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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

The nature of our lives is change, whether it is in elections or in 
the day to day things that happen or in transitions together as a 
community of faith. Life is about change and without change we 
atrophy and die. Of course, that doesn’t mean we like change, 
welcome it, or are happy about it. But, change is the nature of 
our lives, individually and communally. 

The workshops last spring that we shared together emphasized 
the reality that all churches are in major transition these days.  
The culture has shifted dramatically and most churches are 
unaware of those shifts even though they feel the effects of 
those shifts. St. Luke is experiencing the effects of those shifts 
and like all churches, we are experimenting and trying to figure 
out how to move ahead. We cannot go back. The ways we have 
always done things don’t work anymore. 

During this time of transition, we are trying many changes.

Perhaps the most obvious is the changes in worship. We will 
continue to experiment and seek to engage our children and 
youth, as well as adults. We are working for worship that 
supports us, nurtures us, and challenges us.

Continued on page 3
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Worship 
Sundays at 10:30 am

November 6
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcoming: Dickie Smith
Greeters: Sharon Grostephan and Bud Hayden
Liturgist: Confirmation Class
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Sound: Ken Corens

November 13
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcoming: Cindy Eyden
Greeters: Ken and Maggie Corens 
Liturgist: Cel Smith
Ushers: Janie and Steve Warner
Sound: Tim and Tyler Lowe

November 20
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcoming: Janet Kramer-Barr
Greeters: Becky Kajander and Lois Benton
Liturgist: Confirmation Class
Ushers: Nancy Anderson and Don Ellenberger
Sound: Larry Stickler

November 27
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcoming: Maureen Henderson
Greeters: Randy Schumacher and 

Semantics King, JR. 
Liturgist: Janet Kramer-Barr
Ushers: Frank Babka and Peter Whatley
Sound: Jim Gregory
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St. Luke Permaculture Garden Ends on a High Note

For the past six years, the Green Thumb folks in the 
Sustainability Focus Group have put in many hours of 
hard work to produce 5,000 pounds of fresh 
vegetables, all donated to the ICA food shelf. 

This is the last year for our garden unless there are 
people that are interested in giving it a try. We have 
great soil, a complete irrigation system with a tank that 
collects rain water off the roof, garden tools, a beautiful 
shed, and a fenced in enclosure. The garden may be 
used for a family garden (doesn't have to be the whole 
thing), community garden, food shelf garden, or some 
other personal or outreach purpose. If you are 
interested or have questions, please email Judy Gregg 
at amelia@mnmicro.net.

“Making peace, I have found, is much harder than making war.” -Gerry Adams

mailto:amelia@mnmicro.net
mailto:amelia@mnmicro.net


Hospitality to visitors is a key. I know that people look forward 
to seeing friends at church, but our visitors will never stay long 
enough to become our friends if we don’t reach out and 
welcome them and invite them to become part of us. I 
encourage you to reach out and welcome folks you don’t know. 
Invite them to come back. 

We are making changes in the building to make our space 
more hospitable and to use it more effectively. Of course, the 
big change brewing on the buildings and grounds front is the 
plans for paving the parking lots through a new partnership 
with the school system. 

We are also looking at changing the number and structure of 
focus groups to make it easier for folks to get involved and to 
not overextend our people resources. 

It is important to remember that even if you don’t like some of 
the things we are trying, others find the same change 
meaningful. The meaning of community is that we sometimes 
do things that are meaningful for someone else, even if they 
aren’t for us as individuals. Other things that are worthwhile to 
us, may not be someone else’s cup of tea. It never fails to 
amaze me that in the same worship service, one person will 
tell me they dislike something — a hymn, for instance — and 
the next person will tell me how relevant the same hymn was 
to them. The question is: Can we love one another enough to 
tolerate something that means something to someone else, 
even it is not our favorite?

I recognize there is a lot of change happening, but we are 
trying changes that position St. Luke for a hopeful future. I 
firmly believe your best days are not behind you, but with 
God’s guidance and help, St. Luke can move into a fulfilling 
and exciting future. Will it mean change to get there? 
Absolutely. Will it be easy? Probably, not always. Will it be 
worth it? Yes, absolutely! The question is not what can we 
settle for, but how good can we stand it because God wants us 
to fulfill our potential as a church as we serve the world around 
us.

