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From the Desk of 
Rev. Dr. Anita Bradshaw 

The holiday season is upon us and the stores have been 
decorated and playing Christmas music since Halloween. It has 
been hard to feel the spirit this early for me and especially with 
the gift of a warm and mild fall. It has been beautiful, and I’m 
grateful for it.

This Advent and Christmas St. Luke will be celebrating the 
season in a number of ways. I invite you to make it part of your 
holidays to join us. We are focusing on the theme of being on a 
journey just as Mary and Joseph were. Here is what is on tap:

November 27 – The First Sunday of Advent – Our confirmands 
and their mentors will be leading us in the traditional lighting of 
the Advent candles each Sunday. We will have seasonal music, 
and I will be preaching.

December 4 – The Second Sunday of Advent – In addition to 
lighting the candles, singing music of the season, and me 
preaching, we will celebrate communion together.

December 11 – The Third Sunday of Advent – Our children and 
youth will lead us in a service centered around the drama of Los 
Posadas. This is a traditional Mexican celebration focuses on 
the journey of Mary and Joseph and their rejection by so many. 
It is an interactive service with our children and youth playing 
various roles and the congregation responding with songs. It is 
a dialogue and should prove to be a wonderful part of our 
holidays. Continued on page 3
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Worship 
Sundays at 10:30 am

December 4
Preaching: Anita Bradshaw
Welcoming: Carrie Lee
Greeters: Judy Schuck and Lori Cocking
Liturgist: Confirmation Class
Sound: Jim Gregory
Ushers: Jane Wesson and Linda Thomson
Visitor Host: Peter Whatley

December 11
Los Posadas
Welcoming: Linda Thomson
Greeters: Cel and Greg Smith
Liturgist: Phyllis Messenger
Sound: Ken Corens
Ushers: Janie and Steve Warner
Visitor Host: Sarah Swan Ray

December 12
Service of Comfort

December 18 
Lessons and Carols
Welcoming: Lynn Cox
Greeters: Adele and Chris Sullivan
Liturgist: Confirmation Class
Sound: Tim and Tyler Lowe
Ushers: Nancy Anderson and Don Ellenberger
Visitor Host: Lori Cocking

December 24 
4 pm Service
10 pm Service 

December 25
No Service
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The Book Group

The St. Luke book group will meet Wednesday, December 14, at 9:30 am, at the 
home of Gretchen Otto, 2500 Sylvan Road S, Minnetonka, 952-545-6191. We are 
reading The Silence of the Grave by Arnaldur Indrioason:

Originally published in Icelandic in 2001, the English translation by Bernard Scudder, 
in 2005, won the British Crime Writers' Association Gold Dagger award for best crime 
novel of the year. The novel has the distinction of being the last ever to do so, as the 
award was renamed in 2006. Human bones are found buried in a construction site in 
Grafarholt. The police start investigating only to uncover dark secrets from 70 years 
ago and in a parallel narrative we hear the story of an abused woman from the same 
time, who is somehow connected to the bones.

All are welcome!

January - Dead Wake by Erik Larsen at the home of Carol Allis
February - Lilac Girls by Martha Kelly 
March - Being Mortal by Atul Gawande at the home of Liz Heuser
April - All my Stars by Lorna Landvik - *She will be there in person!
May - The Nest by Cynthia D'Aprix Sweeney

-Submitted by Liz Heuser



December 12 – Service of Comfort – Because the holidays are 
difficult for many of us due to loss or other difficulties, we are 
offering a simple, quiet service on Monday, December 12 at 
7:00 pm to provide a space to acknowledge the grief, fear, and 
struggle for all who need it.

December 18 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent – We will 
celebrate a service of Lessons and Carols with the various 
music groups and our choir, as well as congregational carol 
singing.

December 24 – Christmas Eve – We will hold two services on 
Christmas Eve. The first service will be at 4:00 pm and will 
focus on “I Remember” – stories from St. Luke folks across 
generations of their remembrances of Christmases past. We 
will tell the story of the nativity with our children helping to tell 
the story by constructing the manager scene. And of course, 
lots of carols and candles in the tradition of the season. The 
10:00 pm service will feature traditional carol singing, music by 
our choir, and the telling of the Christmas story.

December 25 – Christmas Day – There will be no services on 
this Sunday. The Session decided that with two services on 
Saturday evening that we would encourage St. Lukers to 
celebrate with families and friends on Christmas Day.

