
www.stluke.mn       1 

 

 

the CHALLENGE 

November 

2018 

2 Session Slices 

3 Worship Helpers 

3 November Birthdays 

4 Adult Education 

5 Immigration  

6 Women Connecting 

6 Seasoned Lukers 

7 Gift Making 

7 The Book Group 

8 Climate Connections 

9 Volunteer Opportunity 

10 Faith Formation 

11 October Calendar 

IN THIS ISSUE 

From the Desk of  
Brennan Blue 

Dear friends, 

It’s mid-October I am writing to you from the library of Princeton 

Theological Seminary, where I am currently wrapping up a certificate in 

Youth and Multigenerational Theology that I began some 18 months 

ago. Seminaries are incredible communities of learning, growth and 

transformation. My own seminary, Louisville Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary (…I know, stuffy names all around) had an incredible impact on 

my life and worldview.  I give thanks for these committed institutions of 

learning and discovery.  

…and yet, while walking the exalted halls of Princeton Seminary and the 

University of Princeton, I can’t escape the feeling that I am standing in 

the midst of the privileged bubble of academia.  The feeling has pushed 

me to reflect a lot upon the circles of privilege that I (and we) navigate in 

our day-to-day lives and how critically important it is to find concrete 

ways of living more deeply in solidarity with the great multitudes who 

live outside of such institutional privilege.  To be clear, I love seminaries 

and higher learning institutions!  But it’s difficult to be both a formal 

institution embodying excellence and an adaptable, justice-seeking 

community informed by the lives of those suffering and hurting.  

This, I believe, is our challenge and opportunity: to be an intentional, 

established church AND an adaptable, responsive community that 

pursues to justice.  This means that we’ll need to wrestle with our 

formally canonized Scripture while learning from the voices of those 

historically deemed unworthy of hearing.  It means that we will need to 

analyze our carbon footprint while preparing Advent devotionals; that 

we’ll need to advocate for reforming our criminal justice system while 

preparing for our Christmas Pageant.  It means, to borrow form the Sufi 

Continued on next page 
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From the Desk of  
Brennan Blue continued 

Session Slices 

tradition, that we will need to practice being 

centered while moving; rooted while reaching.  

If the idea of juggling it all feels a bit overwhelming, 

I don’t blame you.  It does to me, too!  But I also 

don’t blame you if the thought of such a dynamic 

faith community sounds enticing.  It does to me, 

too!  

We’ve a lot of work ahead of us, friends, but it is my 

privilege to stand with you as one of your pastors 

while we navigate it all together.  

Justice and joy,  

Brennan  

At the October 16  Session meeting, we received focus group reports and re-elected our clerk 
(Katie Williams) and Treasurer (Don Davies).  We are working on providing pictures in the Sanctuary of all 

our recently installed Elders.  We were pleased to hear that our Child and Youth Safety Policy is being 

updated as are other policies. 

We agreed that keeping announcements (2nd and 4th Sundays) brief is important in order to allow the 

worship service and thus Sunday School to end on time – both for the children and their teachers!  Going 

forward, this will be communicated to the congregation and in written form to those who request an 

announcement slot. 

In preparation for budget planning, Don Davies gave a review and in-depth explanation of our financial 

statements and position as of the end of September.  We are on budget! 

We adopted a plan to add safety features to the railing on the upper ramp to bring us into code.  Thanks 

to Cliff Buikema and the Facilities Focus Group, the addition will be attractive, reasonable and safe. 
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November 4 
 Communion 

 Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

 Welcoming:  Linda Thomson 

 Greeting:  Connie Branson, Lois Benton 

 Liturgist:  Peter Whatley 

 Ushers:  Janie & Steve Warner 

 Sound:  Larry Stickler 
 

November 11 
 Announcements 

 Preaching:  Special Guest Maren Hardy from DIW  

 Welcoming:  Dickie Smith 

 Greeting:  Doug Anderson, Bud Hayden 

 Liturgist:  David Cline 

 Ushers:  Janie Warner, Steve Warner 

 Sound:  Jim Gregory 

November 18 
 Preaching:  Colin P. Elliott 
 Welcoming:  Lynn Cox 

 Greeting:  David Cline, Judy Cline 

 Liturgist:  Jill Engeswick 

 Ushers:  Nancy Anderson, Don Ellenberger 

 Sound:  Ken Corens 
 

November 25 
 Announcements 

 Preaching:  Brennan Blue 

 Welcoming:  Connie Blodgett 

 Greeting:  Lori Cocking 

 Ushers:  Frank Babka, Peter Whatley 

 Sound:  Ken Corens 
 

 Deacons:  Julia Spranger, Lucille Goodwyne 

Worship Sundays 10:30 am 

November Birthdays 

Sophie Worrell  November 1 

Lynda Alderink  November 3 

Chip Goodall   November 3 

Jean Ice   November 4 

Michael Marks  November 5 

Sandy Zeiss   November 7 

Nancy Fisher   November 8 

Andrew Shotwell  November 9 

Sean McGinley  November 11 

Laurie Drill-Mellum  November 11 

Claire Whitney  November 12 

Sam Warner   November 12 

Jim Bjork   November 12 

Sarah Swan Ray  November 13 

Liam Pettit   November 14 

Cooper Whitney  November 15 

Greg Gustafson  November 19 

Meghan Jensrud  November 21 

Antonio Muñiz  November 21 

Natalie Bonner  November 21 

Judd Williams   November 21 

Semantics King Jr.  November 22 

Christy Zimmerman  November 24 

Kira Hanna   November 29 

Andrew Fisher   November 30 
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SESSION SLICES 
- from Session Meeting on January 19, 2016 - 

Climate Connections 

Adult Education 

Sundays at 9:15 am in the East Room  
 

November 4 - Join us as we welcome Alicia Mae Donahue, one of the 
founding members of Women’s March MN.  Alicia was the lead organizer 

of the “solidarity with survivors” event that Brennan discussed a few weeks 

back.  She will reflect on the emergence of the Women’s March, as well as 

the #MeToo and #BelieveWomen moments.  We’ll reflect on how to better 

support women in our lives and politics and hear her outlook on the 

midterm elections. 

 

November 11 - Division of Indian Work    
Louise Matson, Executive Director of the Division of Indian Work, and 

longtime service partner of St. Luke will be joining us to lead a 

conversation about the Hiawatha encampment and native affordable 

housing needs.  She will also be able to give us an update about the 

recent service project where our youth built a sustainable garden for the 

native community to practice traditional medicines and gardening 

techniques.  

 

 

November 18 - A Holocaust Survivor’s Story     
Guest speaker, “Sam,” will share his life story from 

surviving Gestapo conditions and WWII death camps to 

migrating to the US and becoming a successful 

entrepreneur.   

 

 

 

 

November 25 - Aging With Purpose     
What is the very best vision you have for your senior years?  What 

tools can you use to attain that?  ‘Aging with Purpose’ is a guide to 

how to restore your spirituality, reframe your legacy, shore up your 

social support, balance compassion with self-care and other self-help 

principles.  Cindy Johnson Suplick presenting. 
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The Facts of Immigration 

Immigration 

U.S. Immigration Policy Harms the Vulnerable 

Detention puts LGBT immigrants at risk of abuse and exploitation. LGBT immigrants are 15 times more 

likely than other detainees to be sexually assaulted in confinement.  At least 200 incidents of abuse against 

LGBT immigrants in detention facilities were recorded between 2008 and 2014.  Despite DHS guidelines 

directing that most LGBT immigrants not be detained due to their vulnerability to abuse, LGBT persons not 

subject to mandatory detention were nonetheless detained 88 percent of the time.  And though ICE’s risk 

classification assessment system only recommended that LGBT immigrants be detained 18 percent of the 

time, ICE opted for detention 90 percent of the time. 

Source: The Facts on Immigration Today 2017 Edition by the Center for American Progress Immigration 

Policy team 

Learn More About Immigration on November 11 

Read The Line Becomes a River by Francisco Cantu and join the Racial 

and Ethnic Justice Focus Group for a lively discussion on Sunday, 

November 11 at 11:45 am.  If you don’t get a chance to read the book, 

come anyway and learn from the discussion. 

For Cantú, son of a Mexican immigrant, the border is in his blood.  

Driven to understand the hard realities of the landscape he loves, 

Cantú joins the Border Patrol where he learns to track other humans, 

haul in the dead and deliver to detention those they find alive.  

Plagued by a growing awareness of his complicity in a dehumanizing 

enterprise, he abandons the Patrol for civilian life.  But when an 

immigrant friend travels to Mexico to visit his dying mother and does 

not return, Cantú discovers that the border has migrated with him. 

