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The R Word: An Update on My Doctorate of Ministry 

Program 

…no, I’m not retiring.  Rather, I am busy researching as I continue in my 

Doctorate of Ministry studies at McCormick Theological Seminary.  I 

came to this program with the hope of personal growth and support 

during my early years here as the Senior Pastor of St. Luke.  Truth be 

told, I also hoped that my participation within this program would help 

me discern a bit of “what’s next” for St. Luke in our historic commitment 

to justice, peace and reconciliation.  Where might God be leading us?  

How can we deepen our partnerships?  How can we continue to be a 

leading voice within the progressive faith movement?  

My hope was to encounter a unique place of inspiration while away at 

McCormick to grant some insight into my work “back home” at St. Luke.  

Wouldn’t you know… I wound up finding that unique place of 

inspiration here with you all, and am now endeavoring to bring that 

insight into my doctoral studies.  I am excited to share the emerging 

focus on my studies here with you now, though first I’d like to name just 

a few of the ways that St. Luke challenged and inspired me for my 

doctorate studies.  When I consider St. Luke: 

I see a community with an abiding commitment to following 

Jesus’ ministry of reconciliation in our world by working for 

justice, people and equity.  

I see a community with deep and lasting partnerships with 

communities like Division of Indian Work (DIW), Pine Ridge, and 

The 21st Century Academy. 
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From the Desk of Brennan Blue 
continued 

I appreciate our commitment to learn while engaging hard questions and complicated issues. 

I feel the generous spirit that leads us to give of our time and resources, not only as an act of 

charity, but as a commitment to justice.  

I see a community that engages in deep self-learning, prioritizes advocacy and activism for the 

marginalized, and has even sectioned off a portion of our property to be available solely for Native 

American use.  

I see a community that is practicing reconciliation by endeavoring to repair those injustices that 

have divided and harmed people in our country’s history.  In other words, I see a community that is 

engaging in the work of reparations. 

With your inspiration, this is precisely the subject matter that I now hope to dig into with my doctorate 

studies:  what might it look like for a historically white faith community or non-profit to practice 

reparations as a means of reconciliation?  

The topic is immensely complicated.  For 30 years, now retired Congressman John Conyers marked every 

session of Congress by introducing a bill (HR 40 “The Commission to Study Reparation Proposals”) calling 

simply for a congressional study on the subject of reparations.  HR40 has never made it to the House floor 

for consideration.  Similarly, while denominations like the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United 

Church of Christ have endorsed reparations as a concept and urged congregants to study the matter, I 

don’t know of a single faith community that uses reparations as a means to help frame their giving, 

mission or land use.   

I think we have a real opportunity here, friends, not just to engage in the all-important act of learning, but 

to help build a blue print for how a church can incorporate reparations into its framework of mission and 

giving.  

To this end, I’ve brought a request to the Session of our church, asking for the formation of a Task Force to 

study the concept of reparations and recommend possible ways for St. Luke to incorporate the framework 

of reparations into our life and mission.  Unlike our Congress, the Session received this request with the 

enthusiasm of learning that marks the St. Luke spirit!  I aim to form this Task Force on Reparations 

together this summer, partnering with them as I focus my doctoral studies towards building a blue print 

for historically white communities to practice reparations as a means of reconciliation.  

I am excited to learn, explore and see where the spirit moves us. I am grateful for the many ways in which 

St. Luke is already leaning into a spirit of reparations and I look forward to a season of rich reflection 

together.  

With gratitude for your continued inspiration,  

Brennan  
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July 7 

Communion 

Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Connie Blodgett 

Greeting:  Ann Hommeyer, Chuck Hommeyer 

Ushers:  Cel Smith, Greg Smith 

Sound:  Mike Breckenridge 
 

July 14 
Announcements 

Preaching:  Colin P. Elliott  

Welcoming:  Kathy Whatley, Peter Whatley 

Greeting:  Becky Kajander, Judy Leatham 

Ushers:  Todd Lindberg, Steve Warner 

Sound:  Larry Stickler 
 

Worship Sundays 10:30 am 

July 21 
Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

Welcoming:  Dickie Smith 

Greeting:  Todd Pointer, Judy Schlichting 

Ushers:  Nancy Anderson, Don Ellenberger 

Sound:  Jim Gregory 
 

July 28 
Announcements 

Preaching:  Colin P. Elliott 

Welcoming:  Sue Kirchhoff 

Greeting:  Dick Rademacher, Nancy Rademacher 

Ushers:  Frank Babka, Peter Whatley 

Sound:  Mike Breckenridge 
 

 