January 1 – New Year’s Day – David Lohman will lead the 
service with music of the season.

Blessings to you and your families as you celebrate the 
holidays. May you find some quiet space in the midst of the 
busyness to reflect on the season and the call of God through 
a baby named Jesus to transform the world for peace, justice, 
love and joy.

Grace and Peace,

Anita

From the Desk of Anita Bradshaw, continued
December Birthdays
Dec. 1  Kim Brandt
Dec. 1  Kathy Haskin
Dec. 1  Teta Roberts
Dec. 2  Kim Capel
Dec. 2  Rafe Williams
Dec. 3  Kevin Kirk
Dec. 5  Cliff Buikema
Dec. 6  Emma Komis
Dec. 7  Holly Godfrey
Dec. 7  Evelyn Orr
Dec. 9  Dickie Smith
Dec. 10  Lori Johnson
Dec. 10  Becky Thacher-Bell
Dec. 11  David Cline
Dec. 11  Jennifer Kirk
Dec. 13  Peter Kizilos-Clift
Dec. 14  Amy Marks
Dec. 15  Maya Ramsey
Dec. 16  Luci Drill-Mellum
Dec. 16  Maureen Henderson
Dec. 17  Janie Warner
Dec. 17  Ben Williams
Dec. 17  Nate Williams
Dec. 19  Marion McNurlen
Dec. 19  Jean Worrell
Dec. 22  Jeff Klepfer
Dec. 22  Will Sutton
Dec. 23  Liam DelMain
Dec. 23  Emilia Muñiz
Dec. 25  Brent Williams
Dec. 26  Noelle Ness
Dec. 26  Mary Lou Ratz
Dec. 30  Muzzy Crosby
Dec. 31  Pat Benn
Dec. 31  Bob Haskin
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Session Slices

Session met on November 15, 2016. Jeff Klepfer, Don Davies and Anita shared the parking lot 
plans, blue prints and request for approval of the easements. There was discussion, questions and 
support for the proposed plan. Plans will be shared with the congregation on Sunday, November 20 
at the Conversation with Session. We voted to accept the INSPEC contract and the access and 
parking easement agreement which will be sent to the Board of Trustees of the Twin Cities Area 
Presbytery for approval. Important meeting dates are coming up in December with the city of 
Minnetonka and the School Board. Don is exploring options for funding. We are so grateful for the 
work of Rocky Rockenstein, our pro bono attorney from Presbytery.

Session voted to accept Cathy Murphy's resignation from Session (Outreach) and Nominating with 
sadness and prayers of hope and healing. 

Pastor’s Book Club

Many St. Lukers have expressed interest in various books or topics that are pertinent or new. To 
encourage conversation on some of these books, I will be offering a monthly book group over 
lunch after worship one Sunday and since I couldn’t think of anything more original, I’ve called it 
the Pastor’s Book Club. My intention is not to teach, but rather for us to have conversation about 
what we have learned together in our reading. Come to one or two or all of them. I will announce 
the restaurant each month in the eBlast and bulletin, but here are the dates and the books:

Sunday, January 29 – We will discuss Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance or Stranger in Their Own 
Land by Arlie Russell Hochschild. Read one of those or both. Together we will explore just what 
is going on in our country and the backlash we saw in the last election.

Sunday, February 26 – A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota edited by Sun Yung Shin. 
This brings the conversation of racism home to where we 
live.

Sunday, March 26 – We will discuss The Divine Dance by 
Richard Rohr or Grounded by Diana Butler Bass. Read one 
or both.

Sunday, April 23 – American Fascists: The Christian Right 
and the War on America by Chris Hedges. A bit older book, 
but still a very helpful resource in understanding what is 
happening in the extreme “Christian” right. 

"At the center of the human spirit there is a great longing for peace."  —Matthew Albracht



Whatever Happened to Star of the Week?

The Star of the Week/Company Along the Way columns have morphed into St. 
Luke Stories, which now appear in the Sunday bulletin when space allows. The 
purpose of the column is to build community and create friendships by relating 
anecdotes about our members. The subject varies from spiritual to historical 
but all of the stories propose to be entry points in the formation of new 
friendships, remind us of connections we already have, and function as a 
mirror reflecting who we are as a community. Here are two ways to support the 
column: When the writer of the column, Chris Sullivan, asks you for a story 
about yourself, share one. "People," he says, "have wonderful gems of little 
stories which most think are not worth telling, but everybody delights hearing." 
And, number two, if you are aware of stories either about yourself or a friend, 
please bring them to his attention. His contact information is 612-616-5059 and 
andromeda88@comcast.net. And there's always the old-fashioned way of just talking to him. 
That works too.