Review workshops from last spring here:  http://
www.stluke.mn/adults/

Grace and Peace,
Anita

From the Desk of Anita Bradshaw, continued
November Birthdays
Nov. 1  Sophie Worrell
Nov. 3  Lynda Alderink
Nov. 3  Chip Goodall
Nov. 4  Jean Ice
Nov. 4  Kate Niemisto
Nov. 5  Michael Marks
Nov. 7  Sandy Zeiss
Nov. 8  Nancy Fisher
Nov. 9  Andrew Shotwell
Nov. 11  Laurie Drill-Mellum
Nov. 11  Sean McGinley
Nov. 12  Jim Bjork
Nov. 12  Sam Warner
Nov. 13  Dre Cooney
Nov. 14  Liam Pettit
Nov. 15  Carol Wicklund
Nov. 21  Natalie Bonner
Nov. 21  Meghan Jensrud
Nov. 21  Antonio Muñiz
Nov. 21  Judd Williams
Nov. 22  Semantics King Jr.
Nov. 24  Gloria Rosholt
Nov. 24  Christy Zimmerman
Nov. 29  Kieran DelMain
Nov. 30  Andrew Fisher
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Session Slices

The focus of the October Session meeting was to review the proposal for paving the parking lots. 
Our guest was attorney Walter "Rocky" Rockenstein, a pro bono attorney from Presbytery. Rocky is 
a member at Westminster who has specific expertise with environmental and land use law. One of 
his focus areas has been water management and and storm water management. He brought up  
important issues for us to consider as we move forward.  

Session has a subcommittee to work with Rocky and Anita in representing St. Luke at meetings with 
the Minnetonka School District and the City Council. Session members Don Davies and Jeff Klepfer 
will be on the parking lot subcommittee. Members Cliff Buikema and Peg Keenan will also be part of 
this team as their expertise is needed. The goal is to start the actual parking lot work in the spring of 
2017. Next steps are gathering additional information and meeting with Minnetonka School District 
personnel.

Important Sunday morning events:
Conversations for the Future of St. Luke, 10:30 - 11:45 am on October 30
We will be discussing in small groups during worship to begin the steps toward finding a permanent 
pastor by defining what we need and want as a congregation. We need everyone's ideas and input!

Conversation with Session, 9:15 - 10:15 am on November 20 in the adult education room
Members may discuss concerns and questions with Session members. 
Lori Cocking and Jill Engeswick will be meeting with Kathryn Breitbarth, our Presbytery liason on 
November 2 for planning our Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC), with the intention of having a 
timeline to share with you on November 20. We are optimistic about the future of St. Luke!

You Will be Listened to!

Our Presbytery is preparing to launch an anti-racism 
campaign. First step is to learn what folks in the 
Presbytery know and feel about racial differences. 
Using a small group circle process, facilitated 
Listening Sessions will be held at 5 congregations in 
the Presbytery and we are one of the five. If the past 
few adult ed. sessions are an indication, we have 
plenty to say! The date is Thursday, November 17 at 
7:00 pm at St. Luke. This is our chance to contribute 
to an important effort. Please plan to come and email 
me to let me know. Thank you. 
-Submitted by Katie Williams, katiewilli@aol.com

mailto:katiewilli@aol.com
mailto:katiewilli@aol.com


Sign up now to be part of the St. Luke Peace and Justice Action 
Alert Network to receive one e-mail a month containing a quick, 
easy opportunity to influence government and public opinion on 
issues important to St. Luke and the world.  

Send an email to stlukepeaceandjustice@gmail.com to get 
started. 

Peace and Justice Action Alert Network

Minnetonka Theatre: Bye, Bye Birdie on Saturday, November 12, 7:30 pm                             
Tickets purchased in a group through St. Luke are $16 or individually are $18. RSVP by 
November 1. This is a wonderful way to support community theater at its finest. 
 
Westminster Town Hall Forum on Thursday, November 17, 12:00 pm
Hear Timothy Naftali speak on “We Have a New President: Now What?” He is a Professor of 
History and Public Service at New York University and expert on national security and 
intelligence policy, international history, and presidential history. If car pooling, meet at the church 
at 10:30 am. RSVP by November 10. 
 
Minneapolis Institute of Art (MIA):  Wednesday, November 30,  12:30 pm                             
Enjoy a guided tour of the Martin Luther – Treasures of the Reformation exhibition. Five hundred 
years ago, one man took a stand that shook Europe and changed the world. See that story 
brought to life through artworks and historical objects, traveling outside Germany for the first time 
ever. The cost is $12 and must be paid to St. Luke by November 1 (only 15 tickets are 
available). Those who wish will meet for lunch at the MIA cafeteria on the mezzanine at 11:30 
am. If car pooling, meet at St. Luke at 10:00 am. RSVP by November 1

Upcoming Seasoned Luker Events 
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Support for Depression, Anxiety and Grief

The St. Luke Depression, Anxiety and Grief Support Group will meet on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 pm in Room 208. The group is facilitated by Dick Oberg. Please call him with questions at 
952-545-5799 or 612-819-4433. If you wrestle with any of these issues, please consider this 
nurturing group a resource for you.

mailto:stlukepeaceandjustice@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:stlukepeaceandjustice@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Library Corner

October is Domestic Violence 
Month. Our library has resources 
for all ages regarding domestic 
violence, and healthy families and 
communities. A resource handout is 
available on the St. Luke Library 
counter entitled, “Domestic 
Violence, and Healthy Families, 
Healthy Communities.” The 
resources are also listed below. 
Last October our St. Luke Befrienders also noted these websites: loveisrespect.org and 
breakthecycle.org.

