
 

 

Notes from a Protect MN Workshop on 4/29/18 
 
Protect MN is a 27 year old state-based organization dedicated to preventing gun violence in MN. 
They are not anti-gun, but anti-gun violence. They strive to make gun ownership safer in MN without 
taking away the rights of responsible, law-abiding gun owners. 

www.protectmn.org  
 
 

Ten reasons why we need sensible gun laws now 
 
In 2016, more than 38,000 Americans died from gun shots. Another 80,000 were shot but survived. 
Gun deaths in MN increased 32% between 2005 and 2016. 
 
67% of gun owners cite personal protection as the primary reason they buy a gun, but a gun in a 
home is 22 times more likely to kill or injure a family member than to be used in self-defense. 
 
Gun violence is the third leading cause of death for all U.S. children  under age 18. Nearly 4,000 
American children and youth died from guns in 2017. 
 
Women living in homes with guns are FIVE times more likely to be killed by their domestic partner. 
 
Between 75-85% of all gun deaths in MN are suicides, which occur disproportionately in rural areas 
among older white males. ANYONE living in a home with a gun is three times more likely to commit 
suicide than those living in homes without guns. 
 
Mental illness is a factor in interpersonal gun violence only 4% of the time. Guns are a factor in all 
forms of gun violence 100% of the time. 
 
Gun violence discriminates based on race. African Americans make up less than 6% of the population 
in MN, but account for nearly half of gun-related homicide victims in the state. 
 
Gun violence costs MN $2.2 billion per year. 
 
States with the most laws regulating guns have a per capita gun death rate 42% lower than those 
states with the fewest gun laws. 
 
The gun lobby owns our elected leaders. The NRA poured $50.2 million into the 2016 presidential 
race and $22,400 into MN Congressional races. In 2016 the NRA spent over $419 million in advocacy 
to advance their agenda. 
 

Debate vs. Dialogue 
 
Always use “I” statements instead of “you” statements. “I believe we have a right to live in safe 
communities” not “You are putting your rights to have a gun in front of my rights to live in a safe 
community.” 
 
Listen—really. Listen and show that you are truly interested in learning about the other person’s 
experience. Ask questions for greater understanding, not to set them up. After listening, you can 
return to sharing your experience and feelings. Find someone you respect who owns a gun and ask 
them to tell you about it. Hear their stories and fun out what gun ownership means to them. Don’t 
judge. Listen and learn. 

http://www.protectmn.org/