Sign up now to be part of the St. Luke Peace and Justice Action Alert 
Network to receive one e-mail a month containing a quick, easy 
opportunity to influence government and public opinion on issues 
important to St. Luke and the world. Send an email to 
stlukepeaceandjustice@gmail.com to get started. 

Peace and Justice Action Alert Network

The Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 10, at Cecy 
Faster’s home at 6:00 pm. Bring an appetizer or dessert and your 
beverage of choice. Randy Schumacher will play the piano as we 
sing Christmas carols. Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 6.

MN’s own Tom Friedman, the Pulitzer Prize winning weekly 
columnist for the New York Times, will speak at the Westminster 
Town Hall Forum on Tuesday, December 13. His topic is Thriving in 
an Age of Accelerations. Car poolers will leave church at 10:45 am. We will meet for lunch at 
the bistro across the street. Please RSVP by Thursday, December 8. Indicate if you are 
planning to car pool and if you are going to lunch.

Please RSVP to Anne at office@stluke.mn

December Seasoned Luker Events 
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Children and Youth at St. Luke

A busy season is about to start and our schedule is full of ways to 
connect. We will be celebrating Las Posadas on December 11 in 
worship, which will include ALL children and youth. Las Posadas 
is a celebration of the pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph on their way 
to Bethlehem. All ages of young people are invited to participate 
by being either a Pilgrim or an Innkeeper. Our short rehearsals 
will be focused on learning a few songs that are a back-and-forth 
request for entry for the expecting couple. 

Las Posadas Rehearsals – ALL children and youth
Sunday, December 4, 11:45 am - 12:15 pm (following worship) – Meet in the Sanctuary
Friday, December 9, 6:00 - 6:45 pm – Meet in the Sanctuary
If you have visitors coming for worship that day with children, please have them join us either for 
a rehearsal time or they can jump right in that Sunday morning.

Confirmation continues! Take note through this season of our confirmands in worship. Pairs 
of mentors and confirmands will be providing liturgy leadership through our Advent Sundays, 
sharing beautiful words of hope, peace, love, and joy. If you or your student have yet to sign up, 
please see Lori. Classes through the end of the year are: Sunday, December 4 and 18.

Fire and Ice is also making a return this year to St. Luke. We will be returning to Wilderness Canoe 
Base, a camp that is now affiliated with the ELCA and has implemented fair and equitable hiring practices. 
The trip is open to all students 6-12th grade. SIGN UP ENDS DECEMBER 18, a sign-up sheet is posted 
on Lori’s office door. Families have been notified with all the information, but if you have a grandchild, 
neighbor, friend or relative that is interested, see Lori for details.

Fire and Ice, January 13-16, 2017 (Martin Luther King Weekend)
6th -12th grade youth & adults
Cost: $120 for Youth (+$10 for gas) / $140 for adults
Activities: Snowshoe, Broomball, X-Country Ski, Quinzees, Sauna, Ice Fish, Sled, Fellowship, 
Fun

Fire and Ice Schedule
Friday, January 13
Leave from St. Luke at 4:00 pm
Overnight in the basement of First Congregational UCC in Grand Marais

Saturday, January 14
Continental Breakfast at UCC in Grand Marais 
Up the Gunflint Trail to Wilderness Canoe Base on Sea Gull Lake, arrive by 10:30 am
Sunday, January 15
More fun in the snow and ice, more plunging in the Lake!
Vesper Service in Pinecliff in the evening
Monday, January 16 (Martin Luther King Day)
Breakfast at WCB, clean up cabins and pack across the lake.
Return to church approximately 5:00 pm (we will phone parents on our way home) 
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Prophet People Event
Gun Violence in Minnesota Presented by 
Protect Minnesota
Thursday, December 1, 7:00 to 8:30 pm

Did you know that in Minnesota 82% of gun 
deaths are suicides?

Gun violence is a tragedy that can be 
prevented.  While respecting the rights of responsible gun owners, Protect Minnesota defends 
the inalienable rights of all Americans to life, liberty from the threat of gun violence, and the 
pursuit of happiness in safe communities.  Protect Minnesota has been working to prevent gun 
violence for 25 years.  They aren't anti-gun, but believe strong legislation is necessary to prevent 
the devastation gun violence brings to families and communities.  Join in working for common-
sense gun safety reform by learning more about Protect Minnesota’s work and how you and St. 
Luke can join their efforts.

