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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

Ready. Set. Go. We are here at September and the program year 
starts in earnest, and there many wonderful things on deck for this fall 
and beyond. Keep your eyes peeled for more information through our 
various communication channels and plan to participate as you have 
interest and ability. 

In the midst of the start up of many things in our lives, here at St. Luke 
and beyond, let us not forget to set some priorities in our lives. 
Sometimes it is easy to get so caught up in the many things that are 
happening with children and grandchildren, church, and community 
commitments that we do disservice to ourselves and lose touch with 
our own spirits, with God, and with those most important connections 
with family and close friends. This, of course, varies with each of us, 
but my one observation of St. Lukers is that learning that “No” as a 
complete sentence is a spiritual discipline many would benefit from 
learning. 

I’m not suggesting that we are cross with one another, but rather that 
we make sure we are saying “Yes” to the most important things in our 
lives. I say this to myself as much as anyone else. Priorities are critical 
in our individual lives for ensuring balance and a sense of well-being.

Continued on page 3
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Worship 
Sundays at 10:30 am

September 4
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Kathy & Peter Whatley
Greeters: Carol Lowry & Cathy Gilson
Liturgist: Carol Allis
Ushers: Jane Wesson & Linda Thomson
Sound: Jim Gregory
Visitor Host: Carol Allis & Peter Frederick

September 11
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcomer: Connie Blodgett
Greeters: Chip & Laura Goodall
Liturgist: Carol Thomas
Ushers: Janie & Steve Warner
Sound: Ken Corens
Visitor Host: Carol Allis & Peter Frederick

September 18
Preaching: Matt Voytek
Welcomer: Sue Kirchhoff
Greeters: Cel & Greg Smith
Liturgist: Carrie Lee
Ushers: Nancy Anderson & Don Ellenberger
Sound: Tim & Tyler Lowe
Visitor Host: Sue Kirchhoff

September 25
Preaching: Lori Alford
Welcomer: Dickie Smith
Greeters: Chris & Adele Sullivan
Liturgist: Cathy Murphy
Ushers: Frank Babka & Peter Whatley
Sound: Larry Stickler
Visitor Host: Tamara Rogers

Adult Education

We are all aware of being in the midst of a very 
contentious political season. This is more than just 
one party versus another or liberals versus 
conservatives. There are deep divides in how and 
what we value and how we communicate those 
values to one another and translate them into 
support of a particular candidate.  This September, 
we will explore these issues in three adult 
education sessions — Thursday, September 15 at 
7:00 pm, Sunday, September 18 at 9:15 pm, and 
Thursday, September 22 at 7:00 pm.  Anita 
Bradshaw will facilitate the series and be using the 
book, The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are 
Divided by Politics and Religion by Jonathan Haidt.  

Everyone is invited to read the book or to take a look at some short videos with Professor Haidt. 

The links for the videos are below:
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en

http://www.thelavinagency.com/blog-defusing-political-conflicts-jonathan-haidt-new-ted-talk.html
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They are also critical in organizations, as well. One of the 
priorities for this fall is to have good conversation with each 
about the future of St. Luke, what sort of pastor St. Luke 
needs, and what are the priorities for St. Luke internally 
and beyond these walls. You have heard me say, many 
times, that St. Luke has too many areas of focus. And you 
know you are having trouble sustaining them.

They developed honestly, but for lots of reasons, St. 
Luke needs to focus on a couple of primary issues 
and do them well.  Saving the whole world is not the 
mission of St. Luke, only a little piece of it that we 
are called to by God in service. 

St. Luke has so many gifts to give and we are called 
to be good stewards of those gifts — talents, 
people, finances, and facilities. Let us discern 
together and be a witness in the world in a way that 
has a sense of mission, purpose, and priorities. We 
want to say “Yes” to the most important things for 
St. Luke and the things God is calling us to do. We 
want to do that with balance in our individual and 
communal lives so that we have a healthy 
relationship with God, with ourselves, and with our 
neighbors.