Hennepin County Library has many copies available and the book is 

also available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

“[The Line Becomes a River] lays bare, in damning light, the casual 

brutality of the system, how unjust laws and private prisons and a 

militarized border have shattered families and mocked America’s 

myths about itself.” —New York Times Book Review 



 

6  the CHALLENGE November 2018  

 

Women Connecting 

Women Connecting Takes a Trip Down Memory Lane 

You are invited to an evening of fun, laughter, and memories!  That is what you can expect at the next 

Women Connecting potluck on Sunday, November 11 starting at 5:00 pm at Arlene Jullie's house - 17041 

Prairie Lane in Eden Prairie.   

The theme this month is Fate, Destiny, Coincidence or God?  We will spend some time thinking about what 

got us to where we are today by exploring the events and people that touched our lives and influenced our 

life choices or decisions.  Please bring a nostalgic potluck offering of salty or sweet appetizers or finger 

foods that reminds you of a person, place, event or time in your life that you want to share.  

Women Connecting is open to all who identify as women and is a great way to get to know some of the 

wonderful women of St. Luke - whether you are a member or a visitor.  RSVP to Arlene if you are planning 

to come by sending an email to Ajullie@comcast.net or calling 952-934-3015. 

Westminster Town Hall Forum 

Mark your calendar for education and companionship.  On Tuesday, 

Nov. 13, Noon at the Westminster Town Hall Forum.   Michael 

Beschloss presents “Presidents of War: From 1807 to Modern 

Times.”  Award-winning author of nine books on presidential history.  
Trustee of the White House Historical Assoc. and the National Archives 

Foundation.  Make your reservation with Anne in the office by Nov. 8.  

Indicate desire for carpool and lunch following the presentation.  —Sue 

Kirchhoff/Nancy Anderson 

Seasoned Lukers 

mailto:Ajullie@comcast.net
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The Book Group 

Gift Making Workshop 

The St. Luke Book Group will meet Wednesday, November 14, at 9:30 am at the home of Carol Allis, 12201 

Minnetonka Blvd, #218, 952-933-2403.  We are reading The House of Broken Angels by Luis 
Alberto Urrea:  The quintessential story of what it means to be the first generation to live two lives across 

one border, The House of Broken Angels is Pulitzer Prize finalist Luis Alberto Urrea's unforgettable portrait 

of the De La Cruz family as they celebrate the lives of two of their most 

beloved members over the course of one raucous and bittersweet weekend. 

 

December 12 - Sulfur Springs by William Kent Krueger, hosted by Liz Heuser 

January 9 - You Don’t Have to Say You Love Me by Sherman Alexie 

February 13 - The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

March 13 - Nine Parts of Desire: the Hidden World of Islamic Women by 

Geraldine Brooks 

April 10 - Dreams of Joy by Lisa See 

May 8 - Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

June 12 - Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
 

We meet the second Wednesday of each month, and all are welcome.   

Liz Heuser 

Sneak Preview (No Parents Allowed) 

On the Sundays of November 11 & 18, your children will be invited to a Sneak Preview of gifts they can 

create at the annual Gift-Making Workshop.  The Workshop itself will be Saturday, December 1 from 

9:00 to 11:30 am for children in grades K-8.  

At the Sneak Preview, children will see and sign up for the gifts they wish to make.  Each child will get a 

receipt listing the gift (by a secret code), the cost of the gift and the time needed to complete it.  This is 

top secret stuff!  The slip will go home with your child that day.  

The Workshop on December 1 will include registration, payment, gift making, gift wrapping and snacks. 

We look forward to a morning of fun and creativity, as kids make gifts for friends and family. 
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Climate Connections 

Has the recent United Nations report on climate change left you reeling?  Connie Bell shared this article 

with us from the Guardian outlining things you can do to make sure our children and grandchildren have 

a liveable planet.  Read on…and stay tuned for more things we can do as individuals and a church…and 

remember to VOTE for candidates that want to protect our earth!  —Submitted by Sustainability Focus 

Group 

Overwhelmed by climate change?  Here's what you can do 

The challenge of avoiding catastrophic climate 

breakdown requires “rapid, far-reaching and 

unprecedented changes in all aspects of 

society”, according to a new IPCC report.  

Experts say that although the challenges are 

huge there is still time to create a thriving, 

sustainable future.  The main focus is on the 

decisions facing governments around the 

world but the IPCC acknowledges the role 

individuals can play.  Here are some of the 

things people can do. 