The library counter now has books displayed about black history, biographies, fiction, 
theology, race relations. A broader resource handout is being created and will be added to the 
counter soon. 
 
Check-out is for three weeks and one item per person please.  Please return the item within 
the allotted time frame to the large black bin inside the library door so others may also have 
access to all of our library’s resources.

Resources in the St. Luke Library
For Children:
Agassi, Martine, Ph.D. Hands Are Not for Hitting.
Freeman, Lory. It's My Body: Teach Young Children to Resist Uncomfortable Touch.
Girard, Linda Walvoord. My Body is Private and Who is a Stranger and What Should I Do? 
Gordon, Sol & Judith. Better Safe Than Sorry Book: Sexual Assault Prevention.
Hammersaeng, Kathryn.Telling Isn't Tattling.
Jessie. Please Tell! Child's Story about Sexual Abuse.
Kivel, Paul. I Can Make My World a Safer Place. (inside and outside the home).
Missing Children, MN. Run, Yell, & Tell: Safety Book for Children.
Moss, Peggy. Say Something. (Bullying).

For Teens:
Folkers, Gladys. Taking Charge of My Mind and Body. (teen girls)
Kaufman, Gershen. Stick Up for Yourself: Kid's Guide to Personal Power & Self- Esteem.  
(& Leader Guide)
Miles, Al. Ending Violence in Teen Dating Relationships.
Peterson, Jean. Talk with Teens- Feelings, Family, Relationships, & Future.
Pledge, Deanna. When Something Feels Wrong: Survival Guide about Abuse.
Strauss, Susan. Sexual Harassment & Teens: Program for Positive Change.

Continued on page 7
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Library Corner Continued

For adults:
Domestic Violence-
Basham, Beth. Striking Terror No More: Church Responds to Domestic Violence.
Bass, Ellen. Beginning to Heal: Survivors of Abuse.
Miles, Al. Domestic Violence: What Every Pastor Needs to Know. (Also good for lay people).
            - Violence in Families: What Every Christian Needs to Know.
Perspectives Family Center (SLP, MN). Striving to be… Violence Free (workbook).
Poling, James Newton. Men's Work in Preventing Violence Against Women. 

Parenting- We have many books on parenting, and here are some that specifically address 
violence.
Cappello, Dominic. Ten Talks Parent Must Have with Their Children about Violence. 
Cecil, Nancy Lee. Raising Peaceful Children in Violent World.
Cohn, Dr. Janice. Raising Compassionate, Courageous Children in Violent World.
Hart-Rossi, Janie. Protect Your Child from Sexual Abuse: A Parent’s Guide to It’s My Body (a 
children’s book).
Miedzian, Myriam. Boys Will Be Boys: Breaking the Link Between Masculinity & Violence.
Obsatz, Michael. Raising Nonviolent Children in a Violent World.
 
Healthy Families and Communities- 
Curran, Dolores. Traits of a Healthy Family.
MN Citizens-Crime & Justice. Turn Off the Violence- An Education Idea Guide. 
            - Turn Off the Violence- Community Action Guide.
National Crime Prevention Council. Working Together to Stop the Violence.
Nhat Hanh, Thich. Creating True Peace: Ending Violence in Self, Family, and Community.
St. Luke. Violence and Me (Video).

Meet our Muslim Neighbors

November 13, 9:15 am in the West Room. During the 
Islamic sacred month of Ramadan this past summer, 
several St. Lukers participated in a traditional Iftar, or 
fast-breaking meal and prayer service at Northwest 
Islamic Center to promote understanding and 
relationship. We were so impressed by the stories of 
the youth about their faith and practices, that we 
invited them to come to St. Luke! What is a habib and 
why do I choose to wear one?  What faith aspects of 
Christianity and Islam are shared? MUCH more than 
you think. Youth and adults, come meet and learn 
more about our Muslim neighbors.



The Book Group
The St. Luke book group will meet Wednesday, November 9, at 9:30 
am, at the home of Christy Zimmerman, 5215 Holiday Road, 
Minnetonka, 952-934-9225.