Deacons:  Evelyn Headen, Lou Frank 

July Birthdays 

July 1  Jamie Kizilos-Clift 

July 1  Russell Williams 

July 4  Ari Resnick 

July 5  Jill Engeswick 

July 5  Carol Lowry 

July 8  David Lohman 

July 8  Dave Bosselmann 

July 9  Scott Haskin 

July 9  Brayden Honey 

July 10  Tina Phelps 

July 10  Amanda Pointer 

July 12  Katrina Bergman 

July 13  Nancy J. Anderson 

July 13  Gwen Bottoli 

July 14  Kristi Corens 

July 14  Solveig Lee 

July 14  Ken Ribe 

July 15  Barb Blue 

July 17  Chris van Lierop 

July 18  Bob Thomas 

July 20  Soren Lee 

July 21  Andy Hall 

July 22  Randy Schumacher 

July 24  Charles Hall 

July 25  Tracy Whitney 

July 25  Janet Kramer-Barr 

July 26  Molly Muñiz 

July 27  Lonnie Bell 

July 28  Liz Thompson 

July 28  Dan Goedken 

July 30  Kevin Magnuson 
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Check It Out 

When overwhelmed with distressing daily news, I easily forget that life 

goes on.  For most of us anyway.  The book The Other Way of 

Listening by Byrd Baylor and Peter Parnell reminds me 
to slow down and open up.  Pay attention.  The natural world is deep 

and gorgeous.  This is a children’s book, but it provided me today with 

a splendid moment of solitude and silence.  The pictures alone are 

worth a look; they underscore how we remain embedded in our world.  

The book is in our library, along with many others waiting to share 

their wisdom with you, so check it out.  Submitted by Chris Sullivan 

Women Connecting 

Explore Your Inner Butterfly at July Women Connecting 

You are invited to an evening of fun, laughter, and sharing at the next Women Connecting potluck on 

Sunday, July 14 starting at 5:00 pm at Arlene Jullie's house - 17041 Prairie Lane in Eden Prairie.  We will be 

exploring human metamorphosis by sharing experiences of personal change and the results that come 

from them.  In honor of Bastille Day, plan to bring a potluck offering with a French flair.  This event 

is open to all who identify as women and is a great way to get to know some of the wonderful women of 

St. Luke - whether you are a member or a visitor. 

RSVP to Arlene if you are planning to come by sending an email to ajullie@comcast.net or calling 952-934-

3015. 

Navigating Memory Loss? 

Navigating memory loss is a trying transition for individuals, families and caregivers.  Know that you are not 

alone.  We at St. Luke are working to connect those experiencing or affected by memory loss with 

supportive relationships and care.  We are currently discerning the best way to care for one another while 

growing as a dementia-friendly congregation.  If you or someone you love is affected by memory loss, 

please let Brennan know so that we may together explore how to be a caring, supportive community.  We 

care about you and your loved one and honor the significant life transition that you are experiencing. 

mailto:ajullie@comcast.net
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Now is the time…. 

Session Slices 

...for a Thank You! 

A special thank you for everyone who worked so hard to "Burn the 

Mortgage.”  It was fun to see the flames Wednesday evening.  We 

especially want to thank Brennan and team for the great brisket and 

BBQ sauce for our picnic.  All the helpers and food donators made 

the St. Luke picnic special.  A thank you to our St. Luke folk group 

who provided the entertainment.  Also a big shout out and hug to 

Carrie McLeod and Leslie Schmidt for their generous donation for 

"Brennan's Best Quality" sauce.  Both are wonderful, valued 

members of our St. Luke community and their generosity will help 

support our mission of giving.  Thank you also to key folks like 

Nancy Anderson and Sue Kirchhoff for leading us forward with 'the 

plan.’  Great folks to work with. 

The best, fun evening ever!  Thank you. 

Randy Schumacher 

At the June 18 meeting, Session heard more about the In-Reach campaign we are conducting this summer.  

This is a unique listening effort we are undertaking as a community here at St. Luke.  In all, 17 St. Luke 

volunteers have been trained and will have hour long, one-on-one conversations with individual St. Lukers 

to learn about the hopes, dreams and sense of calling for those within our community.  We hope to learn 

more about one another and where the Spirit may be leading our community. 

Session approved Brennan's request to form a small task force to study and consider ways to include 

reparations as part of our giving/mission framework.  We reflected that there is much we can learn from 

marginalized communities about this concept and the many ways to offer reparations (including learning 

the history of our land, for example).  

We learned that St. Luke is becoming a hub for environmental partnerships in the western suburbs.  Thanks 

to St. Luke Sustainability initiatives, community groups such as MNIPL, Sierra Club, Minnetonka Climate 

Initiative, I Matter, West Metro Climate Action and folks from some area churches are coming together to 

hold events and meetings at St. Luke about environmental issues. 

At a June 16 congregational meeting, the church approved the Nominating Committee's report and 

elected as Elders: Cliff Buikema, Todd Pointer (first full term) and Samantha Klepfer (another one-year 

term); for Deacon: Sue Ribe, Ben van Lierop, Gretchen Otto; for Audit Committee: Sandy Steelman and Lori 

Johnson. 

Session members expressed heartfelt gratitude to retiring Elders:  Kati Johanson, Jeff Klepfer and Adele 

Sullivan.  We gave special appreciation for their leadership during years of multiple staff transitions at St. 