Collective action:  Although individual choices 
and actions are important, experts say people 

need to unite if the scale of this challenge is to be met, making the political space for politicians and big 

businesses to make the necessary changes. 

Bill McKibben, a leading climate campaigner and founder of 350.org, argues that the most important 

thing people can do is come together to form movements – or join existing groups – that can “push for 

changes big enough to matter”, from city-wide renewable energy programmes to large-scale divestment 

from fossil fuels. 

Eat less meat – particularly beef:  According to a report earlier this year, avoiding meat and dairy 
products is the single biggest way to reduce your environmental impact on the planet. 

Insulate homes:  Relatively simple measures such as insulating lofts and draft-proofing doors and 
windows on a large scale would see a big drop in energy consumption. However, the UK government 

substantially cut the amount that energy companies are forced to spend on helping households with 

energy efficiency measures. All that money is now focused on helping fuel-poor households, with no 

incentive for better-off households to improve their energy efficiency. 

Solar panels:  Switch to renewable energy wherever possible. In the UK, consider installing solar panels 
before April, when government incentives will end and the costs will increase for most people. 

Transport:  Walk or cycle where possible and if not – and it is available and affordable – use public 
transport. If you need to go by car, consider an electric one. 

Reduce, recycle, reuse:  Buy fewer things and consume less. Recycle wherever possible and – even 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report
https://350.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-your-impact-on-earth
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/19/subsidies-for-new-household-solar-panels-to-end-next-year
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/climate-change-what-you-can-do-campaigning-installing-insulation-solar-panels?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+USA+-+Collections+2017&utm_term=287387&subid=22234408&CMP=GT_US_collection
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Volunteer with Voter Registration 

better – reuse things. Demand a low carbon option in everything you consume, from clothes to food to 

energy.  

Vote:  Many experts – including the IPCC – say there is still a chance to create a sustainable, cleaner and 
more equal global system. Individuals can hold politicians to account by supporting political parties that 

put the environment at the heart of their economic and industrial policies. 

However the IPCC is clear that the real challenge from its report is to politicians, political systems and 

corporations rather than individuals. 

Jim Skea, a co-chair of the IPCC working group on mitigation said the report had presented governments 

“with pretty hard choices”. 

“We have pointed out the enormous benefits of keeping to 1.5C, and also the unprecedented shift in 

energy systems and transport that would be needed to achieve that,” Skea said. “We show it can be done 

within laws of physics and chemistry.  Then the final tickbox is political will. We cannot answer that. Only 

our audience can – and that is the governments that receive it.” 

 

 

Climate Conversations - At Gale Woods Farm - November 17 

Explore how the climate is changing during engaging conversations with your community. Learn about the 

latest science from state climatologist Dr. Kenny Blumenfeld, and hear stories of how these changes affect 

our lives and land from WCCO’s consulting naturalist, Jim Gilbert and farmer, Jerry Untiedt.  Learn about 

climate-friendly cooking and eating with Lakewind Coop and award-winning cookbook author, Beth 

Dooley. Discover creative solutions and action steps from University of Minnesota’s Forever Green initiative, 

the Land Stewardship Project and more.  A social hour from 4:30-5:30 PM includes climate-friendly hors 

d’oeuvres from Chow Girls Killer Catering and a cash bar.  Visit facebook.com/galewoodsfarm or 

climategen.org/events for more information.  Part of a quarterly series hosted in Three Rivers. In 

partnership with Climate Generation. Reservations required.  Children 17 years and younger must be 

accompanied by an adult. 

Gun Reform Action - Voter Registration 

If you want to make a difference in the upcoming mid-term elections, take action in the following way:  go 

to the League of Women Voters website, lwv.org, and enter your zip code in the “Find your league” space.  

You can then access your local league to find dates to volunteer with voter registration.  You can also find 

candidate forums.  By combining our individual actions, we become stronger in the pursuit of a strong 

democracy. 

Nancy Anderson and Sue Kirchhoff 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/we-must-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-to-net-zero-or-face-more-floods
https://www.facebook.com/galewoodsfarm
https://www.climategen.org/events/
http://lwv.org
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Faith Formation 

This last month was a busy one for youth and 

families. The junior and senior high faced off on the first Sunday of 
Oct with the SENSES CHALLENGE...and senior high took the lead in the 

overall standings by only 2 points.  Next competitive game night is the 

first Sunday of November and its game show night! 

We also successfully hosted Families Moving Forward once again.  