We are reading Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown:

"For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression comes 
an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in the 
most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how 
nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world 
at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.

It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the 
sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of 
Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the 
elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going 
on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf 
Hitler. "

All are welcome!

December - The Silence of the Grave by Arnaldur Indrioason 
January - Dead Wake by Erik Larsen 
February - Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly 
March - Being Mortal by Atul Gawande 
April - All my Stars by Lorna Landvik - *She will be there in person!
May - The Nest by Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney

-Submitted by Liz Heuser
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Book Club

Hats and Mittens Needed

Not for the Three Little Kittens, but for children who have none. 
A group of local community women have a non-profit dedicated 
to making sure children in Minneapolis and Duluth have warm 
hats and mittens. St. Luke will be a collection site this year. 
Please put new or gently used hats and mittens for infants to 
age 18 in the white box by the front door. If possible, waterproof 
mittens are greatly appreciated. The sooner the better!!  

-Submitted by Katie Williams
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Hermanos Hermanos will meet Saturday, November 12 from 7:30 - 9:00 am at the Sheraton Hotel, 
Ridgedale Drive, Minnetonka.

Women Connecting (Women’s Gathering) Women Connecting
Next Women Connecting event is on November 13 at Sarah Swan Ray's house at 16008 
Adeline Lane in Wayzata. The topic is Birth and Rebirth, sharing birth stories - actual, 
metaphorical, and transformative. RSVP sarahswanray@gmail.com 612-978-6224.

Notables

K-6th graders, join Amy Angeline on October 30, 
11:40 - 12:15 pm (following worship) to learn the 
Happy Little Leaf song to sing in worship on 
November 13. RSVP and questions to lori@stluke.mn  
- recording and lyrics are available for practice!

Las Posadas is coming to St. Luke December 11, 
during worship. ALL Children and Youth will be 
leading this fun Mexican Christmas tradition. Friends 
and family are invited to join in this festive event!

Rehearsals will be Sunday, December 4, 
11:30 - 12:15 pm and Friday, December 9, 6 - 7:30 pm.

Youth Sing in Worship - Two Opportunities

Spaghetti Dinner and Ghost Ranch Update

Spaghetti Dinner, November 9, 6 - 8:00 pm and Ghost 
Ranch Update
Our dates for Ghost Ranch have been set: July 16-22, 2017. 
Remember, this is an ALL Church event! We welcome 
everyone, including families, grandparents, mentors and 
those who are intrigued or need a respite.

Be sure to mark your calendars for our Spaghetti Dinner 
Ghost Ranch Fundraiser set for November 9, 6:00 - 8:00 

pm. This will be served in our Garden Court and will be “Open House” style – come when you 
can, stay for as long or as short a time as needed. Suggested donation $4 per plate, $10 for a 
family. Funds raised here will begin to offset the cost of camping and transportation for all who 
wish to travel.

mailto:lori@stluke.mn
mailto:sarahswanray@gmail.com
mailto:lori@stluke.mn
mailto:sarahswanray@gmail.com


November Calendar
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No More Stigma

Mental Illness and the Faith Community’s Response
REGISTER NOW

Join others from many Faith Communities for this upcoming workshop 
November 11-12.

Springhouse Ministry Center, 610 West 28th St, Minneapolis, MN 55408.

The 1 in 5 Americans who live with a mental health condition and are often 
stigmatized, feared, shunned or suffer silently are afraid to share their 
stories or are unable to access the resources they need. As communities of 
faith, how do we address these issues and minister to those who need 
help? How can we turn our faith communities into safe havens where those 
welcomed, loved and cared for. 

Explore these questions and more. Keynote speaker and UCC pastor, Sarah Griffith Lund, who 
has a depth of experience with mental health issues, will dispel the major myths and teach us 
how to build communities of faith that are welcoming, inclusive, supportive and engaged. Mental 
health experts and community partners will give us the knowledge, tools and resources to 
provide this important ministry in our diverse contexts. 

More info and to register:  www.fccminneapolis.org/home/voices.

http://www.fccminneapolis.org/home/voices
http://www.fccminneapolis.org/home/voices


316 Members, Ministers 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor      

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn

David Lohman, Music Director

	   david@StLuke.Mn

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper

952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Louis Munn, Building Manager/Sexton 
952-473-7378

Jessica Wood, Communication Manager
612-207-7534, Jessica@StLuke.Mn

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, 
BeFriender Coordinators
952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road Minnetonka, 

MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a month. 
The deadline for submitting articles for the 

December newsletter is 2 pm, November 17
 to office@stluke.mn. 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God.

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