Every day in Minnesota one person is killed and another injured with a firearm.

If you agree that we need to STOP gun violence, come to St. Luke on Thursday, Dec 1 at 7:00 
pm to learn more about Protect Minnesota and its work.

Sponsored by the Peace & Justice and Adult Ed Focus Groups 

Ending Gun Violence in Minnesota

Hats and Mittens Needed

Not for the Three Little Kittens, but for children who have none. 
A group of local community women have a non-profit dedicated 
to making sure children in Minneapolis and Duluth have warm 
hats and mittens. St. Luke will be a collection site this year. 
Please put new or gently used hats and mittens for infants to 
age 18 in the white box by the front door. If possible, waterproof 
mittens are greatly appreciated. The sooner the better!!  

-Submitted by Katie Williams



December 4: Indigenous Healthcare in the 21st Century Give yourself a nourishing gift this 
Advent season. "How can we learn from the ancient indigenous people's about taking care of 
ourselves and embracing the power to heal? We will explore concepts and do a few 
demonstrations of what you might experience in their "healthcare system”.  Applications to our 
own lives will be explored from the Mayan, Curanderismo of Mexico and the Southwest, the 
Peruvian Indians' perspective and the interesting link to Traditional Chinese Medicine.

December 11: Buddhist Meditation Facilitator — Roger Anderson, Teacher—Scott Kamilar.  
Dr. Scott Kamilar will teach us the practice of Tonglin meditation. This Tibetan meditation allows 
us to develop our self-compassion and our ability to be present in our own suffering and the 
suffering of others. Scott is the meditation instructor coordinator for the Shambhala Center in 
Minneapolis.  He is a practicing licensed psychologist and a family and marriage therapist.  He 
uses Buddhist psychology in his therapy and practice.

December 18: Japanese Tea Ceremony (a traditional aesthetic art) Airi Ando, who is 
spending three months with the van Lierop family while interning in a genetics lab at the U, is 
trained in the art of tea. She studied tea ceremony in Japan for three years. Airi will be our host to 
prepare and serve the tea. You will be invited to try some macha (special green tea used for tea 
ceremony).  You will also be invited to try your hand at this contemplative practice.
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Adult Education

St. Lukers are so generous to our neighbors at Christmas!  We will have the opportunity to support 
6 wonderful organizations again during Christmas this year. The Christmas Giving Trees will be 
placed along the back wall of the sanctuary beginning Nov. 27. Choose an ornament or two, buy the 
gifts and place the items in the box near the tree. Gift cards may be placed in the envelopes.  
Donations will be accepted through December 18. Your kindness will be a blessing to others.

Kwanzaa - $25 Cub Gift cards (Connie Bell)

ICA/ Resource West - Toys and gift cards  (Nancy Rademacher) 
      See specific requests on ornaments

Pine Ridge - (Cecy Faster) Blankets

New Beginnings High School for Pregnant and Parenting Teens - 
$10 Target gift card and a board book for a baby (Jill Engeswick)

YWCA - Toys and clothes (Katie Williams) See specific requests on 
ornaments

MoveFwd (formerly Teens Alone) - Various Gift Cards and Home supplies (Bobbi Pointer)

Christmas Giving Trees
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A statement issued this week by the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency notes that Presbyterians are joining 
the effort to "stand in solidarity with Standing Rock." 
The statement issued through the Presbyterian 
News  Service notes, "From across the United States 
and the world, indigenous peoples and their allies 
have gathered at the Camp of the Sacred Stones, 
north of Cannon Ball, N.D., near the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe reservation's northern border. Members of 
the tribe took the initiative in this witness to protect 
their sacred sites and waters from environmental 
harm and to affirm tribal sovereignty and treaty rights. 

The people, known as water protectors, have come together in an effort to stop the Dallas-based 
company Energy Transfer from piping Bakken oilfield crude oil underneath the Missouri River, the 
main source of drinking water for the tribe. This project is known as the Dakota Access Oil Pipeline. 
The witness of the water protectors has touched the conscience of people and nations around the 
world to stand in solidarity with Standing Rock. Out of our faith, Presbyterians join them." The 
complete statement is at "Standing with Standing Rock."