Thanks to the FMF focus group for arranging all the details and being 

flexible when our usual set up day happened to land on Homecoming!  

We made a last-minute adjustment that allowed several youth to be 

involved who couldn’t have been otherwise.  

OWL and youth focus groups meet the second and third 

Sunday of each month, and between all programs we have an 

all-ages dinner.  We have begun eating in the garden court 

and this has been a lovely time of bonding over a meal.  

Doesn’t all that sound great?  Want to get involved?  Our 

annual gift making workshop is coming up Dec 1 and we still 

need some volunteers to lead a craft or support in other 

ways.  Please email colin@stluke.mn for more information on 

how you can support this long-standing tradition which helps 

kids make presents instead of buying them.  

***NOTE*** There will be a children and youth choir rehearsal 

immediately after worship Oct 28,, 11:45-12:15, and before 

worship Sunday Nov 4, 9:15 am-10:15 am, as our youngest 

prepare an offering for our All Saints Day service.  

mailto:colin@stluke.mn
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November 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 

Pledge Sunday 
8:45 AM New Member Class 
9:15 AM Adult Education 
9:15 AM Faith Formation FG 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:45 AM Social Justice 

Collaboration Team 
2:00 PM Youth DIW Service Project 

29 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

30 31 1 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

2 3 

4 

Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
9:15 Children's Choir Rehearsal 

9:15 AM Adult Education 
10:30 AM Worship w/Communion 
6:00 PM Youth Group Dinner 
6:30 PM Youth Group Games - all 

grades 

5 

9:30 AM Staff Meeting 
7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

6 

6:45 PM 

Deacons Meeting 

7 

7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 

8 

12:00 PM ICA/DIW 

Harvest Party 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

9 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

10 

7:45 AM 

Hermanos 

11 

9:15 AM Adult Education 
10:30 AM Worship 
3:00 PM OWL 7th-9th Grade 
5:00 PM Women Connecting 
6:00 PM Youth Group Dinner 
6:30 PM OWL 10th -12th Grade 

12 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:00 PM Sustainability 

FG 
7:30 PM AA 

13 

1:30 PM 

Welcoming FG 
6:30 PM PEO - 

Sue Ribe 

14 

9:30 AM The Book 

Group 

15 

2:00 PM Challenge 

Deadline 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

16 17 

18 

9:15 AM Adult Education 
10:30 AM Worship 
4:30 PM Youth Group 6th-8th Grade 
6:00 PM Youth Group Dinner 
6:30 PM Youth Group 9th-12th Grade 

19 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

20 

6:00 PM Adult Ed 

FG 
6:45 PM Session 

Meeting 

21 

10:00 AM The 

Seekers 
7:00 PM ACA 

Study Group 
7:00 PM Worship 

FG 

22 

Thanksgiving Day 
7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

23 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

24 

25 

9:15 AM Adult Education 
10:30 AM Worship 

26 

7:00 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 
7:00 PM One World 

Community Choir 
7:30 PM AA 

27 28 29 

7:00 PM ACA 
7:00 PM Depression, 

Anxiety and Grief 

Support Group 

30 

4:00 PM People 

Serving People 

6:30 PM Youth 

Group Rock 

Climbing  

1 

9:00 AM Gift 

Making 

Workshop 
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Every member and friend, Ministers 

Rev. Brennan Blue, Senior Pastor  
 952-473-7378, brennan@stluke.mn 

612-518-7737 cell 

Rev. Colin P. Elliott, Associate Pastor 
 952-473-7378, colin@stluke.mn 

801-556-1881 cell 

David Lohman, Music Director 
 david@stluke.mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist 
 kate@stluke.mn 

Darla Monson, Finance Secretary 
952-473-7378, darla@stluke.mn or finance@stluke.mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary 
 952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or anne@stluke.mn 

Randy Lofgren, Custodian/Sexton 
 952-473-7378 

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, BeFriender Coordinators 
 952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388 

Joe Anderson & Brenda Davis, Sunday Morning Custodians 
 

 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church  
3121 Groveland School Road  
Minnetonka, MN  55391 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 

8:30 am-4:00 pm 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

3121 Groveland School Road 

Minnetonka, MN  55391 

 

WEB ADDRESS 

www.stluke.mn 

 

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published monthly. 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the December newsletter is: 

2:00 pm, November 15  

to office@stluke.mn 

St. Luke Staff and Communications 

St. Luke is a joyful,  inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey  

seeking to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God. 