Luke. 
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Faith Formation 

Before school was out for the summer, our youth committed to a formal covenant of how we will act with 

each other.  They did so in the most formal and traditional of methods…finger paints!  Several colors were 

set out and youth were invited to paint their hands before leaving a print on the wall, affirming their 

commitments to creating an uplifting space for each other.  

But now, summer is here and that means most of our youth and children are not!  Our community is 

blessed to have active families who travel, camp, and make the very most of their summer free time.  While 

they are away, our youth room is still used, however.  Did you know, for the last fifteen years an Adult 

Children of Alcoholics (ACA) support group uses the youth room for their meetings, on Thursday night?  

Contact colin@stluke.mn if you’d like more information about when and how to get involved with this 

group.  As an adult child of an alcoholic, Pastor Colin is grateful to this group for the work they do, as well 

as to St. Luke for providing a safe and comforting space for these folks to process.  If you had a parent who 

was an alcoholic, but you’ve never processed that experience in a group or therapeutic way, Colin 

encourages you to consider checking out this group sometime.  ACA groups can be as helpful and healing 

to an adult child of an alcoholic, as AA groups can be for alcoholics themselves.  

mailto:colin@stluke.mn
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July Calendar 

Climate Connections 

Twin Cities Residential Solar Bulk Buy 

We invite you to participate in MNIPL’s metro area residential solar bulk buy!  This program allows you to 

come together with others in your community to install on-site solar at your home, all while supporting a 

local installer with the Just Solar Coalition and saving money in the process.  Fill out this interest form if 

you are interested in participating in the bulk buy program.  Contact MNIPL’s Emily Minge at 

emilyminge@mnipl.org or 612-750-7867 with questions. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Worship 
2:00 PM Luke Gathering 
3:00 PM Luke service 

1 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

2 3 

7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 

4 

Independence 

Day 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM 

Depression, 

Anxiety & Grief 

Support 

5 6 

7 

10:30 AM Worship w/Communion 

8 

10:00 AM 

Minnesota Peace 

Project 
7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

9 

1:30 PM 

Welcoming FG 

10 

9:30 AM Staff 

Meeting 

11 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM 

Depression, 

Anxiety & Grief 

Support 

12 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

13 

7:45 AM 

Hermanos 
9:00 AM Mindful 

Direct Action 

Training 

14 

10:30 AM Worship 
5:00 PM Women Connecting 

15 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

16 

6:00 PM Adult Ed 

FG 
6:45 PM Session 

Meeting 

17 

10:00 AM The 

Seekers 
7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 
7:00 PM Worship 

FG 

18 

2:00 PM Challenge 

Deadline 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM 

Depression, 

Anxiety & Grief 

Support 

19 20 

21 

10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM BeFrienders 
11:45 AM Social Justice 

Collaboration Team Mtg 

22 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:00 PM West 

Metro Climate 

Action 
7:30 PM AA 

23 24 

1:00 PM 

Communications 

Team 

25 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM 

Depression, 

Anxiety & Grief 

Support 

26 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

27 

28 

9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 AM Worship 

29 

7:00 PM One 

World Community 

Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

30 31 1 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM 

Depression, 

Anxiety & Grief 

Support 

2 3 

7:00 AM Tour de 

Tonka parking - 

tentative 

https://mnipl.nationbuilder.com/r?u=FHnL8ikUv8WviObJjkW8kTR7ozFiVSYhzSu-2EwIkQCC0yLO7pJwQ9x7yieZg6TDJnL0n7MO500JUuwvWBLreHRtePDbBnvsfo1Mr-oIm7V9u62v-8ZYxR3nf6h_pUGHvwuYEd5SbQX5QDj8ufYXpw&e=249fb2f35eef7bb5b3bd40204ab2fe64&utm_source=mnipl&utm_medium=email&utm
mailto:emilyminge@mnipl.org
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Every member and friend, Ministers 

Rev. Brennan Blue, Senior Pastor  
 952-473-7378, brennan@stluke.mn 

612-518-7737 cell 

Rev. Colin P. Elliott, Associate Pastor 
 952-473-7378, colin@stluke.mn 

801-556-1881 cell 

David Lohman, Music Director 
 david@stluke.mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist 
 kate@stluke.mn 

Darla Monson, Finance Secretary 
952-473-7378, darla@stluke.mn or finance@stluke.mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary 
 952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or anne@stluke.mn 

Randy Lofgren, Custodian/Sexton 
 952-473-7378 

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender Coordinators 
 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388 

Joe Anderson & Brenda Davis, Sunday Morning Custodians 

Solveig Lee, Childcare Worker 
 

 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church  
3121 Groveland School Road  
Minnetonka, MN  55391 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am-4:00 pm 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN  55391 

 

WEB ADDRESS 

www.stluke.mn 

 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published monthly. 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the August newsletter is: 

2:00 pm, July 18 

to office@stluke.mn 

St. Luke Staff and Communications 

St. Luke is a joyful,  inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey  

seeking to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God. 