Grace and Peace,
Anita

From the Desk of Anita Bradshaw, 
continued

September Birthdays
Sept. 1  Joy Gresham
Sept. 2  Joe Lindberg
Sept. 4  Mary Bonner
Sept. 4  Ned Crosby
Sept. 4  Peg Keenan
Sept. 7  Judy Gregg
Sept. 7  Aidan Pettit
Sept. 7  Dick Smith
Sept. 8  Marilyn Cool
Sept. 8  Cynthia Lowe
Sept. 9  Judy Cline
Sept. 9  Jim Jordan
Sept. 9  Justin Seel
Sept. 10  Sue Kirchhoff
Sept. 10  Glenna McMullin
Sept. 13  Isaac Avery
Sept. 14  Lyle Meyer
Sept. 14  Greg Smith
Sept. 15  Don Davies
Sept. 17  Bev Ryther
Sept. 18  Evelyn Headen
Sept. 18  Connie Ryks
Sept. 19  Bob Hoffner
Sept. 20  Mike Emerson
Sept. 20  Mark Taintor
Sept. 22  Emily Dubrovsky
Sept. 22  Lydia Sutton
Sept. 23  Janet Johnson
Sept. 23  Anna Kostial
Sept. 23  Brianna Stratman
Sept. 23  Joe Williams
Sept. 25  John Lee
Sept. 26  Dick Oberg
Sept. 26  Kathy Whatley
Sept. 27  Ariana Egan
Sept. 27  Deanne Larin
Sept. 29  Danny Drill-Mellum
Sept. 29  Kristi McNamara
Sept. 29  Leif van Lierop
Sept. 30  Joyce Bonafield-Pierce

New and Long Term Visitors

If you've been attending for a while and are interested in learning about joining, we invite you to a relaxing 
dinner and conversation on Monday, September 26 at 6:00 pm here at St Luke. Children are warmly 
welcomed. Just let us know you're coming by an rsvp to anne@stluke.mn by September 21. We look forward 
to seeing you!
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Journey to Ghost Ranch – An ALL Church retreat, July 
2017 – Learn more about the Ranch on September 18 
from artist Robin Keck.

Part of the Presbyterian church since 1955, Ghost Ranch has 
been a place of retreat and renewal for thousands, and 
perhaps made most famous by the artist, Georgia O’Keefe. 
The Ranch is 21,000 square acres of desert color, rimmed by 
cliffs and mountains, where people from all over the world 
gather to write, paint, ride horseback, go on an archeological 
digs in the quarry, or to just simply be. And there is more! 
From their website “the Ranch is committed to spiritual 
development, peace and justice, honoring the environment 

and exploring family through the celebration of art, culture and nature.” This is a special place, and we want 
everyone to come along and explore!

What began as a Confirmation trip has grown to an invitation to the entire congregation. Let’s journey
together—confirmands and families, mentors, retirees, and those who need a break or a vacation—this
place is too beautiful to leave anyone out. Check out their website at 
www.ghostranch.org and read up on all that is available. Our youth will 
be participating in their youth week, dedicated to service on and off the 
ranch, but there is plenty for families and others to engage in each day.

Following worship on September 18, Robin Keck, an artist and regular 
face at Ghost Ranch, will join us to answer any questions you may 
have about programs or the camp itself. We will be taking sign-ups that 
day for those who are interested. Look for our three fundraisers 
throughout the year to help offset the cost of travel and lodging. 
Consider journeying along as part of the St. Luke family!

Journey to Ghost Ranch

Session Slices

Session met on August 16. We welcomed Adele Lennig Sullivan and Larry Stickler as new Elders.  
Mary Lou Hoff gave an update on Faith Formation. There are 12 young people for the confirmation 
class. There will be a retreat for this class at Camp Tanadoona in October. The mentors will come for 
part of the time. There may be 2-3 fundraisers for the confirmation class this year as they plan to go 
to Ghost Ranch next summer. The OWL sexuality program will be offered every other year, 
alternating with confirmation. The senior high youth group plans to meet once a month on Friday 
evenings.

The bulk of the meeting was spent examining the budget with Don Davies explaining it to us. We 
discussed some short term building needs and will explore long term needs at a future meeting. Due 
to a scheduling conflict, we voted to move the October meeting to Monday, October 17.
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The Book Group

The St. Luke book group will meet Wednesday, September 14, at 9:30 am, in the Garden Court at 
St. Luke. We will be hosted by Carol Allis. We are reading "Becoming Nicole" by Amy Elles Nutt. 

