even on the sticky hot days, 
because we don’t get as many as other climes. 

Summertime offers so many possibilities. I always fool myself 
into thinking I can get more done in this “downtime” of the year. 
My stack of books to read forms a formidable tower by the easy 
chair. My list of house and yard projects is unreasonably long. 
And of course, I will go to concerts in the parks, walks, and just 
relax – a lot! Then August is usually here before I know it and 
I’m gearing for the fall. The reality is the summer is not as 
“down” in terms of activity and it is not longer than I tend to think 
it is.

Summer brings all of the rest of life with it. We have witnessed 
horrendous violence and racism across our land. The global 
threats of war fill the news. Closer to home, we have lost loved 
ones. We have struggled along with others that we love as they 
fight disease and recover from surgery. Summer is full of all that 
life offers. 
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Worship 
- Sundays at 10:30am - 

July 3
Preaching: Lori Alford
Welcomer: Sue Kirchhoff
Greeters: Cel and Greg Smith
Liturgist: Maggie Corens
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Sound: Ken Corens
Visitor Host: Peter Whatley

July 10 
Preaching: Fatawu Sayibu & Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Dickie Smith
Greeters: Amy, Michael, & Cameron Marks
Liturgist: Adele Sullivan
Ushers: Janie & Steve Warner
Sound: Tim & Tyler Lowe
Visitor Host: Lori Cocking

July 17
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Cindy Eyden
Greeters: Arlene & Jerry Nystuen
Ushers: Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger
Sound: Larry Stickler
Visitor Host: Roger Anderson

July 24
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Janet Kramer-Barr
Greeters: Arlene Jullie & Carrie Lee
Liturgist: Ann Woodbeck
Ushers: Frank Babka & Peter Whatley
Sound: Mike Breckenridge
Visitor Host: Tamara Rogers

July 31
Preaching: Kim Capel
Welcomer: Liz Heuser
Greeters: Becky & Mark Stratman
Liturgist: Antonio Muniz
Ushers: Cindy Suplick
Sound: Jim Gregory
Visitor Host: Lori Cocking

It’s time for a picnic, but not just any picnic! How about a picnic filled with hot topics, cool 
music, and an abundance of grace? Beginning in July, St. Luke will host a new kind of 
worship, complete with hot dogs and brats on the grill! Families from within and around our 
community are invited to picnic on the lawn, share in a message led by Anita, and engage in 
some of today’s toughest topics for people curious but hesitant about church. This gathering 
will be intentionally intergenerational, built to withstand the wiggles, yet engage all ages and 
stages in the hope and healing we find through our progressive Christian message.

We will begin each evening at 5:00 pm, to share our picnic together, then start worship 
around 5:45 pm. The plan is to conclude by 6:30 pm, in time for families to return home and
back to their bedtime routines. Bring lawn chairs or blankets for the ground, and side dishes 
for your own family – brats and dogs will be provided by St. Luke. Coming straight
from the cabin? Great! Come as you are and get fueled for the week ahead!

Exploring New Ways to Worship at St. Luke
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Throughout the ups and downs, God is present. God 
is ever with us as we enjoy the beauty of creation 
and the company of others. God is with us in the 
midst of the tragedies of life, global, national, local 
and personal. God is close if we listen, become still, 
and more aware of God’s presence in that “still, 
small voice.” God calls us on to bear witness to the 
just world God desires for all God’s children. We 
have much to do even in these lazy days of summer.

May the rest of your summer be a time of renewal, 
enjoying those you love, and full of the presence of 
God. Blessings!

Grace and Peace,
Anita

From the Desk of Anita Bradshaw, 
continued

Notables

July Birthdays
July 1  Jamie Kizilos-Clift
July 1  Russell Williams
July 4  Ari Resnick
July 5  Jill Engeswick
July 5  Carol Lowry
July 8  Dave Bosselmann
July 10  Tina Phelps
July 13  Nancy J. Anderson
July 13  Gwen Bottoli
July 14  Kristi Corens
July 14  Jamie Crannell
July 14  Kathy Hagen
July 14  Solveig Lee
July 17  Chris van Lierop
July 18  Bob Thomas
July 20  Soren Lee
July 21  Andy Hall
July 22  Randy Schumacher
July 24  Hannah Crannell
July 24  Charles Hall
July 24  Pam Prosser
July 25  Janet Kramer-Barr
July 25  Tracy Whitney
July 26  Molly Muñiz
July 26  Matt Voytek
July 28  Liz Thompson
July 30  Anita Bradshaw
July 31  Gisela Crosby
July 31  Lauren Emerson

“Women Connecting” is meeting at the home of Arlene Jullie on July 10 at 6:00 pm. Share food and 
socialize from 6-7 pm, program is from 7 to 8:30 pm. Please RSVP to ajullie@comcast.net.

Hermanos will meet at 7:30 am, Tuesday, July 12 at the Sheraton Hotel in Minnetonka.

Save the Date: Women are invited to Pine Ridge to sew with the people of the reservation on 
September 26-30.

Be sure to check out St. Luke’s Events page on-line to find all the happenings in our church and 
wider community.

Latin America Focus Group continues to have fair trade coffee for sale, at $10 per pound. See Frank 
Babka or Jeanne Meyer if interested.

mailto:ajullie@comcast.net
http://www.stluke.mn/events/
mailto:ajullie@comcast.net
http://www.stluke.mn/events/


�4

July’s Change for Change

Our Change for Change recipient for the month 
of July is Fatawu Sayibu's School in Ghana. 
Ramadan ends on Tuesday, July 5. During the 
month of daylight fasting our Muslim church 
friend and camp counselor, Fatawu, abstained 
from food and drink, while leading youth in 
drumming, dancing, soccer, and other activities. 
In August Fatawu will return to northern Ghana, 
where he created and sponsors a school for 
youth in his home community. http://
www.tiyumba.com/-african-dance-and-drum-
school-in-ghana.html  

During July all coins and bills put in the red 
envelope in the collection basket will go to 
support Fatawu's school. In addition, you are encouraged to write a check. This month put "Ghana 
School" in the memo line.