Presbyterians Stand in Solidarity with Standing Rock

Synod Collects Funs to Support Standing Rock

Among the action activities highlighted in the 
statement from the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency is the effort of the Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies to collect funds to support the water 
protectors of Standing Rock. The statement 
notes that "financial support to the water 
protectors" can be made "through the Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies" at Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies, 2115 Cliff Drive, Eagan, MN 55122. 
Checks should be made payable to the synod, 
noting "Dakota Access Pipeline Account #2087." 
The synod will send a confirmation to the donor, noting the funds were received and follow-up 
with information about where the funds were distributed.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGr3IM1C2bnrcpdfd3MP2TBX1E6dIgrIyzyewtzRHBCfmISo1K556TQYrsyzLxvzbpkDzeF1x7zdicBpSj7qicbR2OoZjWD4BqAZ5Zn4u9Nzj2Jb8KpRNfAviKdFRfz3jp1RCJuekH1TCj29hzGuZCzXN-mjRini3vUpuHiH4r50BFKpHaY2eoh9Q7Qnj1RrAe_nRyXL8A70kcyBV8ZjVpFOs5GWGJfq3PbOBWZ_IDU=&c=oPvhTJ3UOVBqu_S8BFzfpwaFw1-Oi4RHF1NtEEMtHYmwO3GA2RAmOA==&ch=HQS8ondxJzhjAT23uZbmROACj1wXpheroPZ2e2ZE1tVj_kcXza6-3g==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TGr3IM1C2bnrcpdfd3MP2TBX1E6dIgrIyzyewtzRHBCfmISo1K556TQYrsyzLxvzbpkDzeF1x7zdicBpSj7qicbR2OoZjWD4BqAZ5Zn4u9Nzj2Jb8KpRNfAviKdFRfz3jp1RCJuekH1TCj29hzGuZCzXN-mjRini3vUpuHiH4r50BFKpHaY2eoh9Q7Qnj1RrAe_nRyXL8A70kcyBV8ZjVpFOs5GWGJfq3PbOBWZ_IDU=&c=oPvhTJ3UOVBqu_S8BFzfpwaFw1-Oi4RHF1NtEEMtHYmwO3GA2RAmOA==&ch=HQS8ondxJzhjAT23uZbmROACj1wXpheroPZ2e2ZE1tVj_kcXza6-3g==%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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BeFriender Ministry

“The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair or 
confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of grief and bereavement, 
who can tolerate not knowing, not curing, not healing, and face with us 
the reality of powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.” —Henri 
Nouwen from Out of Solitude. 
 
BeFrienders at St Luke provide care for adults in our faith community 
through confidential listening presence. Contact BeFriender 
coordinators Mary Lou Hoff, 952-920-1976 and Ginny Larson, 
952-210-8388.



315 Members, Ministers 
Rev. Anita Bradshaw, Transitional Pastor      

952-473-7378, Anita@StLuke.Mn
612-791-8217 (pastoral emergency only) 

Lori Alford, Director of Faith Formation
612-298-2958, lori@StLuke.Mn 

Bob Haskin, Pastoral Associate 
952-476-7323, Bob@StLuke.Mn 

Kate Niemisto, Accompanist
 Kate@StLuke.Mn

David Lohman, Music Director

	   david@StLuke.Mn

Darla Monson, Bookkeeper

952-473-7378, Darla@StLuke.mn or 
Finance@StLuke.Mn 

Anne Deuring, Secretary
952-473-7378, office@stluke.mn or 
Anne@StLuke.Mn 

Louis Munn, Building Manager/Sexton 
952-473-7378

Jessica Wood, Communication Manager
612-207-7534, Jessica@StLuke.Mn

Mary Lou Hoff & Ginny Larson, 
BeFriender Coordinators
952-920-1976 and 952-210-8388

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

OFFICE FAX 
952-473-7370 

MAILING ADDRESS 
3121 Groveland School Road Minnetonka, 

MN 55391 

WEB ADDRESS 
www.stluke.mn

 
NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE 

“The Challenge” is published once a month. 
The deadline for submitting articles for the 
January newsletter is 2 pm, December 15

 to office@stluke.mn. 

ST. LUKE STAFF & COMMUNICATIONS

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 
3121 Groveland School Road 
Minnetonka, MN 55391 

St. Luke is a joyful, inclusive and compassionate community on a spiritual journey seeking 
to do justice, make peace, act mercifully, and walk humbly with God.

http://www.stluke.mn
http://www.stluke.mn