"This book chronicles a journey that could have destroyed a family but 
instead brought it closer together. It’s the story of a mother whose instincts 
told her that her child needed love and acceptance, not ostracism and 
disapproval; of a Republican, Air Force veteran father who overcame his 
deepest fears to become a vocal advocate for trans rights; of a loving 
brother who bravely stuck up for his twin sister; and of a town forced to 
confront its prejudices, a school compelled to rewrite its rules, and a 
courageous community of transgender activists determined to make their 
voices heard. Ultimately, Becoming Nicole is the story of an extraordinary 
girl who fought for the right to be herself."

Please note: We have decided to always meet in the Garden Court instead 
of each other’s homes. We meet the second Wednesday of the month.

October - Absolute Power by David Baldacchi 
November - Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 

December - The Silence of the Grave by Arnaldur Indrioason 
January - Dead Wake by Erik Larsen 
February - Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly 

March - Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
April - All my Stars by Lorna Landvik - *She will be there in person!

May - The Nest by Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney

- Submitted by Liz Heuser

Notables

Save the date for the 2016 Women's Retreat: Discover Your Spiritual Type. Enjoy the peace 
and beauty of nature at Presbyterian Clearwater Forest September 23-25. Get to know other 
women from St Luke in a deeper way with plenty of time to be together and explore together 
Corinne Ware's fascinating theory about spiritual types and ways we connect with the Eternal.  
Send an email to Nancy Kizilos-Clift to receive a registration form (nancykc@me.com) or pick up a 
registration form at church.

St Lukers annual retreat will be held at St. John’s University in Collegeville. This is an 
important opportunity to meet friends and learn together. We will leave for the retreat on Monday 
morning, September 19, and return after lunch on Tuesday the 20th. Carpooling will be available.  
Anita Bradshaw, our transitional pastor, will be our presenter. Registration forms are available at the 
back of the sanctuary.
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Drop Off Location For Free Garage Sale Items

This is a chance of a lifetime…well, maybe not a 
chance of a lifetime, but, certainly a chance for
a great outreach project! St. Luke is doing 
another FREE GARAGE SALE, but this time, it 
will be held at and be for members of St. 
Nicholas Catholic church in Carver (just past 
Chaska). St. Nicholas is a congregation of 400 
families (1,400 people), who are primarily 
Hispanic. This is our first joint venture between 
St. Luke and St. Nicholas. Their members are 
also going to bring items to be given away. The 
date for the Free Garage Sale is Sunday, 
October 9 at 1:30 pm, after mass, at St. 
Nicholas. 

What can you do? Begin NOW to clear out your closets, garages, basements, cupboards, any
areas in your house that need de-cluttering. Items needed: clean, gently-worn clothing* (no
stains), furniture (no mattresses), toys, and pillows, tools, open cleaning supplies, fishing gear, golf 
balls, fabric, books in English, kids’ books, CDs and music, small kitchen appliances or small electric 
appliances. We will also need paper or plastic bags for people to use for what they take home.

*If you can separate your donated clothing into bags for children, teens, and adults, that would
be greatly appreciated!

We do NOT want: baby equipment, computers, or TVs.

You can drop off Free Garage Sale items (except large items that will need to be delivered directly 
to St Nicholas) at St. Luke in the lower level entry across from the library, in the corner to the left of 
the big doors leading upstairs. Bags with items will be moved periodically a larger area in the 
basement for storage. You can begin to drop off your items on Tuesday, September 6.

On Saturday, October 8, we will need 8 volunteers to transport everything to St. Nicholas.
Their church will set up tables for all the free stuff. We will need also 10 people from St. Luke
on Sunday, October 9 to help out.

If you have any questions, contact Lori Cocking, Arlene Jullie or Cecy Faster.

“Peace is more important than all justice; and peace was not made for the sake of 
justice, but justice for the sake of peace.”   — Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Make Connections and Eat!

Dinners 4/8 or 9
WANTED: Singles & Couples (younger, older & in-
between)
 
WHAT FOR? Dinners for 8 or 9 guests, for 4 months 
(September - December). Do you like to eat? Would 
you like to get better acquainted with fellow St. 
Lukers? Dinners 4/8 or 9: make connections and eat!
 
HOW IT WORKS: Sign up for one 4-month block. 
You’ll be randomly assigned to a group of 8 or 9 
people.  Someone in each group will contact 
members to determine the first date. Each group 
decides its own schedule, meeting once a month for 
4 months. Host/ess provides main dish & beverage; 
others bring side dishes. Host/esses rotate.