Join Fatawu as he drums and dances at our 10:30 am church service on Sunday, July 10 and our 
5:00 pm potluck and family service on July 24.

Creative Arts and Nature Camp Presentation

Thank you to for the generous donations of art 
supplies for the Creative Arts and Nature 
Camp. 

Please join us for the Creative Arts and Nature 
camp presentation on Friday, July 1st at 
11:30am. Enjoy the beautifully crafted 
creatures that the children created, including a 
30 foot whale and majestic elephants! Listen to 
the singing whales and trumpeting elephants as 
the children share in song, dance, drumming, 
and story.

Immediately after the presentation, we invite you to celebrate the camp in joyous 
conversation and thanksgiving. Cake and refreshments will be served. You won’t want to 
miss this presentation... as awesome as ever!

http://www.tiyumba.com/-african-dance-and-drum-school-in-ghana.html
http://www.tiyumba.com/-african-dance-and-drum-school-in-ghana.html
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Check out our library for some good summer reads for all ages, especially in the Fiction and 
Biography sections, as well as the “New Additions” bookcase. There are also wonderful books about 
worms, compost, and growing a garden!

Here are a few of the new St. Luke Library additions: They are in the “New Additions” bookcase 
near the counter

Rev. Dr. Anita’s book, Change and Conflict in Your Congregation: How to Implement 
Conscious Choices, Manage Emotions &amp; Build a Thriving Christian Community

The book that was the basis for Pastor Anita’s June class- Christ of the Celts: the Healing of 
Creation by Phillip Newell

Between the World and Me by Coates- reviewed by Chris Sullivan in his most recent “Check it 
Out” article

Journeywell: A Guide to Quality Aging by Trish Herbert, who spoke recently at St. Luke about 
aging and Alzheimer’s

A DVD of St. Luke’s latest and fabulous intergenerational production, The Quiltmaker’s Gift

Check out is for three weeks. Sign the item’s check-out card and put it in the little caddy on the 
counter, and then put a reminder due date slip in the item you are borrowing. Please return items to 
the black bin just inside the library door within that time frame.

Enjoy your summer reads!                                                                              -Submitted by Julie Mall

Library Corner

Session Meeting on June 21, 2016
 
We welcomed our new elders, Val Honey, Evelyn Orr, and Jeff Klepfer. The primary purpose 
of this meeting was to provide orientation and direction for session as we plan for the 
2016-2017 program year. Anita led a discussion about the responsibilities of a governing 
board, expectations of elders at St. Luke, and a plan for what is to come. 
 
We will be moving Communion from July 3 to July 10 since Anita will be out of town. There 
will be no Session meeting in July.
 
Session voted to approve the painting of a mural at the top of the steps by the front door with 
Shey Lyon coordinating this intergenerational effort.
 
Three Congregational Conversations will be held on Sunday mornings in the fall, winter, and 
spring at 9:15am.

Session Slices
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St. Luke Communications Plan – From Anita

New Member
Val Honey

I love the openness and intergenerational connectedness at St. Luke.  
When Brayden said he "needed" to go to St. Luke after attending the 
summer camp, I took a close look and liked what I discovered. For a 
small congregation, this church has made a big difference in the 
community and in the world. I'm so glad it's here in my neighborhood!

We are developing a communications plan for St. Luke in order to use our various means of 
communicating more effectively. Our communications plan is developing and we look forward to our 
new Communication Manager, Jessica Wood, supporting our process to refine the plan. The initial 
plan was created by Molly Muniz, Anne Deuring, Lori Alford, Carol Allis, and myself. I’m grateful to 
these individuals for their work and commitment to helping St. Luke communicate more effectively. 
The Session reviewed the plan in May and offered suggestions and questions to help us continue 
moving forward.

Here is a quick summary of each of our major ways of communicating and how we will use them at 
St. Luke:

Bulletin Timely communications (meaning the week ahead or perhaps two weeks ahead) directed 
mainly at members, friends, and visitors. We are deliberately trying to keep announcements to one 
page so as to conserve paper.

eBlast Weekly Thursday electronic communication focused on events and information for the 
upcoming Sunday and week. The primary audience is St. Luke members.

The Challenge Monthly communication designed to provide information that is more in-depth and 
announcements geared toward the upcoming month. The primary audience is St. Luke members.

Social Media Facebook and other social media serve to connect St. Luke people and to connect us 
to the wider community. Postings vary depending on the news and the submissions by members.

Website Primarily directed toward visitors and those exploring St. Luke. The Events Calendar offers 
information to the St. Luke and wider community. The password-protected pages for Members Only 
provide specific information about St. Luke that members need, as well as a place for various focus 
groups to provide information to the St. Luke community.

Press Releases These are rarely sent from St. Luke, but they are designed to draw the wider public 
to major St. Luke events. We only send press releases on St. Luke sponsored events.
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317 Members, Ministers 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn 

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper
952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Ben Miller, Custodian/Sexton 
Jessica Wood, Communication Manager

612-207-7534, Jessica@StLuke.Mn
Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender 
Coordinators 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a 
month. The deadline for submitting 
articles for the August newsletter is
 2 pm, July 23 to office@stluke.mn. 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God.

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