Presbyterians Walk and Roll, September 24 

You are invited to join members of the PTCA Disability Concerns 
Mission to walk or roll on Saturday, September 24, as we support 
the marvelous work of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness). 
Our bright blue T-shirts that say, “Presbyterians Walk and Roll with 
Faith and Hope,” will announce the good news that our church is 
seeking justice for the one in five adults and youth who live with 
serious and persistent mental illness. 

“NAMI Minnesota champions justice, dignity and respect for all 
people affected by mental illnesses. Through education, support 
and advocacy we strive to eliminate the pervasive stigma of mental 
illnesses, effect positive changes in the mental health system, and 
increase the public and professional understanding of mental 

illnesses." (NAMI website)  We shall gather at 11:30 am at Minnehaha Park in Minneapolis and at 
the Community and Technical College in Rochester and begin our five kilometer walk/roll at 1:00 
pm. For more information, go to the NAMI website at http://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?
fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=571 or contact Lynn Cox, clynncox@msn.com.

Everyone who sets a goal of $50 or more will receive a free T-shirt, but we do need to know your 
size. We welcome children and we’ll have children’s T-shirts available. 

We can all be advocates for people who live with mental illnesses. We hope you will join us by 
walking or using your wheel chair or scooter. If you cannot be with us on September 24, please be 
part of the team by supporting one of our walkers or rollers. Each person is created in the image of 
God. Let us put our faith into action and seek justice for all.
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Opportunity Gap

St Luke Families and Children in Crisis have 
declared October a month of knowledge and 
action on the Achievement OPPORTUNITY GAP. 

Over 40 years ago, the Kerner Commission report 
included the warning that, “Our nation is moving 
toward two societies, one black, one white—separate 
and unequal.” It focused attention on our failed 
housing, education, employment and social policies. 
Generally, opportunity gap refers to the unequal or 
inequitable distribution of resources and opportunities
—while achievement gap refers to the unequal or 
inequitable distribution of educational results and 
benefits. 

Already aware of the effects, the contributing factors 
or the extent of disparity for African Americans?  
Maybe… but if we are all so aware, why does the 
research reflect an ever widening opportunity gap? 
Let’s explore and talk. We invite you to join in 
conversations with subject matter experts from the 

Black community and members of our congregation 
that face and deal with opportunity disparity in their work or service.  We’ve read the books, attended the 
lectures, read the papers, but are we listening to and talking with our local community Black activists/
neighbors? A book, a newspaper article, a news segment, a lecture can never replace or be as effective as a 
personal (real) connection.   

Educational Forums:  Sunday, October 2, 9, 16 and 23 at 9:15 am in the West Room 

October 2:  Have you met Val Honey?  She is a newer member of our church and has already agreed to 
serve as elder and offer her talents / wisdom regarding building community. Val works at Jennings 
Community School--a public charter school founded 18 years ago by Wayne Jennings, a leader in the open 
school movement. They follow a community center model that encourages experiential and project-based 
learning. There are typically 70-80 students enrolled and have 5 teachers. Most qualify for free and reduced 
lunch and have many barriers to success in school. Many have dropped out of or been kicked out of 
mainstream schools, been incarcerated, have parents who are addicted to drugs, experienced homelessness 
or foster care, etc. Despite these odds, they have high graduation rates and many students who have been 
able to earn credit through travel.  Val has taken students to Virginia, Louisiana, Puerto Rico, and various 
places in MN.  Val has graciously agreed to start the conversation with us on October 1. Her stories are real.  
They will engage your heart and your mind and go beyond textbooks or lectures. 

There will be more REAL stories from leaders/activists from our local Black community on October 9, 16 and 
23. Please join us as we learn, discuss and build personal connections expanding our St Luke community.  
Details will continue to be shared in the October weekly E-Blasts.  

Questions:  Please visit us (Families and Children in Crisis Focus Group) at the Volunteer Fair after church 
on September 11 or contact Katie Williams or Connie Bell our Focus Group Chairs.

- Submitted by Lori Cocking, Elder Outreach
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317 Members, Ministers 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor      

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn

David Lohman, Music Director

	   david@StLuke.Mn

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper

952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Louis Munn, Custodian/Sexton 
952-473-7378

Jessica Wood, Communication Manager
612-207-7534, Jessica@StLuke.Mn

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, 
BeFriender Coordinators

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road Minnetonka, 

MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a month. 
The deadline for submitting articles for the 
October newsletter is 2 pm, September 23

 to office@stluke.mn. 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God.

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

